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I,

as much a part of our culture and
our tlmes as r a p ~ dtransportatlon or technology We
cannot dec~deto have it or not to have ~t We can only
d e c ~ d eto try to understand its social ~mplicatlonsand
A rapldly in
to attempt to g u ~ d e~ t s o c ~ a dlrect~on
l
creasing number of mdiv~dualsIn all economic groups
are attempting to practice some kmd of b ~ r t hcontrol
Not all groups, as we know, are equally fortunate, as
yet, In having access to the safe, sc~entificmethods of
contraception w h ~ c hbirth control clin~csprov~de
This fact, that there is mcreaslngly rehable buth
co~ltrol,is one of the most dynamic factors of our so
clety The role of women IS changing-due, at least in
part, to the fact that the natural consequences of the sex
between
r e l a t ~ o n s h ~are
p not ~ n e v ~ t a b lRelationships
e
husbands and wives and between parents and chddren
are chang~ng,again due In part to the fact that parent
hood may be assumed voluntardy
Many individuals are greatly concerned because fam
lhes are growlng smaller They do not understand that,
on the other hand, the famdy IS becoming ~ncreasingly
Important for satisfying psychological and emotional
needs In t h e ~ rfear that the lnstltution of the family
w ~ l disappear,
l
they misinterpret the effects and influ
ence of b ~ r t hcontrol They forget that b ~ r t hcontrol In
Itself is ne~thergood nor evd It IS the uses to wh~ch
~t 1s put, the fundamental human needs ~t serves or
denies, that are constructive or destructive
The effects of b ~ r t hcontrol on marital adjustment 1s
one of the most Important but least understood aspects
of thls whole vital problem It 1s an area in which we
need more facts In order to be able to think clearly and
honestly But also, it 1s the area In which ~t is most dlf
ficult to get the facts with which to thmk Sex att~tudes
and sex problems d o not just happen They are built
into the very structure of the personality from early
childhood Unfortunate training has produced an un
realistic attitude toward the whole subject Most of us
have found that our own feehngs and experlences have
not corresponded very accurately wlth the fac's of sex

says Dr F~sher,who 1s ossoc~atedw ~ t hthe C h ~ l d
Psychology Deportment o f S a r a h Lawrence
College and w ~ t hthe Famdy Consultot~onBureau
of Teachers College, Columb~oUn~vers~ty
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B

A young c h ~ l dneeds a n e m o t ~ o n a l l ysound
mother even more than a phys~callysound one,"

ual behav~orw h ~ c hour parents and other mentors saw
fit to give us T h ~ shas caused confus~on,anxiety and
feehngs of guilt Thus, most men and women today
find it di5cult to accept themselves, or to give to others,
honest data about them sex hves
We can dlscuss, however, what may be safely called
general cons~derat~ons
Before we talk about the effect
of b ~ r t hcontrol on the adjustment of husbands and
wves h n g here and now, may we cons~derfor a
moment ideal cond~tionsIn a rat~onalbut still non
exlstent soc~ety?Ideally, In terms of fundamental hu
man needs, all young people should be able, in their
early twenties, to find congen~almarrlage partners
They should have su5cient economic securlty to make
reasonably early marriage possible They should be
su5ciently mature to make mutually sat~sfyingsexual
adjustment a foregone conclusion Emot~onallyand
phys~cally,they should be ready to have the first baby
early in their marrlage, as a natural and satisfying ful
fillment of them relat~onsh~ps
Remember, please, that
I have said "ideally " If these Ideal condit~onswere true
even for a majorlty of young adults, we could llmit our
discussion to " b ~ r t h control and marital adjustment
after the first pregnancy "
The pltiful, lronlc and traglc fact today is that a
whole generation has just come, or IS just comlng, Into
physical maturlty without hope that there is a place for
them or their ch~ldrenSome of them, through no fault
of them own, have been so deprlved emot~onallythat
they would be incapable of assumlng the responsibility
of marrlage and parenthood even ~f they had the op
portunity They are destmed to seek other solutions for
their needs
The group w ~ t hwhom we are concerned 1s the mar
gmal group-those who still have hope and courage,
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those who are eager to assume the dignlty and responsl
bil~tyof famlly l ~ f eMarriage, legitimate sexual rela
t~onshlpand the companionship of a husband or wlfe
are esscntlal and rlght for such young adults, even
though they must postpone parenthood untll they have
more economlc securlty Thew well being and emotion
al securlty depend upon it
Workmg Wwes
In addltlon to the need for postponing the first preg
nancy, such early marriages often involve the wife's
working We must be very careful and very honest not
to oversimplify thls aspect of the problem of early
marriage Until we know what we are talklng about,
we should stop saying that no self respectmg young
man wlll ask a glrl to become hls wife until he is able
to provlde a sultable home for her and their chlldren
W6 should stop saylng that no young woman will con
slder marrying a young man until he is able to provide
for her In the manner to which her father has accus
torned her And we should stop saying that working
wlves are a handlcap to them husbands and to society
Let us at least stop saylng those things until we know
to what despalr and hopelessness and destructwe emo
tional substitutes such standards are condemning thou
sand of yoLng people It IS cruel to encourage a set of
values wh~chare unreahstic In our present soclety
These condlt~onscan be changed, when we know enough
and care enough They cannot be changed by emotional
and mtellectual dishonesty
Do They Wont Children?
The majority of young adults who have been caught
in the economlc and soclal maladjustment of our times
must have access to scientific blrth control It is a neces
slty and thew right It 1s one of them few chances of
helpmg to work out their own salvation We need
not worry that they won't have children They are
breaking their hearts because they haven't a chance to
have children What they ask of society is the right to
be free to have them chlldren

Birth C o n t r o l R e v r e w
growlng recognition of the Importance of normal and
emotlonally satisfying sex llfe However, a satisfactory
sexual adjustment does not come automatlcall) wlth
marrlage, and ~t takes longer to achieve in some mar
riages than In others Fear of an unplanned pregnancy
1s certainly one factor whlch often Interferes wlth such
an achievement Thls fear should be removed for the
good of the marrlage, and also for the good of society,
~f soclety benefits by permanence in marrlage It 1s
true that in some instances adjusting to an unplanned
pregnancy seems to unlte husband and wife However,
the more we know about the complexity and Importance
of the emotlonal side of marriage, the more cautlous
we should become about maklng such an adjustment
necessary
The Mothers Mental Heolth

Hardly anyone today questions the importance and
legitimacy of birth control for a married woman who
has a serlous health handicap There are mental and
emotlonal condltlons which are less easy to dlagnose
but even more serious from a social pomt of view The
more we learn about chddren and the complicated
process of growlng up, the more we realize that a young
child needs an emotlonally sound mother even more
than a physically sound one It 1s handicapping a chlld
unnecessarily from the first to condemn him to a home
where he is unwanted and wlll be an inevitable source
of confllct between husband and wife
We are begrnnlng to reallze that marriage does not
cure personality difficulties - although ~t sometimes
helps--and we are also finding out that parenthood
does not, elther The problem 1s essentially an educa
tlonal one We must learn enough about human de
velopment to know how to make ~t posslble for chll
dren to grow up sound in mind and body, so that they
wlll be ready for parenthood and wlll deslre to be
parents Meanwhde, it 1s shortsighted to sacr~ficechll
dren unnecessarily to the unsolved problems of their
parents

Many immature people want chlldren and have them
There 1s another group of married people for whom before they are prepared for the respons~bility Should
birth control is also a personal and social necessity we, then, force people to have families when they know
This group ma) or may not hale economic problems, ther are not ready for t h ~ astep? Access to scientific
but they d o have emotlonal problems They have grown blrth control is a social as well as a personal necessity
up seriously handicapped by inadequate emotlonal edu for such lndlvlduals while they finish then growlng u p
catron It 1s important for them to have tune and an Thls applies to all economlc groups In our soclety
The cultural fact of birth control is inextricably
opportunity to work out thelr sexual and emotional
r d ~ a t l o n s h lbefore
~
they assume the additional adjust
woven lnto the very fabrlc of our society There 1s no
aspect of our personal, social or economlc llves that
ment of pregnancy
Fortunately for the future of our soclety, there 1s ~t does not aEect dlrectly or mdirectly

We must enter ~ n t oa new phase of the movement, ex
plormg object~velyand sc~entificallythe consequences
of birth control or the lack of ~t This exploration must
accompany continued research into ~mproved tech
nlques of contraception Let us take this cultural fact
of birth control, face it honestly, learn how to use ~t
~ntelligently and make ~t serve our ideals and our
f a ~ t hin democracy as a way of life

Organ~zat~on
for National Strength
(An Edztorzal)

Because patients applymg for contraceptive advice
are entitled to the most reliable information available,
the certified c h n ~ c sare asked to report to the League's
medical board any dev~ation from the standardized
clinical techniques whlch they may contemplate Thls
request IS made in the mterests of the movement as a
whole, and In no sense to discourage mdividuality in
sc~entificInquiry By checking w ~ t hthe Natlonal Med
~ c aCouncil
l
before they Institute research, clinics avoid
needless dupl~cationin such projects and are advised
regarding all poss~blesafeguards
The certificate differentiates the reputable, scientific
centers from the commercial enterprises, outlets of
manufacturers for their products, which masquerade a s
"b~rthcontrol clinics" in a number of clties

mterested to hear recently from a cor
respondent with the Birth Control International
Information Centre in London that the Amer~canBlrth
Control League and its member leagues constitute "the
largest blrth control organlzation in the world "
For some time before the decls~on of the United
Size alone, we believe, is no criterion of strength States Circuit Court of Appeals, there had been a dis
Without standards, without national planning and na
tinct trend toward the establishment of clin~csunder
tional sol~darity,there can be no stab~lity Similarly, public auspices, in hospitals, city halls and health d e
the number of birth control centers IS not m itself sig partments The decision is lendmg impetus to this trend
n~ficant What counts IS the number of centers that
One state member league 1s plannmg to announce to
feel their mterdependence and their mutual responsl
~ t contr~butors
s
that they will be asked for donations
bility for the future of the movement
only d u r ~ n gthe next three years At the end of that
To build the American birth control movement on tlme, this progresswe league expects all climcs in the
an endurmg basis, the League w~thinthe past few years state to be tax supported
has been stressing more and more the Importance of
How soon the acceptance of birth control as a gov
organlzation and standards And more and more, we ernment responsibility on a national scale w ~ l lcome,
have had the satisfaction of seeing this p h ~ l o s o ~ath ~ we cannot now predict In the meantime, it is the obli
tam results
gation of voluntary organizations to maintain stand

W

E WERE

The benefits of organization are well illustrated by
the fact that, of the 57 new clin~csestabhshed in 1936,
only five were In unorgan~zedareas And of the 300
clinics now on record, 228 are in organized areas
In field work, the League has not been satisfied with
opening a clinic here, a referral service there Our ch~ef
concern has been to form strong local and state units
equipped to carry on with full responsibility If the
movement 1s to expand, every newly organized umt
must-serve as a nucleus for the extension of contracep
tlve service to outlying areas

ards on a par with those of any p u b l ~ chealth service

Organization, standards, follow up work-prosa~c
subjects, perhaps, when one thinks of the d ~ r ehuman
need among thousands of mothers who are wlthout con
traceptive ~ n f o r m a t ~ o But
n haste defeats its own pur
pose and retards progress To the end that more mothers
shall receive sc~entificadvice from reliable sources, the
American Birth Control League wdl contmue to build
on the secure foundation of orderly procedure by re
sponslble groups

a

In the summer of 1935, the League announced mmi
mum standards for affiliated centers One hundred and
seventy five centers now display the certificate whlch
testifies that they meet these or higher standards
Mothers who vis~tthese centers, physic~ansand social
woikers who refer patients, local friends who lend
financlal support-all
are astured by the cert~ficate
that the center IS a nonprofit organization under the
d~rectionof a representative medical advlsory board

Tulsa Has Hospital Cllnic
Oklahorr~ irst birth control clinic In a metropohtan
area has been opened In the Tulsa General Hospital un
der the sponsorship of the Tulsa Maternal Health
League and with the endorsement of the Tulsa Medlcal
Society Public opinion was mob~hzedtoward the estab
lishment of the c l i n ~ cby the field work of Mrs Ruth
Smith of the Amer~can Birth Control League
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News Around the World
INDIA The first birth control clinlc on the island of
Ceylon opened In Colombo in January, wrltes
Mrs F Robertson Jones, honorary president of the
American Birth Control League, who 1s traveling
around the world Mrs Jones was asked to preslde at
the formal opening of the clinlc and to speak at a meet
ing of physicians and soclal workers held in the gover
nor's manslon
Though Mrs Jones 1s traveling for rest and recreation,
she has taken the opportunity to study the blrth control
movement in many of the countries she has vls~ted In
Indla, she has visited maternity hospitals, has seen the
contracephve service ava~lable,and has talked wlth
many who wish to extend the clinlcal facilltles so des
perately needed by India's impoverished mothers The
educated Indians are enthus~astic,she reports, but know
llttle of the practical procedure of organizmg clinics
"The great need 1s for a woman doctor as field
worker to go from provlnce to province, teaching the
local doctors and gettmg clinlcal service started," Mrs
Jones writes "In Ceylon the birth rate 1s extremely high
and the Lying m Home is so crowded that the women
can remam m bed only twenty four hours after their
babies are born I saw forty or fifty poor creatures sit
tmg on the floor in a long corridor and holdmg them tlny
babies in then laps-looking so hmp and rnlserable'"

CANADA A significant

tarlan point of mew
that wlll deny to these people
the knowledge and the means of properly spacing then
chlldren so that the mother and the chlld can enjoy
good health, and so parents can control the number of
their children to those they can support In a manner
above the mere level of starvation existence?"
Durlng the trlal F W Wegenast, defense counsel,
vigorously attacked arguments ralsed by Roman Catho
Iic witnesses "What an utterly absurd and mdefenslble
thmg ~t is in these days for any church to undertake the
regulation of science," he is reported to have sald "In
deed, I would be prepared to argue that ~t 1s against
public pollcy that any priest or clerlc should be m a
position to stand In the way of free clrculatlon of know1
edge, whether it be about contraceptives or astronomy "

ICELAND Iceland is the first country In the world to
make ~t compulsory for physlclans to give
advice on contraceptlon, when pregnancy would be
dangerous to the mother The full text of a blll to this
effect, passed In 1934, 1s given by Dr Max Hodann In
the November, 1936, lssue of Marrurge Hygzene
The bill also provides that any medical practltloner
shall be bound to glve a woman contraceptive informa
tlon ~f she consults hlm for it "Dlrections to Women
on How to Prevent Pregnancy" 1s published by the
M~nisterof Health and distributed among physicians
by the Chief Medical O5cer

victory for birth control in
Canada was won on March 17th when
Magistrate Lester Clayton ruled that the dissemination JAPAN The only solutlon for Japan's problem of
population 1s blrth control This a charmlng
of informat~onon contraceptwes was for "the public
good " The magistrate dismissed the charge against Japanese visitor, Baronesse Shidzue Ishlmoto, has been
Dorothea Palmer, soclal worker, who was accused of emphasizing on a lecture tour throughout the United
havlng advertised blrth control mformatlon in a pam States Though educated under the old feudalistic svs
phlet which she arranged to have sent to local women tem In a "school for peeresses," the Baroness 1s her
. possible penalty of two year's Im country's leadlng feminist and the president of the
who requested ~ t A
prlsonment 1s provided for such a violation by the Japanese Birth Control Association
Canadlan crlmlnal code
Baroness Ishimoto has spoken under the ausplces of
"The acts alleged to have been done by Miss Palmer several state and city birth control organizations At
tractmg large audiences and colorful p u b h t y , her lec
were done knowmgly, wlthout lawful justlficatlon,"
Magistrate Clayton found He dismissed the charge, tures have focused attention upon local clmical work
however, bv applymg the escape clause of the crimmal On February lst, she lectured for the Minnesota Birth
code which prohibits conviction if the court finds the Control League, in the woman's club auditorium, Mm
actions served the public welfare
neapolis The Birth Control League of Monroe County,
New York, opened its annual membership drive on
Pointing out that one quarter of the residents of East
view, Ottawa suburb where the trial took place, were on February 15th wlth an address by Baroness Ishimoto
rehef, the magistrate said, "The one class of society In the Hotel Seneca, Rochester On March 8th, she ap
eared under the ausplces of the Greenwmh, Connect!
from whom thls information 1s being wlthheld is the
poorer class What argument 1s there from a human1 cut, Comm~tteefor Maternal Health, in the Greenwich

High School auditorium The Birth Control Clin~cal
Research Bureau of New York Clty on March 19th gave
a tea and reception in her honor
Since 1 9 3 4 Baroness Ishlmoto has maintained m her
home In Tokio a cllnic where a physician gives blrth
control advice, and where prmted material 1s prepared
for distrlbutlon to women too far away to vlsit the
c l m c Birth control advocates In Japan are worklng on
an educational program which wdl show parents the
futllity that is ahead for thew chddren as members of a
large famdy
"There is no law against b ~ r t hcontrol in Japan, and
no religious prejudice, but there 1s opposition from the
milltary faction, whlch IS eager for Japan to keep up
wlth Italy and Germany," the Baroness reports "Our
leaders belleve that strong soldiers are synonymous with
a rich country My answer is that soldlers are stronger
~f they have grown up in families whlch have been able
to adjust their s u e to thew lncomes Many of our sol
dler conscripts are suffering from tuberculosis "
Japan's populatlon is lncreaslng at the rate of one
mllllon a year, she points out, m spite of the fact that
a large part of the population is subsisting on a stama
tion dlet and the island 1s so crowded that even the
slopes of the volcano of Fujl~arnaare bemg used for
residence Infant mortality is alarmmgly high

Chancellor Hitler may cloak the Relch's popu
latlon polrcles In a plea for Nord~csuprem
acy and the preservation of the German race, but Pre
mler Mussollni frankly admits that more soldiers is the
objectrve of his campaign for more babies
"Wlthout a large population there is no life, no
youth, no mihtary power, no economic expansion
On large famihes, In exceptional times for the father
land, wdl fall the heavier sacrifices and greater contrl
butions of men," states the seven pomt program for
increasing Italy's population which was approved on
March 4th by the Fascrst Grand Councll, with I1 Duce
presiding Thls hlghest legislat~vebody of the land
devoted most of a five hour session to the declining
b r t h rate and the need of more children for Italy's
armles of the future
The program provides that priority m employment
and In promotion shall be glven to fathers of large
famllles Men wlth families shall receive hlgher pay
in proportion to the number of their children Loans
shall be provlded to enable young working men to
marry A central organization shall be established for
"the control and promotion of the regime's populatlon
pollcles "

ITALY

The Soviet Unlon finds itself 111 prepared
for the great lncrease In the blrth rate that
EGYPT Birth control by marrled Moslems has been has followed the ant1 abortion law of last July Births
generally approved by the Grand Mufti, In Moscow have increased 65 per cent, and maternity
leader of the Mohammedan religlon m Egypt In a dls costs only 1 3 per cent, reports the Unlted Press Cor
patch from Cairo, whlch appeared In the New York ridor tables and stretchers are bemg ut~lizedby hos
Tzmes of February 3rd, the Grand Muftl 1s reported to pita1 authorities to handle the lncrease In maternity
have Issued a statement saylng that blrth control is not cases Mothers are belng forced to leave maternity
contrary to the sacred laws of Islam, provided lt IS wards wlthin four or five days after blrth
necessary and not harmful to the health Abortions
The government's program to provlde increased hos
were condemned m the strongest terms
pitalizatlon and medlcal care has lagged far behlnd
"Blrth control has been steadlly gaining m Egypt the schedule mapped out for ~t lzvestza points out that
in recent years and IS now reaching the peasants who in many cases construction has not yet been started on
wlah to avoid the huge famllies of the past," the dis hospitals and rest homes supposed to have been finlshed
in 1936 The People's Commissar of Publlc Health ad
patch commented
mits, "We are poorly prepared for the great lncrease In
the blrth rate wlth whlch we are already faced as a re
HOLLAND "The Dutch, oldest systematic practl sult of the government decree forbiddmg abortions
honers of birth control, are now the We must make up for time lost and rectify the positlon
tallest and healthlest species of oft stunted Europe by all measures and by an enormous effort"
Their carefully limlted families have, for generations,
In a recent lecture before the League for Politrcal
recelved a maximum amount of food and care Their
Education In New York, Maurlce Hindus stated that
watery land is cramped for space, but blrth controlnot wars of expansion-solves the problem Holland's though blrth control 1s legal m the Sovlet Union, ~t IS
frowned upon A woman can get information on how
neighbors In Europe and Asla please note "
to avold conception, but birth control supplies and
-Remew of Revzews, August, 1936 apphances are scarce, and, for the most part, inefficient

RUSSIA

Brrth Control Reurew

W h a t the States are Doing
M ~ c h ~ g aLeague
n
Holds Annual Meetmg
The hope that "every city and county unlt will es
tabhsh at least one birth control cllnlc durlng the year"
was v o m d by Mrs Addlson P Cook, presldent of the
Maternal Health League of Mlchlgan, at ~ t sannual
meeting held m the Women's Clty Club, Detrolt, on
February 19th
A stimulating address was p e n at the annual lunch
eon by Dr Norman E Hlmes, professor of sociology
m Colgate Unwerslty, and author of "Med~calHistory
of Contraception " "Blrth control 1s a direct challenge
to our intelligence and no c~vlllzatlonever arrwed at
a sound pollcy by waltmg untll all the facts were avad
able before attempting reform," Dr Hlmes declared
He urged clinic workers to vlew them problems broadly,
and to recognize that ultimately b ~ r t hcontrol clinlcs
may have to enter the marrlage counsellmg field, advis
mg men as well as women
Dr H ~ m e scongratulated the League on ~ t achieve
s
ments "Mlchlgan probably leads all states in the extent
to which the leaders of the birth control movement have
been able to enllst the actwe support of physlclans,
social workers, and public health officials," he sald
Dr Lent Upham, professor of sociology at Wayne
University, introduced Dr Hlmes Mrs James McEvoy,
presldent of the Detroit Maternal Health League, re
ported 622 new patients and a total of 3,623 vlslts for
the city's three blrth control clinics during 1936 At
the North End Clinlc, 58 per cent of the patlents are
on the relief rolls, she sald

Dr Robert H Whitmarsh, president of the Rhode
Island League, who acted as chalrman, spoke of the ad
vance whlch the blrth control movement 1s maklng
against ~ndlfference, prejudice and selfishness Guest
speakers were Mrs Deane B Small, presldent of the
Mame Birth Control League, Mrs HaroldA Woodward,
soclal worker of the Concord, New Hampshire, Ma
ternal Health Center, Mrs Caroline L Carter Davls,
field secretary of the Massachusetts Blrth Control
League, and Mrs A Morgan Pease, presldent of the
Connecticut Birth Control League
"Our own tlmldlty and mertla, and the Inertla of the
community at large 1s the greatest opposltlon we have
to face In blrth control work," Mrs Pease declared
Dr E r ~ cStone, past presldent and chalrman of the
clinic committee of the Rhode Island League, gave a
brlef summary of the League's actlvltles smce the estab
llshment of ~ t first
s
clmlc m 1930 The percentage of
abortlon cases among all cases admltted to the gyne
cologlcal servlce m the Rhode Island Hospital has de
clined from 28 9 per cent in 1932 to 119 per cent in
1936, he stated "While ~t 1s not clalmed that this de
crease 1sdue entirely to the efforts of the maternal health
center, it is to be noted that at least a dozen patients who
appeared year after year, sometimes more than once a
year, m the hospltal wards m the throes of abortlon or
mlscarrlage, are now patlents at the clinlc and have not
become pregnant since the recelpt of contraceptive ad
vice," Dr Stone pointed out
The delegates voted to have a yearly reglonal New
England Conference Connecticut will be host to thls
conference m the spring of 1938

New England Progress Reported
Impetus to the blrth control movement throughout
New England was glven by a luncheon and open board
meetmg held in Providence on February 10th and spon
sored by thr Rhode Island Blrth Control League Guest
speakers represented all the New England states havlng
organized leagues The luncheon was attended by 125
men and women, lncludlng representatives of nearly
every welfare and hospltal board and staff Splendid
newspaper publlclty was secured
"Our audience was able to gam a broader under
standing of what we are trylng to do in Rhode Island
by a picture of what other New England states are ac
complishmg," reports Mrs Thomas K Chaffee, execu
tive vice president of the Rhode Island League "We
New Englanders are proud of each other "

Mrs Sanger on Speakmg Tour
Local blrth control centers have been fortunate m
securing lectures by Margaret Sanger to forward them
work both inspirationally and financially The Penn
sylvanla Blrth Control Federation has arranged a speak
mg tour by Mrs Sanger early In Aprll On Aprll 2nd,
she will be the prlnclpal speaker at the Federation's
Tenth Birthday Luncheon, in the Bellevue Stratford
Hotel, Philadelphia She 1s scheduled to speak on Aprd
6th m Scranton, April 7th in Wllkes Barre, Aprd 8th
m Chester and Aprll9th in Bethlehem
An address given by Mrs Sanger m February proved
mmaluable from the standpoint of publicity and of
s
reports the
widening financial support for ~ t work,
Evanston Center of the Illinols Blrth Control League

An audlence of more than SIX hundred gathered m the
First Methodist Episcopal Church to hear the ploneer
lay leader of America's birth control movement Many
hsteners, while theoretically m favor of blrth control,
needed only to have pomted out to them what a s unl
versa1 acceptance could mean to the natlonal and Inter
natlonal scene to be convmced of ~ t value
s
as a social
ref o m
Invltatlons were extended to doctors and to the heads
of welfare and soclal agencles to attend a reception
whlch followed the lecture

Thr~ftShop A~dsNew York Centers
The reselling of artlcles m a thrlft shop has proved
a valuable source of funds for the New York City Com
mlttee of Mothers' Health Centers, which maintams
twelve blrth control centers m settlement houses of
Manhattan and the Bronx The Comrnlttee 1s one of five
soclal organlzatlons whlch cooperate m runnmg the
West Slde Thr~ftShop
A novel fashlon show was held for the benefit of the
shop durlng the luncheon hour at Sherry's on March
30th Modern costumes were contrasted wlth those worn
for the same occasions In bygone days Guests brought
packages of rummage as part payment of admission
New Yorkers who wlsh to contribute artlcles for the
shop may nottfy Mrs Frederlc Cromwell, 159 East
62nd Street, who wlll see that the rummage is called
for In thls way they can help the work of contraceptive
centers whlch last year had 16,000 vlsits from mothers
too poor to consult a private physician

MEETINGS
A speclal meetmg of the Amerlcan B ~ r t hControl League
wlll be held a t 10 00 A M on Thursday, Aprll 8, a t the Bank
of the Manhattan Company, Madlson Avenue a t 64th Street,
New York Clty, for the purpose of a m e n d ~ n gthe by-laws
Changes a r e proposed affectmg prlnclpally Artlcle 111, Sec
tlon 36, and Article VI, Section 1

The sprmg convent~on of the Amerlcan Blrth Control
League, whlch was to have been held In Loulsv~lleIn A p r ~ l ,
has been cancelled a t the suggestion of the Kentucky Blrth
Control League We look forward t o meetmg In Lou~svllle
ahother year
Though the clty 1s recovering rapldly from the recent dlsagter, the flood caused postponement untll A p r d of the Communlty Chest Drlve With all soclal agencles concentrating on
the dnve, Aprll would not be trmely for our meetmg, the
Kentucky League polnts out

As a n associate group of the N a t ~ o n a lConference of SoclaI
Work, the American Blrth Control League wlll hold meetlngs
on May 24, 25 and 27 durlng the week the Conference meets
In Indlanapolls Speakers wlll be announced In the next lssue
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Bzrth Control Revzew

New Flor~daCenter Opens
The Mothers' Health Center of St Petersburg,
Florida, has lust opened its doors to glve contracept~ve
advice to indigent mothers, and is the first service of ~ t s
kind In Pinellas County Complying with the highest
clinic standards, the center is welcomed as a member
organization of the American Birth Control League
It was largely through the efforts and enthusiasm of
Mrs William DeBeck, chairman of the center, that this
much needed service became a reality A vlsit to St
Petersburg by Mrs Louis deB Moore, chairman of the
board of directors of the American Birth Control
League, helped to crystallize local interest A group of
distinguished men and women representing many fields
of interest serve as the advisory board Committees on
ways and means, membership, publicity, program and
mvestigation have been appointed
Dr Whitman C McConnell is med~caldirector and
the medical staff includes six physicians Instruction m
the technique of contraception will be available at the
center to physicians and medical students
Patlents are asked to pay twenty five cents for the
first visit and ten cents thereafter Those who cannot pay
receive instruction and supplies without charge Patients
are accepted on the recommendation of physicians, min
isters, nurses or social workers The county health unit
is cooperating, and has furnished equipment
The announced purpose of the center is not only to
help parents to plan their families in the Interests of
maternal and c h ~ l dhealth, but "to bring to this com
munity an intelligent understanding of the part a ma
ternal health program can play in community welfare "

Room 912

515 Madlson Avenue
New York, N Y

Deeds and Dollars
With labored pencd on a postcard thls
call for help was recently addressed to us
Dear sue please send me a buth control
cluuc nght away and obhge-

If only we could obkgel
If only we could send a buth control c h c
to every one of the hundreds of desperate
mothers who appeal to us lust as urgently I
But m splte of the 298 c h c s already estabkshed and m sp~teof the fact that we have
534 quakfied referral doctors throughout the
country, our work has only begun
The b&h control movement must expand.
For the very rmnunum of work t h d should be
expected of us this year, we have mcreased
our budget frfty seven percent
To rcnse the necessary $66 000 we must
have the support of everyone who beheves m
bnngmg mehcal buth control to unfortunate
mothers who have only a pencd and a postcard to help them now
Won't you gwe somethmg for them?
Please make checks payable to
AMERICAN BIFlTH CONTROL LEAGUE INC
515 M a b o n Avenue New York C ~ t y
(Or send to us through your own alate league)
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