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T H E  changes wh~ch must occur before a soc~al move 
ment may become a successful reform are usually 

glven less attention than are the hoped-for effects Yet 
any soclal change becomes poss~ble only because certaln 
prior changes have taken place In  the case of blrth 
control, for ~nstance, the effects of the reform ~n mltl 
gatmg poverty, lmprovlng the health of mother and 
ch~ld,  aldmg the eugenlcs movement, or dlmmshlng 
overpopulat~on and war, are glven more emphas~s than 

An Idea of the number of soc~al changes w ~ t h  wh~ch 
b~r th  control may be allled can be gamed from the re- 
port on Recent Social Trends made by Pres~dent Hoov- 
er's Comm~ss~on In  the two summary volumes there 
are a dozen references to bnth control, and the th~rteen 
speclal monographs also make frequent references to 
the subject T h e  relat~on of blrth control to dworce and 
~ t s  effect on the famlly, ~ t s  effect on food ratlos and 
natural resources w ~ t h  the economlc ~mpl ra t~ons ,  the 
Influence of the use of contraceptlvy on codes of moral 
~ t y ,  ~ t s  relat~on to prostltutlon are but a few of the 

are the antecedent changes whlch have brought the phases touched upon Warren Thompson, In the chap- 
movement about T h ~ s  neglect of the study of s o d  ter on "Populatlon," remarks that " ~ f  a contmued de- 
causes IS, to some extent, a natural one T h e  reformer clme In the b ~ r t h  rate 1s a des~red end, ~t seems that the 
does not wrlte for the general publ~c on the mechams present mode of l ~ f e  can be l~ t t l e  lmproved upon " H e  
of hls reform, any more than a radroad company ad- polnts out the numerous penalt~es placed upon parent 
vertlses ~ t s  locomot~ves rather than the beaut~es of Banff hood ~n busmess, the dlfficult~es of housmg faced by 

Yet ~t should be remembered that every soclal change parents w ~ t h  ch~ldren, and the Increase of urbanlzat~on 
stands ~n a genetlc relatlon to other soclal changes and w ~ t h  apartment house and restaurant existence Hornell 
1s poss~ble only because of certam antecedent develop Hart  In the same volume, after an analys~s of the chang- 
ments Many of the soc~al changes wh~ch  have made the ~ n g  t~des  ~n reform sent~ment, suggests that changes In 
blrth control movement posslble are of a general sort, sex attitudes, lncludmg b ~ r t h  control, may even be con- 
effectwe for other soc~al reforms as well Under t h ~ s  nected w ~ t h  such technolog~cal dev~ces as the automo- 
head come the growth of modern communlcatlon, the b ~ l e  Subst~tutlon of sclentlfic crlterla for rellg~ous con 
power of publ~c oplnlon and voluntary organlzatlon, trol tends also to favor fam~ly llmltat~on 
the weaken~ng of the t rad~t~onal  standards of morality The  effect of organized reforms on soaal changes 
and the loosened grlp of fam~ly, clan, and autocratic was omltted ~n the soctal trends study, but the Impor- 
rellglous group T h e  development of contraceptive de- tance of such efforts was often lrnphed In t h ~ s  
vlces, cheap prmtmg, popular education and a high connection ~t may be added that organ~zed reform 
standard of llvlng are also among the causes of the birth movements are Irregularly alded or hmdered by the 
control movement Thus reforms are not effectuated 
ent~rely through publ~c opmlon, but through a myrlad 
of other soc~al changes as well 

Frequently soc~al changes are t ~ e d  together ~n what 
are called cultural complexes or "adhes~ons," and peo- 
ple adopt a new practlce not because they appreciate ~t 
part~cularly at the time, but because it comes t o  them 
w ~ t h  some other change whlch they are glad to adopt 
B ~ r t h  control 1s often accepted or rejected ~n terms of 
such cultural settlngs or chance accompaniments At  one 
tme,  for ~nstance, it was thought of as a "godless" re- 
form assoc~ated only w ~ t h  rad~cals Later tt broke loose 
from such connotat~ons And although a t  the present 
tlme there 1s a llngerlng assocratlon w ~ t h  woman suf- 
frage, companionate marriage, and antl-war sent~ment, 
there wlll seem l ~ t t l e  reason at a later date why these 
reforms should be thought of together 

progress of other soclal movement Thus, the organ~zed 
effort for eugenlcs, sex hyglene, maternal and ch~ld 
health, and the movements for outlawry of war, have 
unquestionably b u ~ l t  up oplnlons whlch logically sup 
port b ~ r t h  control A study of the Amer~can Blrth 
Control League also shows that ~ t s  members come from 
a soc~al stratum wh~ch glves a dtsproportionate number 
of members to reform organlzatlons of the type just 
named and further emphas~zes the fact of the con- 
genlallty of such movements 

Yet there are not an unllm~ted number of ways ~n 
wh~ch the reformer's goals can be fitted mto a complex 
soc~al order HIS task must be to gauge correctly the 
soc~al trends, the deep, elemental changes of h ~ s  tlme, 
and to gear h ~ s  work to them 

F M V R ~ E L A ~ ,  
DePauw Unrvmrty 



MOST of the people who attended the Amer~can 
Conference on B ~ r t h  Control and Nat~onal Re- 

covery held In Wash~ngton January 15-17 were of the 
same mmd as far as the b ~ r t h  control Idea IS concerned 
Naturally, there were d~fferences of oplnlon and polnts 
of vlew on plans and proceedmgs, but fundamentally all 
present agreed upon the underlying prlnc~ples of the 
need for judlc~ous fam~ly plannmg T h e  sttuatlon was 
qulte dlfferent at the Hearmg whlch followed A B ~ l l  
des~gned to exempt the med~cal profess~on from the re 
strlctlons of the Federal Law was Introduced In the 
House by Congressman P~erce of Oregon and came up 
for hearmg before the Judlc~ary Comm~ttee on January 
18 and 19 Here two opposlng forces met, forces wh~ch 
vaned In then fundamental Ideas, In t h e ~ r  vlewpolnts 
and outlook, In thew total perspectlve T h e  resultmg 
encounter was charged w ~ t h  tenmon and drama 

Oddly enough, those for and agalnst b ~ r t h  control 
time and agaln used the same facts, but drew dlfferent 
conclus~ons Rabb~  Israel of Balt~more, speaklng for 
the B111, appealed on the bas~s of moral~ty and the 
sanctlty of marrlage, the famtly and the home "Mar- 
r~age," he sa~d ,  "must have a spirttual unity and beauty 
wh~ch can only exlst when there IS compat~bll~ty and 
freedom from worry Blrth control w ~ l l  abolsh Im 
moral~ty and make for early marrtage A change In 
the law IS necessary to preserve fam~ly hfe ~n the Un~ted  
States " T h e  opposltlon urged the defeat of the bdl on 
the bass of the same moral Issues I t  will destroy 
marrlage and the fam~ly,  ~t w ~ l l  lead to gross Im 
moral~ty and deprav~ty, ~t wdl make marrlage a bed 
of prostltutlon 

Professor Henry Pratt Fa~rch~ld ,  of New York Unl- 
verslty, appealed for the Bill on the ground that our 
present populat~on growth IS dysgen~c T h e  more ~n 
telhgent people, he sa~d, are resorting to blrth con- 
trol measures whde the underprlvdeged have less 
opportunity to obtam t h ~ s  knowledge A w ~ d e  d~ssem~na- 
tlon of b ~ r t h  control mformat~on, wh~ch  would result 
from the passage of the B111, would serve to balance the 
present unequal populat~on growth Father Coughlln, 
of the opposltlon, adm~ttmg the evlls of a d~fferent~al 
b ~ r t h  rate, and deplormg the fact that the Negroes, the 
Poles and the Ital~ans are outnumbermg the Anglo- 
Saxon and Celt~c races In t h ~ s  country, nevertheless 
appealed for the defeat of the B ~ l l  on t h ~ s  very bass 

D r  Fred J Tauss~g, of Wash~ngton Unmers~ty, 
favored the Bill because he was of the oplnlon that the 
wander d~ssem~nat~on of blrth control knowledge would 
be the most effectwe weapon In the control of abor- 

tlons, whde a doctor of the opposltlon urged ~ t s  de- 
feat on the ground that ~t would "legal~ze abort~on " 

In  speakmg for the B111, the wrlter ment~oned the 
present menace of the commerc~al~zat~on of contracep 
tlves n t h ~ s  country and stated that ~ t s  passage was 
necessary In order that proper control and supervlslon 
could be lnst~tuted Congresswoman Norton, speakmg 
agalnst the B111, also ment~oned the dangers of com- 
merc~al~zat~on and appealed for the defeat of the B ~ l l  
for thls very reason 

Congressman P~erce urged everyone to read a recent 
a r t d e  "B~rth  Control's Busmess Baby" In the New 
Republtc so that they m ~ g h t  reahze how necessary t h ~ s  
leglslat~on IS The  opposltlon also urged everyone to 
read thls art~cle ln order to real~ze how dangerous the 
passage of this B11l would be! 

Oppos~t~on to the B ~ l l  came almost ent~rely from 
Cathol~c sources and ~t was well organ~zed Men and 
women representmg all kmds of Cathol~c organlza 
tlons appeared before the Comm~ttee to express them 
d~sapproval - the Counc~l of Cathol~c Women, the 
Cathol~c Alumnae, the Cathol~c Nurses, the Kp~ghts 
of Columbus, the Ladles' Auxhary of the Kn~ghts of 
St John, the Daughters of Isabella, etc,  etc And there 
was, above all, Father Coughlm Father Coughlm was 
eas~ly the "ace" of the opposltlon Because of his w ~ d e  
rad~o  follow~ng ~t was naturally assumed that hls 
words would carry most we~ght w ~ t h  the Congress 
men If they d ~ d ,  however, t h ~ s  was not due to any log~c 
or reason on the part of Father Coughlm, he managed 
to pervert completely the meanlng and purpose of 
blrth control 

I t  was he who s a ~ d  that "btrth control would trans- 
form marrlage Into a bed of prost~tut~on," lmply~ng 
that any man or woman who uses any measure for the 
prevention of conception IS morally depraved "The 
prlmal commandment," he stated, "n to Increase and 
mult~ply There are not enough hungry mouths ln t h ~ s  
country to consume the wheat we rase " Father Cough- 
1111 came out very strongly, as someone remarked, for 
the "free and unllm~ted colnage of bab~es" H e  con- 
stantly mmgled h ~ s  monetary theor~es w ~ t h  h ~ s  opposl- 
tlon to b ~ r t h  control, and even managed to drag ~n the 
spectre of communism 

In the rebuttal D r  Prentlss Wlllson of Wash~ngton 
answered lncls~vely the statements made by Drs How- 
ard Kelly and W m  A Morgan of the opposltlon H e  
pomted out the lnconslstencles of the Amer~can Med~cal 
Assoc~at~on's stand towards b ~ r t h  control and concluded 
w ~ t h  the statement that "the demand of the women of 
t h ~ s  Country 1s for b ~ r t h  control" and that those who 
are opposed to ~t "should bear m m ~ n d  the expertence 



of K ~ n g  Canute when he told the t ~ d e  not to come In " 
I n  a b r ~ l l ~ a n t  closmg speech, Margaret Sanger 

pomted out that the accusations of commerc~al~zat~on 
made agalnst her were ent~rely unfounded, and that no 
one connected w ~ t h  her work IS ~n any way assocrated 
w ~ t h  any commerc~al organuatlon She, herself, had 
been offered a quarter of a m~lhon dollars to broad- 
cast on a program sponsored by the manufacturers of 
a certaln chem~cal preparatlon wh~ch  IS used as a gen- 
eral d~smfectant, and had refused because her broad- 
castmg m ~ g h t  have been construed as an endorsement 
of that part~cular product for contraceptlve purposes 
She stressed the fact that the passage of the B ~ l l  would 
not make ~t compulsory for anybody to employ b ~ r t h  
control methods, and that those who are opposed to ~t 
on moral or re l~g~ous grounds would be free to act 
accordmg to the d~ctates of t h e ~ r  conscience She also 
po~nted out that the advocacy by the Cathol~c Church 
of the "Safe Per~od" as a means for the prevention of 
conceptlon IS, ~n effect, an advocacy of b ~ r t h  control, 
d~ffermg only in the type of method advlxd Relat~ng 
the story of her l~fe's work she urged the passage of 
the Bdl for the benefit of the "Forgotten Woman" of 
Amer~ca 

Po l~ t~cs ,  obscurantism, med~aeval~sm and superstl- 
tlon are stdl, no doubt, the controllmg factors ~n the 
a t t~tude of many of our leg~slators towards the prob- 
lems of b ~ r t h  control T o  those of us, however, who 
were present at  the Hearmgs, ~t seemed that ~f the 
Issue IS to be dec~ded upon the bas~s of facts, reason and 
soc~al need, the B ~ l l  should unquest~onably be favor- 
ably reported out of Comm~ttee 

HANNAH M STONE, M D 
Medzcal Dzrector, Btrth Control 

Cltntcal Research Bureau 

NUGGETS FROM THE CONFERENCE 
The quotattons whrch follow are taken from papers 

presented at the Washzngton Conference 

"It should be as easy and natural for a woman to 
consult her doctor about prevencept~on as about rheu 
matlsm Notw~thstandmg the appllcatlon of some out 
dated but unrepealed statutes, there IS nothmg more 
obscene about preventmg conceptlon than about pre 
ventmg r~ckets T h e  leg~t~mate  reasonable need for 
contraceptlve knowledge 1s just as common as mar- 
rlage I n  med~cal terms, the ~ n d ~ c a t ~ o n  for contraceptlve 
teachmg IS maternity I t  should be routme durlng post- 
partum care to  teach the mother protection agamst a 
prompt next pregnancy " 

A L O Y E T T  D E W E E S  

"B~rth Control constitutes an mtegral part of any 
rat~onal economlc system and oppos~t~on to ~t con st^ 

tutes a tar& on the fit for the purpose of s u b s ~ d ~ z ~ n g  
the unfit " 

JOSEPH J SPENGLER 

"The regulat~on of conceptlon IS a med~cal prob 
lem wh~ch should be handled by med~cal people and 
under med~cal supervwlon Advances made ~n the study 
and understandmg of factors regulatmg conceptlon have 
aroused a tremendous amount of mterest Progress, 
r a p ~ d ~ t y  and success are dependent upon continued study 
of these factors Cl~ntcal and research findmgs should 
be put to some form of regular communlcatlon so that 
we may be famhar  w ~ t h  work done by other men " 

G E O R G E  LYFORD 

"The economlc c r m  through wh~ch  we are passlng 
IS br~ngmg un~versal real~zat~on that the number of 
ch~ldren wh~ch  a fam~ly should have, IS no longer mere- 
ly a prlvate or famdy matter to dec~de, but IS essent~ally 
a communlty concern Part~cularly IS t h ~ s  true In the 
case of famhes on rel~ef, slnce the communlty, sty, 

state and natlon, has to support then members out of 
the publ~c treasury or communlty chanty funds" 

LEROY S B O W M A N  

"If at  a tlme when we are carrylng on rel~ef be- 
tween three and four m ~ l l ~ o n  famhes, we are golng to 
deny and to  legally forb~d these famil~es the use of 
agencles and methods whlch w ~ l l  permlt them sanely 
to control then reproduct~on ln the hght of them present 
clrcumstances, then we are rejecting the philosophy 
underly~ng man's ascent from the jungle T o  deny to 
self respectlng f a m ~ l ~ e s  ~n d~stress the r ~ g h t  of self- 
determmat~on ~n the sacred funct~on of brmg~ng new 
hfe Into the world seems just about lnconcewable What  
are the added effects upon these famhes of havmg new 
bab~es when they are on publ~c re l~e f?  T h ~ s ,  ~n turn, 
leads to the larger questlon What  of the sex relat~on 
sh~ps  between husband and w ~ f e  ~n these normal, self- 
respecting famdles, now on publ~c re l~ef?  Shall they 
add further to t h e ~ r  mlsery and then lmposltlon upon 
the publ~c treasury by hav~ng ch~ldren at  ~ t s  expense, 
or  shall they become the cellbates of the New Deal? 
Apparently, our leaders are unw~llmg to face thts sues 
tron, or to permlt these f a m h  legally to cons~der ~t " 

J A M E S  H S BOSSARD 

"It a ~n the preparatlon of the chddren today for 
the world of tomorrow that the b ~ r t h  control move 
ment finds ~ t s  h~ghest asplratlon Not ~n l lm~tat~on,  but 



~n preparatlon of the ch~ldren do we find our goal O u r  
endeavor 1s to create a population wh~ch  by ~ t s  sk~ll ,  
a b h y  and effic~ency, by ~ t s  flex~bhty and receptive 

ness In the face of new cond~t~ons, wdl be able to keep 
~ t s  lead " 

T WINGATE TODD 

"The decrease In the slze of the fam~ly IS generally 
adm~tted to be due very largely to the use of contra- 
ceptlves Young people wlth l~mited Income, knowmg 
that they can have some control over the slze of t h e ~ r  
future fam~ly, are more wdhng to marry than they 
would be ~f they knew that marrlage would almost 
surely entad add~t~onal  economlc burdens m the form 
of chddren " 

WILLIAM F OGBURN 

"Most v ~ s ~ b l y  we need b ~ r t h  control, to protect the 
health of the mother and that of the chddren, to con- 
serve the strength of the father also, that he need not 
have more to provrde for than he 1s able, to ensure 
better l ~ v ~ n g  cond~t~ons for the famdy, and ~n a larger 
soc~al respons~bll~ty to so guard our numbers as to end 
forever that deadly 'pressure of populat~on' wh~ch IS 

the one perpetual cause of war " 
CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN 

Proceedmgs of the med~cal and b~olog~cal sesslons 
of the Conference wdl be ~ssued by the Nat~onal Com- 
mlttee on Federat~on Leg~slat~on for Btrth Control, 
and may be ordered from that organlzatlon at 1343 
H Street, N W ,  Washmgton, D C 

T h e  resolut~on on contraceptlve suppl~es prmted ~n 
the February REVIEW was maccurately worded I t  
should read as follows 

WHEREAS, T h e  manufacture of contraceptlve ar 
t~cles 1s mcreaslng, and 

WHEREAS, contraception 1s an ~ncreasmgly Impor- 
tant med~cal problem requmng med~cal super- 
v ~ s ~ o n ,  and 

WHEREAS under the present laws there 1s no possl- 
b h t y  of supervlslon of contraceptlve manufacture, 
be ~t 

RESOLVED, that a central sc~ent~fic comm~ttee con- 
s ~ s t ~ n g  of prominent phys~c~ans, b~olog~sts, and 
other sclentlsts, be organ~zed to formulate stand- 
ards for the manufacture, advert~s~ng and testmg 
of contraceptwe products 

1711s resolut~on was adopted by the Amencan Con- 
ference on Bmth Control and Nat~onal Recovery and 
by the Amer~can B ~ r t h  Control League at ~ t s  annual 

T h e  Brrth Control League of Massachusetts has 
sent the followrng letter to the charrmen of all W e 1  
fare Commrttees throughout the State 

You must realme only too clearly In these tunes the 
tragedy that the conception of another chdd would 
brmg to each fam~ly you are trymg to help where the 
number of chddren 1s already overtaxing the phys~cal 
powers of the mother or where want and 111-health 
threaten the existence of the fam~ly l ~ f e  Fam~ly l m t a -  
tlon, by med~cally sound means, would go far toward 
l~ftlng the mental, phys~cal and economlc burden of 
these people 

These mothers need mtructton ~n control of con- 
ceptlon They have a rrght to t h ~ s  mstructlon There 1s 
no Massachusetts law nor Federal law wh~ch den~es t h ~ s  
r~gh t  Nmety percent of the Protestant Churches of 
Massachusetts have vo~ced them approval of blrth con- 
trol 

T h e  Cathol~c Church of Rome has taken a s ~ m ~ l a r  
stand m the encycl~cal of Pope Plus XI dated December 
31, 1930, wh~ch says "Nor are those cons~dered as 
actlng agalnst nature who ~n them marr~ed life use them 
right ~n the proper manner, although on account of 
natural reasons of tlme or of certam defects, new hfe 
cannot be brought forth " T h e  two churches d~ffer 
only In the manner or means of control, but not on the 
fundamental need nor the dmne  and human r ~ g h t  

One of the Cathol~c methods of B ~ r t h  Control 1s 
stated ~n T h e  Rhyiihm, "pubhshed w ~ t h  Eccles~ast~cal 
Approbat~on " 

T h e  Protestant Church goes further and approves 
the use of the most modern, safe and sure contraceptwe 
means known to the med~cal profess~on For the ma- 
jor~ty of marr~ed women who seek to keep the fam~ly 
together, the use of such means 1s a necessity 

If your Chmm~ttee w~shes to conader the Catholtc 
method, ~t may be procured w ~ t h  T h e  Rhythm devse, 
patented ~n the U S Jan 1934, from the Latz Founda- 
tlon, Box 752, Republ~c Bldg, Ch~cago, I l l ,  or T h e  
Rhythm may be bought from T J Flynn & Co , Church 
Supply Busmess, 64 Essex Street, Boston, Massachu 
setts W e  do not recommend that method because, to 
the best of our knowledge from med~cal adv~sors, ~t 
has not been proven to be sure or practxcal 

If you w ~ s h  to mform any of these marr~ed women 
about the safe and tested method, the B ~ r t h  Control 
League of Massachusetts w ~ l l  be glad to glve you the 
name of the nearest reputable doctor, who 1s tramed 
to gwe t h ~ s  servlce for med~cal reasons, and w~lllng to - 

meetmg do so for economlc reasons because of the exlstlng 



emergency Or,  ~f necessary, we w ~ l l  arrange to have 
such a phys~c~an go to your town as soon as poss~ble, 
for consultat~on 

Many famll~es who are just makmg ends meet now, 
w ~ l l  be on your welfare l~s t s  In another year ~f one or 
more bab~es are added T o  concelve unwanted ch~ldren 
who could not have even the necessltles of l ~ f e  and whose 
mothers would lack prenatal, confinement and post 
natal care except a t  publ~c expense, 1s a shock~ng addl- 
tlon to the sum of human mlsery 

At thls tlme when people are trylng to  raise huge 
sums of money for publlc rehef, w ~ l l  you make t h ~ s  
far reachmg and v ~ t a l  contr~but~on to the Nat~onal Re 
covery program - that of makmg ava~lable to every 
marr~ed couple, lf they w ~ s h  ~ t ,  the knowledge of how 
to space the conception of them ch~ldren? 

BLANCHE AMES AMES 
For the Welfare Commzttee of the 

Bzrth Control League of Massachusetts 

T HE problem of populat~on control In Puerto RICO 
1s no longer a questlon for theoret~cal dlscuss~on 

I t  IS a presslng actual~ty W e  have only to cons~der of 
fic~al v ~ t a l  stat~stlcs to be convinced of t h ~ s  I n  the 
calendar year 1931 the b ~ r t h  rate In the Island was 
41 7 per thousand, the death rate 20 4 per thousand, 
the net populat~on lncrease 33,554 persons, and the 
dens~ty of populat~on on July 1, 1932 was 485 5 per- 
sons per square m ~ l e  For 1932 (calendar year) the 
b ~ r t h  rate was 41 5 per thousand, the death rate 22 3 
per thousand, the net populat~on lncrease 30,822 per- 
sons and the density on July 1, 1933 was 472 7 per 
square mde 

Puerto Rlco 1s an agr~cultural Island, much of ~t 
mountamous Abject ooverty 1s the perenn~al lot of 
great numbers of the people and unemployment 1s 
chron~c Confilt~ons wh~ch  have ex~sted for years must 
exclte (and qulte ~ r o ~ e r l y )  the actwe Interest and 
sympathy of any person w ~ t h  humane and clvll~zed In- 
stlncts, but many well meanlng people fad to see that 
w ~ t h  a contmued Increase ~n populat~on, there 1s not 
the remotest hope of mak~ng preva~l an average stand- 
ard of l m n g  wh~ch  can be called sat~sfactory Improve- 
ments ~n agr~culture, new ~ndustr~es,  e tc ,  never catch 
up w ~ t h  the constantly augmenting populat~on As hap- 
pens In most places, the h~ghest b ~ r t h  rate 1s among 
those classes least des~rable from a soc~al, economlc and 
eugenlc standpomt 

T h e  depress~on 1s not the cause of all the trouble In 
Puerto RICO today I t  has affected us as ~t has affected 

the world, though perhaps to a less degree Most of our 
economlc trouble, the greater part of soc~al 111s and 
even our health problems go back ~nevltably to the bas~c 
questlon of how to take care of nearly 500 people per 
square m ~ l e  Tuberculos~s 1s here an economlc d~sease, 
as 1s also hookworm and to a less extent malar~a T h e  
VICIOUS clrcle of poverty, h ~ g h  b ~ r t h  rate, meffic~ent and 
poorly p a ~ d  labor, more poverty, must be broken some 
where before t h ~ s  Island can trulv be the "Isle of E n  
chantment," ~t 1s frequently called because of ~ t s  scenlc 
beaut~es and pleasant cllmate 

JAMES R BEVERLEY, 
Ex Governor of Puerto Rzco 

B I R T H  control must have as one of >ts purposes 
the prevention of a further declme of the hereditary 

capacltles of the human specles Reference to any re 
cent Issue of the Census Bureau's Bzrth, Stzllbzrth and 
Infant Mortalrty Statzstzcs for the Barth Regzstratzon 
Area of the Unzted States impresses one anew w ~ t h  the 
well known fact that In the occupations wherem re 
qu~red skdl 1s great, blrth rates are low, whereas In 
occupations requmng l~ t t l e  skill and l~ t t l e  natlve ca 
paclty, b ~ r t h  rates are h ~ g h  

As an average, approximately twlce as many ch~ldren 
are born of unaccompl~shed persons as are born of the 
accornpl~shed Poss~bly the practlce of contraceptlon 
w ~ l l  eventually reach down far enough to decrease, ~n 
some measure, the unsoc~al d~sproport~on In b~r ths  Let 
us hope so But there 1s a r~sk  that contraceptlon wdl 
not soon enough forestall the ~ntellectual bankruptcy 
of human~ty,  and that, as one far reachmg result, the 
democrat~c solutlon of soclal problems w ~ l l  have utterly 
van~shed long before there 1s an approach to equal 
b ~ r t h  rates 

I t  seems Imperative, ~f we would mamtaln present 
average capacltles, that the present methods of b ~ r t h  
control by contraceptlon and sterll~zat~on be supplement 
ed by measures to lncrease the b ~ r t h  rates among the 
accomphshed W e  must examine our folkways W e  
must we~gh  new proposals w ~ t h  a cautlon agalnst too 
much worsh~p of earher orgamzatlon W e  must be 
open mmded, and alert W e  must prepare for varlous 
experlments In posltlve eugenlcs 

ELMER PENDELL, 
Pennsylvanza State College 

Have you fr~ends who m ~ g h t  be Interested ~n see- 

Ing a copy of the REVIEW? Send us t h e ~ r  names 



THE EUGENIC PREDICAMENT by S J Holmes Har 
court Brace, N e w  York  1933 $2 00 

THIS 
1s one of the sanest, well-mformed popular 

books-~n the best sense of the word, popu la r4ver  
publ~shed on eugenlcs ~n any language Every b ~ r t h  
control organlzatlon that has a c~rcula t~ng l~brary, every 
leader of dlscuss~on groups should possess ~t T h e  au 
thor not only knows the recent techn~cal l~terature, but 
he presents h ~ s  case m a clear, readable fash~on, the 
supporting statlstlcs appearing ~n append~ces Many 
d~scuss~ons of eugenlcs lack scholarly ~udgment ,  but 
here we have ~t ~n full flowermp 

There are chapters on "The Hered~ty of Superlor 
Ab~l~ty ,"  on "The Sources of the Blrth Supply," and 
on "Natural Select~on " In  Chapter V I  D r  Holmes 
so devastatmgly exposes the fallac~es of certaln prom 
ment but dlogical crltlcs of eugenlcs as to leave one 
wondenng what w ~ l l  become of t h e ~ r  sc~ent~fic repu- 
tatlons ~f t h ~ s  book should be w~dely read But ~t 1s a 
f an  assumptton that the same errors w ~ l l  bob up agaln 
and agaln, such 1s the v ~ t a l ~ t y  of error when approved 
by strongly-held sentiments T h e  book ends on a con 
structlve note as to what can be done ~n the present 
t mpasse 

NORMAN E HIMES, 
Colgate Unrversrty 

BIRTH CONTROL IN PRACTICE, by M a n e  E Kopp 
Robert M McBrrde, New York  1934 $3 75 

THE mater~als for l ~ f e  as mterpreted through chem 
Istry and physlcs find a far easler reception from 

the ~ u b l ~ c  than the facts relatmg to the very fabr~c of 
our hfe Itself B~olog~sts have scarcely as yet accustomed 
themselves to the d~scharge of t h e ~ r  ev~dent responsl- 
bh ty  ~n relaymg to the publ~c all new knowledge of 
pract~cal s~gn~ficance as ~t IS acqu~red T o  a certaln 
extent t h ~ s  1s understandable though not excusable 
There IS a personal aspect about b~ology wh~ch  does 
not appear In chem~stry or  phys~cs In  the beglnnlng 
however ~t has always been sentlment that has requ~red 
t h ~ s  servlce of sclence and sentlment, w ~ t h  lncreaslng 
dtrectness, compels reluctant sclence to share her knowl- 
edge and d~sco\enes in every field 

MISS Kopp's volume records the experience of one 
center devoted to eugenlcs ~n ~ t s  most pract~cal as- 
pect, namely the bearing of ch~ldren only under con 
d~tions wh~ch  pred~spose to mental and phys~cal health 
and a favorable environment Other centers may pro- 
duce results d~f fe r~ng  ~n deta~l  but the lmul~cat~on of 

these data IS clear T h e  safeguardmg of cond~t~ons  of 
b ~ r t h  appeals ever more powerfully as our cultural level 
rlses and IS now vocal and lnslstent ~n all classes of 
respons~ble soclety Sentiment has almost won 

T WINGATE TODD 
Dtrector, Brush Foundatron 

APPLIED EUGENICS by Paul Popenoe and Roswell 
H11l Johnson Macmrllan, N Y $2 60 (rev~sed 

BIRTH CONTROL IN PRACTICE by M a n e  E Kopp 
Robert McBrrde N Y $3 75 

HEREDITY AND ENVIRONMENT, stud~es In the Genes~s 
of Psycholog~cal Character~st~cs, by Gladys C 
Schwesmger Macmrllan N Y $4 00 

MENTAL HYGIENE IN THE COMMUNITY by Clara 
Bassett Macmrllan, N Y $3 50 

SEX HABITS A V ~ t a l  Factor ln Well-bemg, by Drs  
A Buschke and F Jacobsohn Emerson Books, 
N Y $2 50 

THE SINGLE WOMAN, by Robert Latou D~ck~nson, 
M D and Lura Beam Wrllrams and Wrlkrns 
Baltimore $5 00 

HUMAN SEX ANATOMY, by Robert L D~ck~nson, 
M D Wzllrams and Wtlkrnr Balttmore $10 00 
(For Physlaans only ) 

"Lack of exact knowledge of many rmportant 
fundamentals rn anatomy and physrology has handr- 
capped the sct~ntrfic study of the sex lrfe The  new 
Atlas deals wrth the pelvtc organs and thew psysro- 
logrcal acttorties as sctence deals wrch every other 
regton of the body 

A Special Meet~ng of the Amencan Bmth Control 
League wdl  be held at  10 A M  on Thursday, March 
8th, at  the Bank of the Manhattan Company, Mad~son 
Avenue at  64th Street, New York, for the purpose of 
amendmg the By Laws Changes are proposed effectmg 
prlnc~pally Sect~on 111, Membersh~p Assoc~at~ons and 
Sect~on IV, Dues 

A pamphlet The Next Step Forward, descr~b~ng the 
work of the Amer~can Blrth Control League and its 
program, IS just of the press Compl~mentary coples 
may he had on request 

= 
A new Book L~st of up to date and authorltatlve 

booka and pamphlets on blrth control and related 
subjects la  now ready Send for a copy and order your 
book8 through our Book Department 



Organzeatzon 
T o  Increase the number of blrth control cllnlcs by 

1 Formmg new state leagues 1x1 unorgan~zed 

states and asslstlng in thelr development $1 1,685 
2 Aldlng exlsting state leagues to strengthen 

and expand them present work 5,560 
The  marn requzrement zs competent field work 

Medzcal 
To contlnue and extend co operatlve servrce 

to med~cal socletles and schools, hospitals, phy- 

siclans, e tc ,  lncludlng d ~ s t r ~ b u t ~ o n  of o u t h e  

of contraceptive techtuque, under the dlrec- 

t ~ o n  of the League's Med~cal  D~rector  8,255 

Educatzonal 
T o  support the above actlvltles through ade- 
quate pub l~c~ ty ,  to publlsh the BIRTH CON- 
TROL REVIEW, important reports, leaflets, 

newspaper and magazlne articles, etc , and 
to develop the much needed bureau of ~ n -  
formation and reference 6,925 

Natzonal Headquarters 
T o  reply to thousands of personal appeals for 
adv~ce,  to prov~de essential adm~n~s t ra t~on  of 
nat~onal work 7,175 
The League 1s e n t l r e l ~  dependent on voluntary con 

tnbut~ons, ~nclud~ng those whlch may be recelvcd from 
affiliated state leagues It has no endowment, no as- 
sured Income from any source 

W HAT we want to get r ~ d  of most of all IS the 
miserable soc~al problem group, wh~ch  is a fer- 

t ~ l e  source of so much of our human wreckage and 

fadure If chanty officers, soc~al workers, physlc~ans, 

and others In touch w ~ t h  people of thts klnd would exert 

the11 influence to Induce these people to go to b rth 
control clln~cs where the necessary lnformat~on and 
devlces would be fum~shed free of cost, much m g h t  be 
done to limit the propagation of a class whlch it would 
not be feasible to segregate or subject to compulsory 

ster~llzat~on Many of t h ~ s  group would doubtless be 

only too glad to stop hav~ng chddren rf ~t could be done 
wlthout takmg too much trouble or costlng any money 
Unfortunately the technique of contraception 1s not en 

tlrely foolproof, and moreover, some of the more shift- 
less and lmprov~derlt would contlnue to procreate chll- 
dren through sheer negltgence and Inertla, but a large 

proportton of those who should not have chddren mlght 

- - 
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be led to 11m1t t h e ~ r  famll~es ~f doctors, soc~al workers, 
and I should l ~ k e  to add prlests and mmsters-all 
those who stand ~n the relat~on of gu~de,  phtlosopher, 
and f r~end to these strugglmg souls-were to glve them 
the benefit of them judlc~ous counsel 

Eugen~c educat~on, I am convmced, cannot fall to he 
of servlce ~n posltlve eugenlcs Many people are serlous 
ly concerned over the probable qual~ty  of them future 
offsprmg Students of b~ology have not Infrequently 
told me that t h e ~ r  a t t~ tude towards marrlage and hav 
~ n g  chddren had been rad~cally changed as a result of 
what they had learned about hered~ty Most mtell~gent 
young people who are contemplat~ng marrlage have at 
least the Intent to choose w~sely, and they usually want 
a number of healthy and lntell~gent ch~ldren, although 
of course not too many There are good reasons ror u i  
l~evmg that a l ~ t t l e  knowledge of hered~ty makes them 
more dlscrlmmat~ng In the cho~ce of a hfe partner 

Sexual selection 1s a means by whlch Ideals of man 
hood and womanhood may, In a measure, effect t h e ~ r  
own reahzat~on If such select~on 1s to ach~eve ~ t s  best 
results these Ideals should he h ~ g h  and w~dely prevalent 
T h e  educat~on of our youth should mclude the knowl- 
edge wh~ch  would prepare them to make the proper 
cho~ce ~n marrlage, not merely on account of the hap- 
plness of the contracting partles, but for the sake of the 
ch~ldren whlch may result from the unlon Galton has 
remarked "The passlon of love seems so overpower- 
~ n g  that it may be thought folly to try to d~rec t  ~ t s  
course But ~ l a ~ n  facts do not confirm t h ~ s  vlew Soc~al 
influences of all kmds have Immense power ~n the end, 
and they are very varlous If unsu~table marriages from 
the eugenlc pomt of vlew were banned soc~ally, or even 
regarded wrth the unreasonable d~sfavor wh~ch  some 
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attach to cousln marrtages, very few would be made " 
S J HOLMES 

Unrwerstty of Calzfornza 
-From The Eugenzc Predicament 

BIRTH CONTROL bj C C L ~ t t l e  Screntzfic Amerrcan, 
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POPULATION AND PEACE by Guy Irvmg Burch T o -  
morrow T h e  H u m a n  Outlook, March, 1934 

SYMPOSIUM ON BIRTH CONTROL Practrtroner (Eng 
land), September, 1933 

THE AMERICAN FATHER OF BIRTH CONTROL by Rob 
ert E R~egel T h e  N e w  England Quarterly, Sep 
tember, 1933 
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November, 1933 (Summary of Sterl l~zat~on Num- 
ber of Bzrth Control Revzew) 

WASHINGTON CONFERENCK by Stella Hanau T h e  
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WOMAN OF THE FUTURE by Margaret Sanger Untty, 
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Sent to all members of the Amencan Blrth Control League 
and afhllated State Leagues 

See b n ,  PL & R 
U S P O S T A G E  

PAID 
New York, N Y 

P E R M I T  No  8388 [ 

T HE arm of the Amerrcan Brrth Control League 1s to pro 
mote constructive brrth control, or btrth relcctron, In the 

Unrted States The first need 1s to make sclentlfic contraceptrve 
lnformatton generally available that IS, both to those who 
can afford a prrvate physrclan and those who cannot 


