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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27 

9 30 a m REGISTRATION Mezzanine Floor 
10 30 a m ANNUAL MEETING NEW YORK STATE BIRTH CONTROL FEDERATION 
1 00 p m INFORMAL LUNCHEON Blue Room ($1 50 per plate) 

New York State and Amerlcan Blrth Control League delegates and friends 

2 15 p m ROUND TABLE PROBLEMS OF CLINIC ADMINISTRATION 
(Dnected by the New York State Blrth Control Federation) 
Speaker Mary Flsher Ph D Department of Chlld Psychology Sarah Lawrence College 

Bvth Control and Mantd Ad~ustment. 
Presiding Ruth H Backus Executive Secretary Rochester Maternal Welfare Center 
Dlscusslon by cllnlc representatives 
Topics Cultlvat~ng Cllnlc Attendance Rural Expansion 

What Constitutes a Fallure Publicity-Its Uses and Limitations 

10 30 p m BROADCAST ON THE COLUMBIA NETWORK 
(Central Tune 9 30 Mountcun Tune 8 30 Paclf~c T~me  7 30) 

Speakers Eduard C Lindeman Ph D Department of Soclal Philosophy, New York School 
of Social Work 

Wilham H Cary M D National Committee on Maternal Health 
The Doctor and the S o c d  Sclenhst Look at Bvth Control 

THURSDAY JANUARY 28 

10 3G a m  ANNUU MEETING OF THE LEAGUE Election of Duectors 
11 00 a m MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS Election of Officers 

12 30 p m ANNUAL LUNCHEON ($1 50 per plate, tables seat eight) 
Demomabe Buth Control 
hesidmg Mrs Louls DeB Moore, Chcnrman Board of Directors 
Chcnrman Eric M Mdsner, M D , Secretary Nahonal Medical Councll on Blrth Control 
Guests of Honor Mrs Margaret Sanger Mr Moms Ernst 
Speaker Clarence C Little Sc D , President Arnerlcan Blrth Control League Director, Ros- 

coe B Jackson Memorial Laboratory Duector,Amencan Soaety for the Control of Cuncer 

2 00 p m STATE LEAGUE REPORTS 

ANOTHER TWELVE MONTHS HAVE PASS-A PERIOD FRAUGHT WlTH GREAT SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE BIRTH CONTROL 
MOVEMENT THE YEAR OF ACHIEVEMENTS CAME TO A CLJMAX WHEN THE UNITED S T A m  CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS 
HANDED DOWN ITS SWEEPING DECISION IN DECEMBER CAREFUL CHARTING OF THE WORK TO COME IS NOW 
THE MOST VITAL CONSIDERATION BEFORE THE LEADERS O F  THE MOVEMENT SUCH AN IMPORTANT TASK MERITS AN 
ANNUAL MEETING WITH ALL STATE LEAGUES REPRESENTED THE O ~ C E A S  AND D I R E ~ O R S  URGE YOU TO 

SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO HELP US MAKE THIS AN OUTSTANDING EVENT 



Sc~entrf~c Conference Held 

P HYSICIANS, soaal workers, nurses and ~ n d ~ n d u a l s  
associated w ~ t h  the b ~ r t h  control movement attended 

the Conference on Contracept~ve Research and Chn 
leal Practice held at the Hotel Roosevelt, New York, 
on December 29th and 30th under the auspices of the 
Blrth Control Clin~cal Research Bureau More than 
four hundred registered for the two day conference 

Exhibits of historical mater~al on blrth control, as 
well as of contraceptlve products from varlous parts 
of the United States and Europe, proved of particular 
Interest Motlon plctures deahng w ~ t h  the physiology of 
reproductlon, the techmques of contraceptlon and re 
lated subjects were shown 

The first day's program was devoted to a d~scuss~on 
of modern research In contraception and to vanous 
aspects of the relat~onshlp between endocr~nolog~  and 
reproductlon The prospects for hormonal sterlhzation 
and the relationship of spermatoxlc lmmunlty to fer 
tlhty were presented by author~t~es  In t h e ~ r  respectwe 
fields, representing several leading Amerlcan unlver 
sltles 

At the afternoon sesslon the safe per~od and the facts 
and fallaclea upon whch it is based were considered 
Prof Carl C Hartman of Carnegie Inst~tute suggested 
that the present status of scient~fic data on the safe 
per~od In women m ~ g h t  be best summarlzed by askmg 
the question, "Would you r ~ s k  a patlent's life by recom 
m e n d ~ n ~  rellance upon the Ogmo Knaus schedule?" 
He s a ~ d  that his answer would be, “Emphatically no'" 

The toplc of the dlnner meehng, under the c h a ~ r  
mansh~p of Margaret Sanger, was "Publ~c Health and 
Blrth Control Laws " Mrs Sanger polnted out the im 
portance of the recent dec~slon of the United States 
Circuit Court of Appeals with its recognition of the need 
for blrth control m promoting the well belng of the 
Amer~can people She pald trlbute to Morr~s  Emst, 
the attorney who not only won the present decmon but 
whose name IS lnex t r~cab l~  Interwoven wlth the legal 
history of the birth control movement in the Un~ted 
States The Importance of birth control as a publlc 
health measure was presented by Dr Mllton Winter 
nitz of Yale University Dr Hannah M Stone, med~cal 
d~rector of the Clln~cal Research Bureau, gave an h ~ s  
torical summary of cllnlcal contraceptlon 

Dur~ng  the second day's program, mechanical and 
chemical methods of contraception and problems of 
cllnlcal procedure were d~scussed A stat~stlcal study 
of planned pregnancles, presented by Dr Cherl Appel, 
indicated that the use of contraceptwes does not af 
fect fertlhty and that c l ln~c pat~ents are utlhzlng con 
traceptlon as a means of spaclng pregnancles m plan 
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rung the~r  fan~llles in the best interest of both mother 
and chddren 

Dr Jess~e L Marshall of the Memhard Health Clinic 
reported on a questionnaire sent to b ~ r t h  control clinics 
regard~ng admlnistratlon problems The quest~on on 
wh~ch there was the greatest d~vergence of opmlon was 
concerning whether pre manta1 adv~ce should be gwen 

The work of the twelve neighborhood contracept~ve 
centers ma~ntained by the New York Clty Comm~ttee 
of Mothers' Health Centers was descr~bed by Mrs Carol 
K Nash, executive secretary, and Dr Thomas J Parks, 
cllnlcal supervisor, of the Co-ttee An attendance of 
12,600 a t  these centers durlng 1935 was reported 

The ent~re  conference was marked by the h ~ g h  sclen 
tific cahber of the mater~al presented The large at 
tendance md~cated recogn~tlon on the part of the pro 
fess~ons of the Important role that contraception plays 
m the preservation of health America's first blrth 
control c l ln~c IS to be congratulated for plannmg a 
program so st~mulatlng to contracept~ve research 

ERIC M MATSNER, M D 

Students DISCUSS Modern Marr~age 

Jhscussion of birth control had a leadmg part In the 
Parley on Marr~age held on December 4th at Wesleyan 
Un~vers~ty,  Middletown, Conneckcut Nearly 1,000 stu 
dents heard talks by outstanding authorlt~es on the 
problems of modern marrlage 

Dr Sldney E Goldstem, chalrman of the Commls 
slon on Marnage, the Famdy and the Home, Central 
Conference of Amer~can Rabbls, addressed the confer 
ence and has given us a first hand report for the Revzew 

"It IS of espec~al Interest to me and to others asso 
ciated wlth the b ~ r t h  control movement to know that this 
Important student body agrun and agaln expressed their 
convict~on that they must be free to marry and enabled 
to postpone chddren untll they themselves declde that 
the tlme has come for a chdd," Dr Goldstem states "In 
many of the discuss~ons they urged economc cond~tlons 
as a reason for postponmg parenthood, but they also 
ins~sted that there are many other reasons why a young 
couple may decide not to have a chdd for the first or 
second year of marrled hfe 

"The whole sublect of marriage and the famdy was 
discussed w ~ t h  the utmost frankness by the speakers, 
and especially by the students One thmg that lm 
pressed me particularly was the h ~ g h  plane upon wh~ch 
the discussion moved " 

Among the speakers were Mrs Thomas N Hepburn, 
Dr Norman E Hmes  of Colgate University, Dr and 
Mrs Ernest R Groves of the Univers~ty of North Caro 
h a ,  and Rev S Ralph Harlow of S m ~ t h  College 



Court Upholds Clinic Program 

HE dead hand of Anthony Comstock IS powerless to 

T d  ay to keep birth control mformatlon from any mar 
rred woman whose physman feels that she needs ~t for 
the purpose of savmg life or promotmg well bang Thus 
the 63 year old federal statutes on contraceptlon were 
interpreted in tune with modern pubhc opmlon and 
clinlcal practlce through a unanimous declslon handed 
down on December 7,1936, by the Un~ted States Clrcuit 
Court of Appeals for the Second Cucult 

The declslon stands out as a landmark in blrth con 
trol hlstory It  upholds mews held over a perlod of 
years by the American Blrth Control League, whose 
polmes have been based upon prevlous court dec~s~ons  
of a hke nature and upon the prachcal observation that 
the federal laws dld not interfere wlth the work of 
medically dlrected buth control centers Unden~ably, 
however, the laws have retarded cllnlcal extension Wlth 
this added clarificat~on,the movement can push forward 
with even greater confidence In the task of makmg med 
lcal birth control available to poor mothers 

In 1933 a package of rubber pessarles was sent from 
Japan to Dr Hannah M Stone, New York gynecologist, 
for research purposes The customs authorltles refused 
to permlt h e  contracephves to enter the country Last 
January the case was brought before Judge Grover 
Moscowtz of the Dlstrict Court, who gave a favorable 
decision, directing that the contraceptlves be surrend 
ered to Dr Stone, smce they were intended for legit] 
mate med~cal use and the statute In questlon applled 
only to contraceptives for ~ l l e g ~ t ~ m a t e  use The govern 
ment appealed the case to the hlgher court, whose de 
clslon proved even more sweeplng than that of Judge 
Moscowltz Applying part~cularly to the ~mportatlon of 
contraceptlves, thls decision, when added to a prevlous 
declslon of the Game court relatlng to the use of the 
mails (the Youngs Case, 1930) fully defines the phy 
s~c~an ' s  r~ghts  In the matter 

Dec~s~on Based on Modern Knowledge 

Our member leagues who have worked tirelessly to 
etabllsh clmlcs, and the phys~c~ans who have demon 
strated the relation of blrth control to publ~c health, 
should be gratified to know that them agglessne pion 
eerlng has been a decisive factor In lnfluenclng the 
judges' opmlon For the declsmn is based upon the facts 
now available as to the health value of contraceptlon 

''It IS true," the judges stated, "that In 1873, when 
the Comstock Act was passed, mformation now avall 
able as to the evds resulting m many cases from con 

Phys~clons r~ghts are clar~f~ed by 
the eventful dec~s~on of the Un~ted 
States C ~ r c u ~ t  Court of Appeals 

ceptlon was most lirmted We are satisfied that 
thls statute, a s  well as all the acts we have referred to, 
embraced only such artlcles as Congress would have 
denounced as  mmoral  if it had understood all the con 
dihons under which they were to be used Its design, In 
our opmion, was not to prevent the Importation, sale or 
carriage by mall of things ~ h l c h  might mtelligently 
be employed by conscientious and competent physicians 
for the purpose of saving hfe or promoting the well be 
Ing of them patlents " 

The dec~sion polnted out that the Comstock B111, as 
orlglnally Introduced In the Senate, contamed the words 
6' except on a prescrlptlon of a physlclan In good stand 
mg, glven In good fa~th," but that those words were 
omitted from the bill as ~t was ultimately passed "The 
remarks , when the bdl  was up for passage In 
final form, lndlcate that the scope of the measure was 
not well understood and that the language used was to 
be left largely for future ~nterpretatlon," the judges 
held 

Legal Crusaders 

Mr Morr~s  Ernst, who acted as  Dr Stone's attorney 
In thls test case, has served at the same t m e  the entlre 
medlcal profession and the American public Profound 
gratitude IS due him Though he has modestly kept In 
the background, hls courage and brdllance are largely 
responuble for securlng this and previous court de 
clsions on contraceptlon Crusader agamst outworn 
“obscenity" laws for many years, Mr Ernst has prob 
ably done more than any other one person to free Amer 
wan art  and literature from the bhght of Comstockeij 
He has tong been a friend and defender of blrth control 
as a movement essent~al to civil hberty 

The Comstock laws st111 remaln on the statute books 
But, as legal authorities point out, a statute conslsts 
not of the letter of the law, but of the ~nterpretatlon 
given it by judges, by the 05clals charged wlth enforc 
mg ~ t ,  and by pub l~c  opinlon 

In a statement to the press, Margaret Sangei halled 
the decislon as making unnecessary the continuance of 
her fight for federal leglslat~en regardmg the rights of 
the medlcal profession 

The contrlbut~on that Mrs Sanger's convlctlon, elo 
quence and leadersh~p have made to awakening publlc 
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oplnlon to the need for birth control is well known In 
1916 she opened the first b ~ r t h  control clinlc In Amer 
~ c a ,  which was closed a few days later as "a public 
nuisance" In 1923 she estabhshed the Bmth Control 
Clinlcal Research Bureau, the first clinic to actually 
function, whlch was In its earher years a department of 
the Amerlcan Blrth Control League 

Mrs Sanger In 1928 r e s p e d  from the presidency 
of the American Blrth Control League to devote her 
energies to her cllnlc and to amending the federal laws 
She formed the National Commlttee on Federal Legls 
latlon for Blrth Control, whlch introduced ~ t s  first bill 
Into Congress In 1930 In the years 1930 through 1936, 
five Senate and five House bills have been Introduced 
by the Commttee, all of whlch have sought to exempt 
physicians and have been based on the assumption that 
there were no exceptions to the prohlbltlons of the 
statutes The bills have dled m commmee, with the ex 
ception of S 1842, whlch m 1934 reached the Senate 
calendar, was passed, and remalned so for fifteen ex 
cltlng mnutes-untd Senator McCarran of Nevada re 
called i t  

Though bhe opposltlon In Congress has repeatedly 
blocked the efforts of Mrs Sanger's Commlttee, the edu 
catlonal work In connection with its legal campaigns 
has built up an lrnpresslve body of publlc opmlon, 
whlch played a vltal part m lnfluencmg the present 
dec~slon Approximately 1,000 natlonal and local or 

The pages of the R e v m  chronicle bhis s e r v l c e t h e  
travels of field workers, the state leagues formed, ex 
hibtts held, medlcal lectures given and medlcal publlca 
tlons supphed, and recently, the heartenmg gains m 
brnnging birth control to rural as well as to clty 
mothers 

The League has concentrated upon the formation of 
strong state member leagues, capable of carrying on 
responslblllty and multlplylng cllnlcs after they have 
been helped to start the first one There were five state 
member leagues In 1930, now there are twenty two 
In 1935 the first standardization of clinlc procedure 
and management was lnstututed by the League to lnterest 
medlcal and lay sponsors m developmg better stand 
ards of soclal servlce and medlcal admlnlstration 

ganizatlons-including rehgious, medlcal, social and 
educational groups--have gone on record for amendlng 
the federal laws Among them 1s the General Federation 
of Women's Clubs 

Clmcs Blazed the Trod 
An Important exhlblt referred to the judges wlth Mr 

Ers t ' s  brlef on the case was a map showmg the locatlon 
of birth control cllnlcs In the Unlted States Further, 
In presenting facts on state laws, the brlef polnted out 
that even In the elght states which have prohlbltlons re 
gardmg contraceptives, all but Misslsslpp~ have cllnics 
functlomng openly 

The blrth control cllnics as community demonstra 
tlons have been an md~spensable factor IU mouldmg 
public oplnlon to the polnt where the court decislon was 
posslble Most of the clinlc development has come dur 
Ing the past SIX years In 1930 there were only 40 med 
lcally dlrected cllnlcs, two years ago, m January, 1935, 
there were 150, now there are 288, In 4.0 states and the 
Dlstrlct of Columb~a 

The American Blrth Control League has guided thls 
nhtlon wlde movement for cllnlc extension through ~ t s  
held work and through continuous education of lay - 
committees, soclal workers and the medlcal profession " ,  

A Lesson From England 
Slgnlficant as 1s the dec~slon of bhe Unlted States 

Circult Court of Appeals, ~t does not mean that the 
League and ~ t s  state member groups may now relax and 
rest on them achuevements Interestmg deductions can 
be made from reports recently received from England, 
where physlclans are  not hampered by blrth control 
laws In fact, the Mlnistry of Health has issued slnce 
1930 several memoranda urglng local Maternity and 
Child Welfare Authorltles to establnsh contraceptive 
clinlcs 

The Natlonal Blrth Control Assoclat~on of England, 
of whlch Lord Horder is president, carnes on a pro 
gram very slmllar to that of the Amencan Blrth Con 
trol League Though granted full legality, the Assoo~a 
tlon has found that aggresswe field work and organlza 
tion are necessary to stimulate the local authortt~es to 
take steps under the Mlnlstry of Health memoranda on 
blrth control Gluded by the Assoclatlon, 196 author1 
tles out of 423 m England and Wales have taken such 
steps since 1930 Voluntary clinlcs under private aus 
pices have also been establ~shed by the Associat~on, 
whlch states, "All our experience shows that the best 
and qulckest results are achleved by detailed and thor 
ough organmng work In many a town, an organizer 
who on her first vmt  was greeted wlth suspicion and 
apprehension has at the end of a few months estab 
l~shed a branch wlth a strong commttee, tnfluentlal 
sponsors and a flourlshlng cllnlc " 

All thls has a famlllar rlng to the American Blrth 
Control League and its state member leagues We know 
that no matter how broad rs the definition of a phy 
slclan's nghts, cllnlc doors do  not open automatically 
Responsrble commlttees must be organized, funds must 
be ratsed, cllnlclans tramed, soclal workers and pa 
tients lnformed of the cllnlc's servlce The old obstacles 
of ~nertla. conservatism and bleotrv must be overcome 



J a n u a r y ,  1 9 3 7  

As we begin the new year with the welcom~ glft of 
this decision which upholds our prmciples, we are re 
solved to press on wlth even greater effort toward the 
goal of medical birth control adequate for the needs of 
every community m America 

News from the States 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

The cllnic of the SIOUX Falls Birth Control League 
has been assigned quarters by the Chamber of Com 
merce In the splendidly equlpped wing of the new City 
Hall that is given over exclusively to publ~c health 
agencles One mother traveled two hundred miles across 
the prame on bad roads to reach the clmic Rapld Clty 
now has a clinic open one evening a week in a doctor's 
office 

A state wide drive for memberships and funds IS be 
mg launched this month, wrltes Mrs W R Ronald 
president of the South Dakota Maternal Health League 
"Whlle the prospects are not as  bright as they mlght 
be, owing to the lmpoverlshed condition of the state, 
we find more and more mterest among people who a 
year ago could not even have been approached on the 
subject," she reports 

Literature has been glven out through many channels 
and talks have been made before influential groups Dr 
A R Rlder, medical dlrector of the League, presented 
its program to the State Federation of Women's Clubs 

A distinguished sociologist, long a friend of the blrth 
control movement, now heads the work of the Penn 
sylvanla Birth Control Federation James H S Bos 
sard, professor of sociology in the University of Penn 
sylvanla, was elected president at the Federation's an 
nual meetmg on November 23rd 

Mrs Thomas N Hepburn, legislative chairman of 
the National Committee on Federal Legislation for 
Birth Control, gave a stirring address at the annual 
luncheon on "Birth Control in the Modern World" 
Mrs LOUIS deB Moore, chairman of the executive com 
mittee of the American Birth Control League, presented 
the League's greetmgs and congratulations to the state 
member league on its achievements 

The Federation has alded 19,084 mothers smce the 
begmmng of ~ t s  cllnic service m 1929 Last year there 
were 1,602 new patients, and ten new cllmcs were 
opened, makmg the total of actlve centers in the state 
now thirty three 

To bring birth control mstructlon to the wives of 
miners, who so sorely need ~ t ,  Dr Alla Nekrassova, 

who understands most Slavlc dialects, 1s belng sent by 
the Federat~on into "coal towns " 

SOCIAL WORKERS COOPERATE 

This fall for the first time, the Illmols Birth Control 
League had a table at the State Conference of Social 
Work Mrs Benjamin Carpenter and Mrs Harry Guth 
mann, who were in attendance, found great enthusiasm 
and willingness to cooperate on the part of socral work 
ers from many sections of the state New clinics "down 
state" promise to result from contacts that were made 

Mrs Arthur S Klrk, corresponding secretary of the 
Iowa Maternal Health League, reports ,"In 1935 we 
asked our State Social Work Conference if we might 
have a round table on birth control In 1936 the sec 
retary of the Conference asked us ~f we would not again 
conduct a round table, and our meeting was given a 
much better place on the program The executive com 
mlttee of the Conference voted to make us an actlve 
member About fifty five delegates attended our meet 
ing, which we considered a very good proportlon, a i  
there were several conflichng conferences " 

Evelyn Sehgmann Memor~al Fund 
Through the generosity of Mrs Henry Siegbert a 

permanent fund has been established as a memorlal to 
her slster, Mrs Rene Sehgmann, whose devoted service 
as a member of the board of directors was so inspiring 
to all who knew her 

It is the wish of the donor that the fund be admin 
lstered for the establishment of new clinics, and llke the 
former cllnic fund, it 1s to serve as  an incentive for 
raislng an equal amount locally 

The permanence of a birth control clmlc is a condi 
tion whlch must be planned for at the very start The 
prlnclple underlying the clinic fund is to assure the In 
terest of a sufficiently large committee to b d d  and 
maintam the clmlc as a civlc responsibility Thls 1s 
posslble only when there is vlslon beyond the first few 
sessions Supplies, quarters, even staff cannot alone as 
sure permanence and expandmg soclal service Plan 
nmg based upon reasonable financial securlty is also 
necesary 

The League will be glad to receive constructive sug 
gestions for the use of the Fund beyond ~ t s  present 
scope The donor has been exceptionally open minded 
and does not wish unduly to restrict her glft Such glv 
ing puts added responslbllity upon administration and 
we want to be able to assure Mrs Slegbert that the 
money wdl be expended where ~t wlll do great and 
lastlng good So shall we have a fitting memorlal to a 
mother who gave unsparmgly in her service to mothers 
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Sterll~zat~on Arguments 
Four Pamphlets By Marion S 

Norton Heredity and Twelve So 
clal Problems, 46 pages, $25 ,  
Sterlllzation and the Organized 
Opposition, 41 pages, $25 ,  
Crlme In Its Biological Aspect, 
62 pages, $35 ,  New Jersey's So 
clally Inadequate Classes, $ 25 
Published by the author, 174 
Prospect Ave , Prmceton, N J 

Mrs Norton, as  chairman of the 
Department of Social Hyglene of 
the Princeton League of Women 
Vuters, has long been campaignmg 
actlvely for such measures as blrth 
control, sterillzatlon, and restrlc 
tlon of ~mnugration Thls series of 
pamphlets represents amrnunitlon 
to be used in educational and legis 
latlve campaigns, particularly for 
sterdrzatlon 

The first one emphasizes the Im 

portance of heredlty in relation to 
mental deficiency, mental diseases, 
epilepsy, venereal dlseases, Imml 
gratlon, education, crippled chd 
dren, neglected chddren, the deaf, 
the b h d ,  and the sick, and finally, 
war 

The second 1s a vlgorous and 
documented attack on the Roman 
Cathohc Church, whlch the author 
consldeis the only "organized op 
position" to steril~zation and sim 
dar  measures 

The thud 1s particularly timely 
Criminology 1s g e t t i n g from 
thoughtful people just now more 
attention than ever before, but most 
of thts concern 1s with leglslatlon, 
admmistration, or mental hygiene 
The biological foundations should 
not be overlooked, and this pamph 
let does a servlce m lay~ng before 
the publlc some of the relevant 
data, such as the findlngs of t h ~  
Gluecks 

The fourth pamphlet 1s of specla1 
concern to the people of New Jer 
sey, srnce rt describes the burden of 

the socially Inadequate classes m 
that state, with particulars as to 
them sources There 1s no reason to 
suppose that New Jersey has any 
more soclal madequates than other 
states Such a compllatlon for each 
state In the Unlon would be most 
welcome 

These pamphlets are attractively 
printed, and are crammed wlth 
facts, quotations, and case histor 
ies in support of the author's 
theses No one expects a campaign 
handbook to constitute a balanced, 
objective, and dlspasslonate survey 
of the case from every possible 
point of view If Mrs Norton were 
charged with over emphasizmg the 
biologlcat aspects, she w o u l d 
doubtless reply that the environ 
mental aspects are continually be 

fore the publm, and that she IS 

merely trying to restore, In some 
shght measure, the balance 

Those who do not accept her 
point of vlew wdl probably not 
llke the p a m p h l e t s  Those who 
share her pomt of vlew will doubt 
less make wide use of them There 
is room for difference of opmlon 
on m a n y  p o i n t s ,  a n d  there a-e 
broad statements that would re 
q u ~ r e  quallficatlon o r  interprets 
tlon in another setting, but specrfic 
errors of fact are few The author 
has carned out successfully her In 
tention-to provide a compact and 
convenient source of campaign ma 
terlal for those who are promoting 
sterllizahon and other biological 
measures of race betterment 

PAUL POPENOE 

Puerto R~co Old Woman In a Shoe 

Under the tltle, "Puerto Rico 
Old Woman In A Shoe," in the wm 
ter, 1936 37 ~ssue  of the North 
A m e r ~ a n  Revzew appears a graph 
IC account of Puerto Rlco's oppres 
sive social, economlc and health 
condltlons The art~cle 1s a report 
of experiences and observations by 
Dr Erlc M Matsner, Medlcal Dl 
rector of the Amencan B ~ r t h  Con 
trol League, who recently vlslted 
the island at the mvltatlon of the 
Puerto Rican Med~cal Soc~ety, and 
Willlam Laldlaw, a free lance 
wrlter on forergn affalrs, who ac 
cornpanled h ~ m  

The authors report, "The foul 
ness of the Puerto Rlcan peon's ex 
lstence can hardly be descr~bed He 
lives literally In a state of chronlc 
starvation, crowdlng h ~ s  filthy, 
scarecrow body Into a hut where 
his female counterpart and them 
numberless wretched chlldren a1 
most always share at least one of 
hls dlseases Beyond this-h~s sad 
body, hls hut propped up on ~ t s  
waverlng stlcks and hls unhappy 

famlly-he has nothlng of hls own, 
seldom even a blt of earth on which 
to grow thmgs " 

The report pomts out that Puerto 
Rxo, a country that cannot com 
fortably support more than elght 
hundred thousand, now has a popu 
latlon rapldly nearing two mlllion 
The peon group constitutes slxty 
per cent of the island's inhab~tants, 
and a peon's annual income for hls 
entire famdy 1s seldom m excess of 
one hundred dollars 

The precartous economlc frame- 
work of the island, attributed to 
many factors, both internal and ex 
ternal, lndlcate the need for com 
plete economic rehabllrtation The 
authors In summarlzing, however, 
state, "No matter what political or 
economic destmy a eventually in 
store for the ~sland, ~ t s  first need, 
~ t s  eternal need wdl contmue to be 
the healthy regulation of ~ t s  popu 
latlon " 

Reprmts of thls article are avad 
able through the Bzrth Control Re 
lnew at seven cents a copy 
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Does Bwth Control Mean Race Surc~dei! 
Thm remarkable ed&rd Populatwn Vanabbe' u reprinted from 

the NEW YOBK HEW TBIBuNE, N ~ v o m b e ~  84, 1996 

There IS hardly an  educated per 
son who has not heard,& nauseam, 
about the "teemmg m~lllons" mak 
mg war mevltable by thelr fecund 
ity, or those other mill~ons (some 
tlmes, mdeed, the same ones) who 
threaten to extinguish civilization 
by then alarming failure to repro 
duce themselves Mussol~nl alter 
nately demands of the world that ~t 
give h m  room for the Italians who 
now exlst, and summons the moth 
ers of Italy to fresh efforts lest 
there be no Italians at all Yet there 
are few educated persons who have 
more than the foglest  notlons as 
to the nature, cause or cure of pop 
ulation problems or even a s  to thew 
reality It  IS into thls fog that the 
November issue of the "Annals" of 
the Amencan Academy of Polltlcal 
and Social Sclence steps with a 
symposium of "Studles m Popula 
t~on" by our ablest workers In the 
field And some of the lmpllcatlons 
of these scientific and close packed 
articles are surprlsmg 

The   hen omen on of rapidly de 
clining birth rates in all  the West 
ern countries is well known, SO, to 
a lesser extent, are the more recent 
studies of ferthty, wh~ch po~nt  
toward a much earlier stabitlzation 
and thereafter a much more dras t~c 
decline of the industrial peoples 
than IS revealed by the crude birth 
and death rates It 1s not SO well 
appreciated that even these latter 
conclus~ons are stdl open to doubts 
whlch can only be resolved by ex 
perience The forecastlnp of popu 
la t~on trends is as yet anythlng but 
an exact sclence, and even less IS 

the present knowledge of the mech 
anwm whlch causes them Most 
people assume that b ~ r t h  control is 
the maln reason for the dwindling 
fertility of peoples, actuallv, the 
qublect IS one of such vlolent con 

troversy even among students that 
the edltor included no paper on ~ t ,  
whlle if it 1s an Important cause 
it IS a t  best but one Many other 
direct and ~ndlrect factors - the 
average age of marriage, marriage 
and divorce rates, the prevalence 
of disease or psycholog~cal dls 
orders, the numbers shut up In 
mstltutlons, as  well as more gen 
era1 economic and social condl 
tions--all must be taken into ac 
count 

But ~f ne~ther population changes 
nor then causes are well under 
stood, even less so are then effects 
Many recent wrlters have taken ef 
fectlve pot shots at the vague no 
tion of "population pressure", but 
thoughtful consideration reveals 
the dubiety of even more detailed 
ideas upon the subject The Idea 
that a country m u  st  produce a 
larger populahon in order to ralse 
the standard of llvlng may be as  11 
lusory as the Idea that mass unem 
ployment shows the populat~on to 
be too large 

The possiblhty that the Weste~n 
powers ( inc ludrng  Waternlzed 
Japan) may soon begin depopulat 
ing themselves toward extmctlon IS 

real enough to encourage the most 
earnest prosecution of the studles 
upon which these scholars are em 
barked But the d~fficultles of the 
subject would still seem to be so 
great as to make one very wary of 
the countless loose generahzat~ous 
flung about on the "populat~on 
problem " 

The Sixteenth Annual Meetmg 
of the American Birth Control 
League wdl be held at 10 30 a m  
on Thursday, January 28th, 1937, 
at the Hotel Roosevelt, Madison 
Avenue and 45th Street, New York 
City Amendment of Art~cle V, Sec 
tion 1 of the By laws w ~ l l  be con 
sldered 

CHARLOTTE D MARSH, Secy 

The nominating committee pre 
sents the following for elect~on to 
 he Board of Directors 

T o  SERVE UNTIL 1938 
Mrs Joseph D Burge, Kentuck) 
M n  Benjamn Carpenter, Illlnols 
Mrs McGarvey Clme, Florida 
Mrs Edward Cornish, Arkansas 
Mrs W R Ronald, South Dakota 

To SERVE UNTLL 1940 
Mrs Frederick B Adams, J r  
Mrs Richard Blllings 
Mr Gllbert Colgate 
Mrs Frederic Cromwell 
MIS Henry de Rham 
Mrs Charles Dana Draper 
Mrs Mansfield Feri y 
Clarence James Gamble, M D 
Mrs Morns Hadley 
Mrs Roger Howson 
Dl Clarence Cook Little 
Mrs Robert McC Marsh 
MIS Louis deB Moore 
Richard N Plerson, M D 
Mrs Willlam C Potter 
Mrs Walter N Rothschdd 
Mrs John G M Stone 
Benjamln T Tilton, M D 
Mrs Leslle J Tompklns 
Ira S Wlle, M D 
Dr C E A W ~ n s l o ~  

CORNELIA CROMWEI L, 
Chacrman 

LISTEN I N 1  
The League will b e  o n  the  a n  in  a coast to 
coast  broadcast over the Columbla network 

W E D N E S D A Y  E V E N I N G  J A N U A R Y  2 7  
10 30 P M eastern time WABC a n d  allied stations 

(See page one for further details) 
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In The News 
What is the ideal size family? "Two children, per 

haps three," sald the typical Amerlcan, in a poll re 
cently conducted by the Amerlcan Institute of P u b l ~ c  
Oplnion Previously the Institute polled a cross section 
of 100,000 voters In all states on the question, "Should 
the d~strlbution of information on h t h  control be made 
legal?" Seventy per cent voted "yes " 

The Western New York Baptist Young People, In 
convention in Rochester, November 29th, unanimously 
recommended "the establishment of a more adequate 
number of birth control clinics and competent counsel 
on this subject to be made avadable as needed " 

A verd~ct is expected momentarily In the Canadian 
"birth control t r~al"  wbch has been going on smce 
October In Eastvlew, a suburb of Ottawa MISS Dorothea 
Palmer, soclal worker, n charged with violation of the 
Canadian Crlmlnal Code for having offered contracep 
tives for sale and advertised contraceptwe methods 
through a pamphlet If ~t is proved that "the publlc. 
good was served" by Miss Palmer's actlon, she wdl not 
be convicted 

The defense has covered a wlde ground, with test1 
mony from prominent clergymen, sociolog~sts and 
phys~c~ans "I think that this may be in some respects 
the most Important bmth control trlal In the annals of 
the Enghsh speakmg people," reports C E Silcox, gen 
era1 secretary of the Soclal Sewme Council of Canada 
'It comes at a tune when pubhc oplnion is far more 
crystallized than ~t ever has been and when we have 
sclent~fic data to put Into the evldence In my own ~ u d g  
ment, the cause of blrth control will be promoted, 
whatever the verd~ct " 

Room 912 

51 5 Madson Avenue 
New York N Y 

Deeds and Dollars 

A hard workmg bmhop m the throes of a 
finance dnve was once known to remark to 
a imud fellow worker. 

"My Bhle doesn t say 'throw out a gentle 
hmt cmd ye shall rece~ve'l 

So talang our cue from the bzahop we ask 
frankly and with fmth 

Is there a Renew reader who IRlU glve five 
hundred dollars for an urgently needed c h c ?  

Local support has been assured m cm m 
dushal center whch could serve ~ t s  own com 
m u t y  and the unpovenshed populahons of 
outlymg mount- mmng and agricultural 
drstncts as well-f we had five hundred do1 
lam to get the chuc started- 1pcdculable 
amount of servlce just w a b g  to be released 
as soon as someone pnmes the pump mth 
hve hundred dollars1 

If you cannot glve for thls specld purpose 
perhaps you could make some contnbuhon 
over and above your membershpthere m 
so much more to be done lust as soon as the 
funds are forthcommg 

M e m b e d p s  rcmge from three dollars to 
one hundred dollars rpld contnbuhons up to 
the h u t  of ones abIkty and &&on to 
m e  

Please make checks payable to 

AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE, Inc 
515 Madrson Avenue. New York. N Y 
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