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BIRTH CONTROL ORGANIZATIONS
IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

The Federation of Neo Malthusian Leagues—DR Avrice DrYsDALE VIcKERY, Presudent

Encranp —Malthusian League, 96 Victoria St, London, § W 1

Horranp (1885) —De Nieuw Malthusiaansche Bond  Secretary,
Dr J Rutgers, 9 Verhulstshaat, Den Haag Periodical, Het
Gellukkig Huisgezin

GerRMaNY (1889) —Sozial Harmomsche Veremn Secretary, Herr
M Hausmewster Stuttgart Perwodical Die Soziale Harmonte

France (1893) —G Hardy 29 Rue Pixerecourt, Panis  Peri
odical, Generation Consciente
Spaln (1904) —Liga Espancla de Regeneracion Humana Secre

tary, Senor Lws Bulfi, Calle Provenza, 177, Pral la Bar
celona Periodical, Salu v Fuerza

Bercion {1906} —Ligue Neo Malhusienne
Fernand Mascaux, Echevin, Courcelles

SwitzerLanp (1908) —Groupe Malthusien  Secretary, Valentin
Grandjean 106 Rue des Laux Vives, Geneva Periodical,

Secretary, Dr

Avustria —Secretary Rudolf Grossman (Pierre Ramus) Kloster
neuberg (ben Wien) Nied Ost Periodical, Erkenntrus Und
Befrewung

PorrucAL —E Silva, Jumior, L. da Memona, 46 r/2, Lisbon
Periodical, Puz ¢ Liberdade

BraziL (1905) —Seecion Brasilena de Propaganda  Secretaries,
Manuel Moscosa Rua d Bento Pires 29, San Pablo Antomo
Dominiguez, Rue Vizeande de Moranguapez 25, Rio de Janewro

CuBa avTIcQ —Seccion de Propaganda Secretary, Jose Guard:
ola, Empedrado 14 Havana

SwepEw  (1911) —Sallskapet for Humanitar Barnalstring Pres:
dent Mr Hinke Bergegren, Vanadisvagen 15 Stockholm Va

Itary (1913) —Lega Neomalthusiana Italiana Via Lamarmora 22
Tuorin  Penodical L Educezione Sessuale

Arrica —ligue Neo Malthusienne Maison du feuple, 10 Rampe
Magenta Alger

Mzexico, (1918) —Mexican Birth Contrel League, Secretaries Mr

La Vie Intime and Mrs Lion A E Gale P O Box 518, Mexico, D F,
Bottemia Austria  (1901) —Secretary, Michael Kacha 1164 Mexico  Penodicals Gales (Unglish) and El Comumiste
Zizzhov Prague Periodical Zadruhy (Spansh)
NOTICE

The new and final st of orgamizations has been left out until the
(Conference meets when the vanous leagues will be reorgamized

%100 00 send us that

eAn Appeal

In order to make the commg American Birth Control Conference

—November 11th—13th, a success, we need your help!

Could you send a donation toward the expenses? If you have
If you have $50 00 or $25 00 to help nsuie

success, send it, or even a smaller amount—send that!
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Birth Control To create a race of thoroughbreds

Unity!

ROM THE VERY beginming of human history, programs
for progress and regeneration have been characterized by
internal conflicts and discords  Usually, in their first stages,
such movements are forced to withstand only attacks from
external enemies But as soon as the group or movement
demonstrates 1ts value and vitality by surviving these attacks,
1t finds 1tself confronted by another problem This 1s the
growing complexity of the social organism or body, by the
appearance of imternal differences, by the appearance of con
flicting 1ssues The moment any movement begins to grow
“wings”—left wing, right wing, and centre, these are usually
termed—it begins to exhibit something closely approaching
the phenomenon of cell division 1n biology
The Birth Control movement 1s no exception to this great
historical and biological fact It 1s showing signs of this
radiant vitality, this life, this growth But mstead of he
moaning this polanzation of thought, this division of effort,
we delight 1n 1t as one of the surest signs of strength, of the
mvincible and conquering power of the parent cell No
vigorous social movement ever remamns i the smgle-cell
state Vigorous growth means that 1t 1s sending its roots deep
mto the social consciousness, and that with this growth, 1t must
develop internal differentiation

The umty of the Birth Control movement 1s not, and should
not be, the dead umty of unthinking unanmuty, but the living
umty of differentiated activity, the unity, mn short, of the
healthy orgamism If our idea 1s to be of any practical n
fluence upon humanity, 1t must exert its appeal to every shade
of thought It must awaken interest and discussion Ft must
come to men and women with all the freshness and splendor
of a new discovery They must assimlate all that they can of
its shmulating truth  So that each novice in turn, may himself,
by word of mouth, arouse fresh interest, stirr latent thoughts
mto keen activity

ON THE OTHER hand, the most detrimental thing that

oould happen to the movement would be a flat, monoton
ous, lifeless agreement—the unthinking and unhealthful sub
mission to a fixed 1dea like a band of narrow sectarians or
religious fanatics Fortunately for the Birth Control move
ment, 1t 1s not made up of a servile, submissive, passive body
of unthinking followers, who having parrot hike learnt a few
elementary truths, mght feel that their duty ended there No
our movement 1s made up 1n all countries of the finest, the

most fearless and independent mmnds of the age It 1s this self
reliance, this glorious freedom and independence of thought,
that keeps the movement, unlike modern reforms, from sinking
to the state of innecuous lethargy and hiving death

We do not desire the unity of death or hypocrisy

Our umty 1s the umty of life It 15 the great central truth,
the glowing vision, that holds us, despite all our differences
and disagreements, together This umty 1s great enough to hold
us together despite conflicts, despite all our vanance, despite the
clashing contrast mn the colors of our thought

Having recognized, early in the history of the Birth Control
movement, that controversies and dissension would be mevit
able concerming the aims and objects of the movement, the
editor decided, due to the need for a strict economy of time
and space, to reframn from editorial parhicipation in the ex
change of personal opimen or discussion with agitated ad
herents of the same cause or leaders of subsidiary agencies
It has been her fundamental conviction that it would be dis
astrous if not fatal to such a young and rapidly growmng move
ment to deviate from the straightforward path toward liber
ation We must move neither to left nor right, but straight
ahead In this directness, this unflinching purpose, les our
great strength It would be fatal for us to step aside nto the
morass of controversy Impelled by the dynamic truth of our
fundamental conviction, 1t 1s our bounden duty to move, slow
ly and surely, forward We must conserve all our strength
and grit for our real enemmes, the forces of corruption and
reaction Nothing could be, we honestly believe, more debilx
tating to our concerted effort than to engage m or publish
petty discussions, acrimomous debates, generated by those who
disagree with ways and means To those who, while sharing
our convictions concerning the necessity for unmversal educa
tion 1n Birth Control, and yet who are in disagreement with
the means and methods we use, we have never advised a servile
submission nor suggested a retirement from activity Those
who have watched the birth, rise and downfall of other social
movements,—downfalls due to internecine strife, must agree
with us 1 the wisdom of this policy

TO THOSE WHO cannot bring themselves mto agreement

with our methods and principles, let us repeat what we
have before pointed out mn these pages there 1s always room
for mdependent and autonomons activity along independent
lines, m a nich and varied field of endeavor Such achivity
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mught possess the great and invaluable ment of being con
structive and positive, 1nstead of tending to hinder the prog
ress and forward march of the great central, historical move
ment

Thus, while we welcome difference and differentiation 1
1dea and policy, as the finest and surest sign of health and
growth, we have always tried, and we shall conhinue 1n our
attempt, never to loose sight of the great central truth of
Birth Control It 1s this spirit that should umte us, rather
than an artificial organizatton—the great umfyimng truth that
should bind scientists, thinkers, idealists—so that we may
carry the torch of truth toward the goal of human freedom
and happiness

Conference Delegates
LREADY DELEGATES representing the following States
have written that they would atiend the Conference —

California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Illinos,
Indiana, Iowa, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvama, Vermont

The following orgamzations and their respective delegates
have announced therr co operation and representation at the
VArlous sessions

Connecticut Bridgeport Council of Jewish Women, Mrs F
H Levy, Mrs S Capitman, Mrs H Walder New Haven Sec
tion Council of Jewish Women, Mrs Jacob N Wolodarsky

New Jersey Monday Afternoon Club, Passaic, N J, Mrs W
M Barclay Montclair Federation of Women’s Orgamzations,
Mrs Alfred W Diller, Mrs Lows Hinrichs, Mrs Viola War
rin  Newark Council of Jewish Women, Mrs Freda Blumen
thal, Mrs Wm Finger, Mrs Leo Sten Woman’s Club of
Cliffside Park, Graniwood, N J, Mrs James A Mileham
Woman’s League of North Hudson, Mrs H W Wahlert

New York Albany County Section of Jewish Women, Mrs
Wm G Lewi, American Society of Reconstruction, Mrs David
Lopes Cardoza Bronx Woman’s Club, Mrs M Bowen, Mrs
Alfred H Hausrath, Mrs William W Niles Council of Jew
1sh Women, Mrs H M Stark Daughters of the American
Revolution, Mrs Chas H Chapman Monticello Suffrage
Club, Mrs Ehsabeth Worth Muller Philemon, E Evans Rut
gus Alumnae Ass’n of N Y, Mrs Clora C Kennedy Syracuse
Woman's Congress, Mrs W W Knapp Urban League of
Brooklyn, Mrs Fred Z Lewis, Mrs John Brant

Ilnois Chicago Woman’s Aid, Frances Taussmg, (New
York City )

The principle of Burth Control offers
A New Approach
A New Dhagnosis
A Fundamental Solution
The First American Birth Control Conference
will aim to show that the conclusions attamed by scien
tists and social authoribes indicate Birth Control 1s the
first and fundamental step toward
National and Racial Health
The Abolition of Poverty
Disarmament and World Peace
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THE VOLUNTARY Parenthood League announces that Dr

Marie C Stopes, of London, 15 commng to Amernica for
the purpose of delivering an address on the social and human
values of Birth Control, as expressed in her Motherhood
Clime, recently established in London The meeting will be
held 1n the Town Hall, New York City, at 8 20, on the even
ing of October 27th Dr Stopes 1s the author of “Married
Love,” “Radwant Motherhood,” “Wise Parenthood” Beside
these works on marriage and parenthood, Dr Stopes has
written various notable books and articles on biological sub
jects, as well as several plays and poems
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Birth Control and Child Welfare

By Mrs How Martyn

MARRIACE and sex relations are at the root of the
woman’s movement, and until we find courage to deal
with them frankly, fully, and openly, “the world’s athtude
towards sex relations” will contmue to be “wrong” Unul
women face the problems mvolved, and solve them, we shall
only be tinkerng with the problem of how to establish “a
real equality of liberties, status and opportumties between
men and women ”

If men and women were hermaphrodite like the earth
worms, and the consequence of sexual intercourse was mother
hood for both partners, does anyone imagine for a moment
that there would be any need for a struggle to obtain equality?
It would not have been possible to establish masculine
dominance but for the handicap which uncontrolled mother
hood has mmposed on women

Mr Harold Cox has stated clearly and conclusively the m
timate and mewitable connection between Birth Control and
woman’s liberty, and from my experience on County Council
Committees for Child Welfare, for Mental Defectives, for the
Insane, for the Tubercular, I am astomshed at the stupidity
and the prudery which have prevented the teaching of Birth
Control to poor mothers worn out with repeated pregnancies,
to persons discharged from mental hospatals, to those suffer
g from tuberculosis, epilepsy, venereal and other diseases so
miserable for the sufferer and so weakeming for the race

HE WELFARE of the child 1s also to be considered, and
to the nation this aspect 1s of supreme importance In
1859 John Stuart Mill, writing on the applications of liberty,
said  “It still remains unrecogmzed, that to bring a chld
mto existence without a fair prospect of being able, not only
to provide food for its body, but wstruction and traiming for
its rmund, 1s a moral crime both against the unfortunate off
spring and against society” The upper and muddle classes
are, to day, rarely guilty of this moral crime, and again and
agamn parents of one or two children state quite frankly that
it 15 1mpossible to educate properly more than two or three
children
In the sixty two years since John Stuart Mill enunciated
this fundamental nght of the child, something has heen done
towards securing proper nurture to every child, but we are
still far from the goal What has been achieved 1s the result
of the steadily declining birth rate, and 1s largely due to the
fear that, if the decline be allowed to continue, England will
fail to retain her important world posiion I am firmly con
vinced that the birth rate must continue to fall 1f all children
are to obtamn therr birth right, no other spur will be effective
in pressing their claims on the attention of the public and the
politzcians
It was soon recogmzed as hopeless to urge people to
produce plenty of children when once Birth Control measures
had become even partially known to them, and attention was

concenirated on attempts to save the lives of the hundreds of
thousands of babies who would otherwise perish in the first
five years of life Such efforts can only be successful when
the births do not exceed the number that the resources of the
parents can feed, c'othe, educate, and tramn

TNDIVIDUAL Parents have been acknowledgmg this more

and more, until mn the better off classes parental prudence
based on the highest ideals for the welfare of their children,
1s almost umversal m this eountry It 1s now our duty to
extend an understanding of these high 1deals of parenthood
to those less fortunately placed Mrs Margaret Sanger, m
the United States, and here Dr Marie Stopes, by her books,
and now by her Mothers’ Clinic, have given us a lead which
makes the task a comparatively easy one

It 15 sigmficant, and very promusing, that these outspoken
and hgh souled leaders are women, are married women, and
are mothers We have become accustomed to the statistician’s
view of rates per thousand, but we have not yet learned to
think of the problem from the point of view of the individual
baby In the words of Walt Whitman—*1t 1s also good to
reduce the whole matter to the consideration of a single self

Even for the treatment of the umversal, in politics,
metaphysics, or anything, sooner or later we come down to
one single, soltary soul ”

What consolation 1s 1t to a poor mother who has lost the
ardently desired baby to know that the infant death rate 1s
lower than ever, if through ignorance on her part her
particular baby died? What consolation can 1t be to a young
man or woman, blind from birth, to learn that the parents,
through lack of knowledge and mental vision, thoughtlessly
contracted one of the venereal diseases which caused blindness
m theirr cild?

HOW CAN society fail to see that our workhouses, re
formatory schools, prisons, hospitals, and slums, are

filled mostly by people who never enjoyed the nghts of chil
dren, whom as children the community failed to protect, and
who as adults are paymg the penalty of that failure while
also exacting a penalty from the commumty Now women
have a voice 1 politics, we may hope to see a change The
helpless baby citizen will assume the 1mportance due to hum
He cannot protect himself, but his claim to protection wiil
surely be the first Tesponsibility of women citizens What
are the rights of every child? As I see them they are —

To be a wanted baby, born of healthy parents

To have a home where he 1s loved, adequately fed, clothed,
and housed

To be educated and trained for life, and for earning a
livelihood according to hus abilities

Thus equpped, the adult citizen can serve the community

(Connnued on page 13)
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Birth Control in the Press

THE CONSPIRACY OF silence has been destroyed FEven
the daily press is awakening to the importance of Birth
Control  Burth Control 1s openly and senously discussed It
can no longer be dismissed as a mere 1dealistic scheme, a short
cut to Utopia At least two New York newspapers, the Times
and the T'ribune gave short but prominent notice to Professor
Ross’ address before the student body of the Umversity of
Wisconsin, 1 which the distinguished inventor of that wornout
catchword “race smecide™ announced his mature conviction
favor of smaller families The Tribune printed this dispatch

Madison, Wis, Oct 7—Neither the present nor future gener
ations would benefit by an increased birth rate, E A Ross, pro
fessor of sociology at the Umversity of Wisconsin, said m an
address before a students’ body last night

“Increased birth rate 1s accompanied without exception by
an increased death rate,” Professor Ross said He asserted that
the population of the United States was increasing rapidly due
to reduction in the death rate rather than to an increase in the
birth rate ”

“Twenty years ago when I coined that grossly misused phrase
‘race smarde’ ] believed 1n large famulies, today, with changed
conditions and years of deeper study of the subject, 1 have
changed my mmd”

He declared that child labor laws, advances mm medical
science, and paternahisiic legislation had given the white race
a “longevity unequaled through the ages ”

A CONSERVATIVE DAILY like the New York Sun, in com
menting on the decreasing families of intelligent Amen
cans, as mdicated by the figures of the last Federal Census, re
veals a sense of the importance of the quality of human Life
as opposed to mere numbers In an editorial devoted to this
subject, the Sun indicates some of the disastrous effects of cur
rent racial and social standards
“In the latter half of the last century the tide turned fasi
from farm to manufacturing Great citres sprang up 1n places
that before the Civil War had been new farm land The popu
lation passed gradually to the towns, so that by 1920 there
were actually more people Living 1n towns than on farms—for
the first time 1n the nation’s story  All this time the pres
sure of population on resources became greater, the country
became more nearly filled, the cost of living (even before stim
ulated by the war} steadily rose
“But 1t was not the people with the lowest incomes that reared
the fewest chuldren, 1t was those with the keenest desire to con
form to a ‘lmgh’ standard of living To enjoy the luxury of a
large famuly, with reasonable prospects of giving one’s chil
dren an education, requires nowadays 2 much greater economic
endowment than n our grandfathers’ time  So those who value
such opportunities are winclined more and more to concentrate
their attention and limited possessions on fewer children This
15 what sociologists have 1n mind when they say that the birth

rate tends to decrease as the rate of individual evelution m
creases

‘ THOSE WITH EXACTING standards and good educational
equipment are the very ones best fitted to be parents, and
yet they themselves seem to feel that mamtenance of thesr

present level of living requires them to be content with small
families

“How much does the community really value the types whrch
most highly embody the very 1deals 1t has intended to material
we? It pays a single movie actor, for instance, as much m a
year as it gives the entire teaching staff of a town of 50,000
people The groups of high mentality and low mcome die off
1n unconscious, ynstudied protest agamst a civilization that n
some cases neglects the cultivation of mtelligence and 1ts works

As generatiohs go on a nation acquires the types of humamty
that it pays for ”

T IS A strange and striking comcidence that many of the
press comments on the decreasing birth rate in Great Britain
are made 1n much the same spirit—ndicating that current con
sciousness 1s gradually bemng awakened to the central import
ance of Birth Control as the method for improving the quality
of human Iife and thereby of society at large Thus we find

a writer on the London Daily Muror offermg the following
census reflections

On the whole, we note with satisfaction that the foolish clamor for
more people to starve, and be unemployed, 15 famnter

True one paper talks about the gnm' fact that the increase over
1911 1s ‘less than half the smallest increase since censuses were taken
1n this country’

Why “gnm""

We cannot explain  Presumably the writer wishes to brmg us to
social and ndustrial disaster by a continual uneconomic increase 1n
numbers which would give us a population of sbout 100 milhons by
the time of the next census

Another utters the half truth that ‘ populatien 15 a national asset ’

So 1t may be, if the population does not outstrip the means of sub
sistence  So 1t 18 ot 1f the population 1s an underfed, rll-educated and
therefore dangerously discontented multitude For the rest, many
papers usually conventially minded on thuis vital subject agree that the
“geare’ of race sweide® 15 groundless

Tt 1s mndeed! And to us it seems that the enormous figures of the
Tatest census give cause for anxiety rather than self sansfied congratu
Jation

Also 1t seems to us that mere figures Like these tell us hitle about
national prospenty

What we want to know 1s not how many milhons of tohng and
struggling people we possess but what sort of people these are Are
they healthy? Are they happy? Are they able 1o make a hving here?

These are the things that matter—not mere numbers paraded with a
Jounsh of false pride that blinds the pubhic to their irue sigmficance

Likewise the Westmimster Gazette powmnts out the fallacy of
judgmg human values by mere numbers, and the simster refa
tion of large populations to war Let the delegates to the Dhs
armament Conference consider this weighty problem, as the
English paper suggests

“From the year 1870 onwards the whole of Europe has been domu
nated by the military theory of numbers If compulsory military service

was to be the rule and if, as the German malitansts said, the wars of
the future were to be wars of the peoples, then clearly there could be
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no safety except mm numbers And so long as this 1dea prevails the
Birth Control which aims at a high standard of Iife at the expense of
numbers must be a pestilent national heresy If our politics and our
1deas of social reform are to be founded as they should be on some
rational 1dea of the proper aim 1n bringing mankind to birth we must
clear our 1deas on this subject It 1s evident that a nation hike France
which sets before nself a hgh standard of Living for a comparativelv
small and self contained population, and which adjusts 1its law of
property and its way of life to that 1deal can never he m a position
of sccurity 1if the military theory of numbers prevails It will be pursu

-y

g fatally conficting ideas if with this theory of life it entertamms
malitary ambitions and hopes of glory But the same question 1s posed,
if m a less acute form for all the civilized nations They can cultivate
the quantity requured for cannon fodder or the quality requred for the
civilized Dbife, but they cannot do both It 1s, therefore, fundamental
to the question and to the whole course of the civilized life whether the
nations are going to persist 1n the mlitary idea of numbers or the
civilized 1dea of quality of population, and they will have that ques-
tion seriously posed for them when they go into the Disarmament Con
ference at Washington ’

The Eugenics Congress

N ANOTHER PAGL,in a review of “The Racial Prospect,”

Mr Wilham J Fielding brings up the interesting prob

lem of the relation of Birth Control to Eugenics There 15 a
good deal of confusion on this point, and 1t should be one of
the questions of theory that should be completely cleared up
mn the near future Birth Control 1s generally described as
We have

also heard the recent use of the term “Constructive Birth Con

negative Eugenics, as opposed to posiive Engenics

trol,” a descriptive termed used by a group of workers 1n

London These expressions reveal mental confusion We
claim that Birth Control 1s constructive and 1s positive 1n 1ts
program If Eugenics 1s to exert any beneficial influence upon
racial and human health 1t must resort to a full and complete
acceptance of Birth Control  Scientists like William Bateson,
thinkers Iike Dean Inge, penetrating students of human nature
like Havelock Elhs all see this It 1s grateful to report that
a strong feelmg for Birth Control was made evident at the
Second International Congress of Eugenics As reported m
the daily press, this was quite apparent. Thus, at one session

Birth control to prevent the transmission of disease and constitutional
defects and the birth of teo many children in farmlies of small mcome
where the latest born are hikely to be neglected, was urged by speakers
at the Seoond International Congress of Eugenics in the Amernican
Museum of Natural! History Others deplored the failure of college bred
women to raise more children

The subject of Birth Control has been kept in the background but
among the scientists who met, speaker afier speaker attacked the laws
forbidding physicians to 1mpart information on this subject, and urged
family hmitation meant that additional children would have to grow
up 1 sickness er squalor

Dr Harmette A Dilla of Smith College was applauded when she
reproached the medical profession for submutting passively to laws of
this kind She said that the demal of scientific information resulted in
crimes and tragedies where women, turned away by medical men, re
sorted to expedients suggested by despar

Dr Irving Fisher of Yale, who was presiding said that care had been
taken to avoid identifying the congress with “protagomsts of Birth Con
trol,” but that the subject was one wlich could not be 1gnored

‘I think that without question,” he said, Birth Control 1s today the
great new factor affecting the future character of the human race Birth
Control has in 1its power the determination of the future of the human
race

Dr § Adolphus Knopf, whose subject was ‘Eugemics 1n 1ts Relation to

the Tuberculosis Problem,” discussed Birth Control as a means of pre
venting the transmission of the disease or of a strong predisposition to 1t

Dr Knopf saxd that the healthiest children as a rule were those of a
voung couple who married at a camparatively early age, so that famly
lIimitation by postponement of marriage was net a good solution He
urged early marnages and a himtation of famihes to the number for
which the parents could well provide

Even m our wellto do and healthy families, considered our best
American stock ” he continned, “and where larger famulies would be no
burden early marnages are unfortunately not encouraged The op
ponents of Burth Control love to dwell on the theme of so called race
smcide If this 1s applicable, 1t should only be spoken of in such m
stances where health, wealth and culture abound and still family limi
tation 1s practised to a very appreciable and deplorable degree

Dr Knopf favored the estabhshment of public Birth Control clinics
m this couniry, as in Holland and England

WE ARE GLAD to report that the influential weekly the

Nation has editonially recognized that the science of
Eugenics must be dismssed as vague and Victorian m spirt
if 1t fails to recogmze the central and fundamental 1mportance
of Birth Control

“From the proceedings of the Second International Congress
of Eugemics the newspaper reading public gathers chiefly that
the American ‘melting pot’ 18 a failure, and the differentiation
between ‘superior’ and ‘inferior’ racial stocks immutable and
unsurmountable Eugenics,” declares the Nation “being still
young as a field for research and offering delightful specula
tive possibilities, has attracted to itself both scientists and
propagandists The propagandists plead that famlies of bet
ter stock must procreate more to save the race from deteriora
tion They overlook, these protagomsts of the ‘Nordic’ school
of anthropology, that the so called ‘better people’ have largely
attained their eminence through economic emancipation Sub
ject them for a few generations to the disintegrating pressure
under which nne tenths of the world labors, and many of them
will be scarce distingmishable m the submerged mass This
truth may be panful to those to whom eugenics 1s not science
but cult or dogma The fact remains that the path to a better
human race hes through fewer and better children The Furst
American Birth Control Conference which 15 to be held
New York next month should do much to make clear the re
lationship between famuly limitation and a healthier and hap
pier humanity Over few subjects has the veil of obscurant
ism and prejudice been more closely drawn—many even of
the eugemsts, while tacitly approving the doctrine, shy a bit
from endorsing 1t publicly
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Birth Control in Relation to Poverty

By Edward G Punke
Fellow and Assistant in Sociology, University of Michigan

{Continued from last issue)

N MORE RECENT times the practices have shifted 1n a
large degree from infanticide and exposure to aborion It
1s extremely difficult to get figures as to the number of crim
mal abortions performed annually To get accurate data 1s
mnpossible, altho some 1dea of the extent of these vices n

modern times can be obtained by the consideration of various
estimates

With regard to abortions Dr Max Hirsch placed the number
at 2,000,000 annually 1n the United States, 80 per cent of which
were of criminal origin - Dr William J Robinson estimated
the number at 1,000,000 yearly in this country Dr Molius
found that 19 2 per cent of the pregnancies of 2,000 patients
ended 1n abortion, Dr Franz states that abortion occurred m
154 per cent of the cases admitted to the lymg in hospital
i Halle, Germany, while Tausig calculated that one ahortion
occurs n every 23 labors, and says further that one fourth
of all abortions are crimmnally induced Dr J W Wilhams,
Professor of Obstretics at Johns Hopkins University, helieves
that every fifth or sixth pregnancy in private prachice ends
mn abortion, and the percentage would be increased consider
ably were the very early cases taken into account He says
further, “it 1s generally admitted that the practice 1s becoming

more frequent m all strata of civilized society thruout the
avilized world ”

In modern Hungary abortion 1s indulged in by women of
all the varied nationalities Women rejoice to be barren, and 1t
1s not thought creditable to have an infant within two or
three years of marriage, according to Temesvary
Westermarck

Says

Among the Hindus and Mohemmedans artificial abortion 13 ex
tremely common In Persia every illegitmate pregnancy ends with
abortion In Turkey, both among the rich and the poor, even married
women very commonly procure abortion after they have given birth
to two children one of which 1s a boy”

In 1872 1n Constantinople more than 3,000 cases of crim
mal feticide were brought before the courts mn a period of
ten months In Germany the following number of persons
were convicted of criminal aborhon From 1882 to 1886, 389,
from 1897 to 1901, 1902, and from 1902 to 1906, 22,236

HE UNITED STATES, however, 1t seems, holds first place

for abortions among modern nations  August Bebel

places the United States and Turkey foremost in this vice,
grniang oar country the “palm”

“In all the large cihes of the union,” remarks Bebel, “in

stituhions exist where women and girls can go to bring about
premature birth Many American newspapers contain adver
tisements of such places ™

Dr Ira B Hopkms gives the following figures for abortion
mm New York to population during the first three quarters of

the nineteenth century 1805, 1 to 1663, 1849, 1 to 340, 1856,
1to 10, and 1870, 1 to 4 It 1s probable that the figures of Dr
Hopkms are somewhat high However, various indications
show there are plenty of places mn the United States where
women, married and single, may get nid of unwanted children
1n strict secrecy  Undoubtedly most American cites of 25,000
or more inhabitants have mstitutions where children may be
delivered secretly and prematurely

LITTLE EFFORT WOULD be required to adduce much

more evidence of the prevalence of abortion in the modern
world It 1s felt, however, that the foregoing will be sufficient
to mdicate the wide extent and international character of this
present day vice Feticide 1s to be looked upon, in part at
least, as the more modern, more refined method of family
Linitation, displacing infanticide and child exposure of prim
1tive, ancient and medieval peoples

DIFF ERING FROM THE urban, the rural population of
this country has heretofore indulged in famly limitation
but litle In recent years, however, especially among the
native born and older immigrant portions of the rural m
habitants, there has been a marked tendency to limit the size
of the famlies This 1s attmbutable to several factors, some
of the most important of which are the raising of the education
al standards for the children, higher status of women, spread
of knowledge and wncreased facilities for travel and com
munication, a desire not to divide up the property too much,
the ncreases 1 land values and therewith the greater dafficulty
of young people becoming independent landowners, and finally
a general elevation of the plans of life among country folk
Notwithstanding this recent tendency, it must be observed that
the rural population practice less famly limitation than does
the urban
In Furope, both urban and rural, fammly limitation 1s 1n
vogue much the same as 1n the Umted States, but 1s more open
ly discussed Certamn countries, however, indulge m 1t much
more widely than others In France, for instance, nearly all
classes have practiced family lLimitation for at least half a
century In England 1t has been much 1n use since the famous
Bradlaugh trial 1n 1876, when 1t was decided that the dissermn
sequent to 1888 Birth Control clinics have given free nstruc
tion 1 family Limitation to all people desiring 1t Thruout the
remainder of Europe the dissemination of voluntary parent
hood knowledge 1s legal, but religious, moral and military
sentiments have preventel such information from bemng widely
used by the great mass of the population Nonetheless, the
upper classes 1n all European countries use farmly limtation
almost universally An important cause of this 1s the eman
¢ pation of women and their effective protest against the labors
and pawns of giving birth to and rearing of numerous progeny
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Alice Drysdale Vickery on Disarmament

[The valwant veteran of feminism and Burth Control, late president of the Malthusuan League, has sent the following lester
to the chawrman of the Disarmament Commutee, Woodward Bullding, Washington, D € So clearly does this letter state
the relation of Burth Control to Disarmament that 1t should be read with care by everyone ]

Dear Madam

I am, indeed, glad to know that a Disarmament Commuttee
has been formed, and 1 trust that this Commttee will make
an earnest and reasoned imvestigation of those underlying
causes of war as well as of those which are more superficial

Unhappily, 1t 1s an indisputable fact that women themselves,
through their fertility as race mothers are the principal, though
hitherto unrecogmzed, cause of war It 1s the undue increase
of populations, strugghng for possession of the most desirable
portions of the earth’s surface, that has been the cause of war
from time immemor:al

The underlying causes of the late disastrous war was the
enormous mcrease of the German people during the last fifty
years Indeed, the Kaser mn a speech made on the eve of the
Declaration of War declared its amperative necessity on that
ground alone He said “You are now sixty milhion people
In twenty five years you will have doubled your numbers
You will then be one hundred and twenty milhons Can
one hundred and twenty million people obtain the necessaries
and comforts of life within German borders? You know that
1s not possible You must therefore pass beyond your own
borders and take possession of the lands beyond ” This speech
15 on record, and 1ts consequences we know Could the Ger
man mothers have foreseen the horrible consequnces of the
war—the consequence of their large famlies—is 1t believable
that they would have been thus blindly and passively sub
mussive? | cannot believe 1t

Women, in future, must exercise therr own judgment on
these matters Nature and Science have given them the power
to regulate conception, and the responsibility of the rational
exercise of #hat power rests with them

They must realize that the number of inhabitants any coun

try can support depends on 1its agricultural and mmeral re
sources, and the possibility of exchanging the produce of their
industries for food produced in other countries

Then when women have collectively qualified themselves
to be judges and regulators of the next generation, they can
say to the governments of the globe “There 1s no longer any
need to make provision for the destruction of an overplus of
human beings, since women will no longer consent to produce
that overplus ™

The time 1s ripe  Birth Control, that 1s, the regulation of
conception 1s now practicable and 1s being practised It 1s
therefore, now the duty of the world’s inhabitants to insist on
disarmament, and on the settlement of such minor disputes as
may arise, by an orgamzed League of Nations

Human labor, then, being no longer needed to produce in
struments of destruction, can be utilized to coniribute to a
more ample supply of necessares and comforts for humamty
The slums of great cities will disappear Human Iife will be
come more beautiful, more elevated, more noble

Art, Interature, and science will flourish  Sympathy and
kindhiness will take the place of the rancour and jealousies of
the past and present

But all this depends upon woman

Will they refuse to remain longer ignorant of the greatest
mstrument of human welfare, the Regulation of Conception,
which ought to govern the reproduction of succeeding gene
rations? 1f the world 1s to be freed from the three great evils
of War, Disease and Poverty

Very sincerely yours,
Dr AvrickE DryspALE VICKERY,
Late President of the Malthusian League

124 Victoria Street, London, S W

Immigration and Birth Control
By Herbert R Simonds

HATEVER ONE'S VIEWS on the immigration question
1t 15 doubtful if any intelligent person would advocate
letting the whole matter slide and trusting to luck  Yet that
15 1n effect what we have been doing If 1t 1s to the best m
terests of this country to have an unrestricted open door polhicy,
then by all means we should achieve this condition with our
eyes open and constructively rather than through neglect If
we are to restrict immugration we should do so mn consequence
of a well studied plan for world betterment and not because
of the immediate advantage accruing to manufacturers
In approaching any question 1t 1s necessary to have some
basis to work on—some preconceived 1dea of the results de
sired Thus with the ymmgration question we must know

what we are ultimately after or our attempis at solving the
problem are absurd Do we want to raise the average physical
and mental status of the people of the United States? Cer
tamnly there are few who will deny that we do Yet how
strongly do we desire 1t and 1s this the result to be aimed at
m constdering our immugration policy or any other public
question?

For years legislation aiming at general mental and physical
improvement has been defeated in almost every case where 1t
has come up The big movements toward betterment are,
education, Birth Control, eugenics, selective immigration and
selective child raising  But what progress has been made n

(Continued on page 14)
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Is It Moral?

HAT IS YOUR OPINION?

They say that Birth Control 1s unmoral The con
servalives, the reactionaries, the mlitarists, as well as a number
of other men and women This 1s the one aspect of the most
burning economic and social problem of the day that has
aroused the biterest and most persistent objections

Many of our opponents agree that the umversal practice of
Birth Control would be a good thing for the health of the
mdividual and of the race They agree that it seemns necessary
to solve the problems of disarmament and labor troubles But
they claim—ut s immoral’

What 1s your opimion  Your honest, frank, personal opinion,
uninfluenced by the newspapers, the preachers, the movies

Would the practice of Birth Control lead to general prom
1scuty ?

Will 1t change the whole attitude of men and women toward
the marriage relation?

Will 1t lessen self control and self restramnt which 1s saud to
be imposed by the fear of pregnancy in cases when Birth Con
tiol 15 not practiced

Would it lower the moral standards of the youth of the
country ?

Our opponents answer these questions mn the affirmative
“Yes,” they say
spirtual decay ”

“Buirth Control would bring about moral and

ELP US TO find out what the honest men and women of

the country really believe Help us to clear away the
clouds of moral confusion by a hitle honest thinking and open
speaking

Gave us your opimon  Wnite down your own fearless, honest
thoughts on this great moral 1ssue

Write us brefly, concisely to the point Write mn as clear
and certain a manner as possible—if possible not more than
three hundred words

Qur great First American Birth Control Conferences are to
close with a great mass meeting at Town Hall, Sunday, Novem
ber 13, 8 p m, at which the morality of Barth Control 1s to be
discussed If you cannot attend, send in your answer as early
as possible If you can, bring 1t to this meeting

Take part 1n this great historic meeting It may be the turn
g of the tide m our civailization

Read this before you write your opimion!

It throws a new hght on the relation of Birth Control to
human happmess The following dispatch, indicating that the
greatest authorities are giving thought to Birth Control, was
recently published in the New York World, a cablegram from
London

Frankly sensational remarks on “sex love * by Baron Bertrand Dawson,
at the Church Congress in Birmingham has set the whole medical and
clerical world to talking on this controversal subject Not only Lord
Dawson s professional standing 1n the medical world but also his social

position as physician i ordinary to King George, gives more than
ordinary prommence and importance to his views

Salient points 1 s address at the Congress were Sex love between
husband and wife—apart from parenthood-—is something to prize and
cherish for its own sake Reciprocity in 1t 18 a physical counterpart
of mtellectual sympathy Romance and deliberate self contro! dont
thyme very well together It 15 as important to give sex love 1ts place
n hife as to avoid its over emphasis

“Birth Control by abstention 1s either ineflective or if effective 1s
pernicious to health and happiness Excessive birth control 1s an evil
because matermty gives to woman her most beautiful attributes”

Lord Dawsens general atutude was in opposition to the resolution
passed at the last Lambeth conference—the trienmial convocation of
the Anghcan communion throughout the world—which condemned sex
love except for the procreation of children

Several leading specialists in Harley and Wimpole Streets—the centre
of Great Britamn’s medical experts—indorsed Lord Dawson’s opinions

“I cordially agree with every word” saxd Sir Willham Arbuthnot
Lane, one of the greatest surgeons in the country [ congratulate
Dawson on telling truths that badly needed telling in the open, although
all reasonable people have accepted them in private The times are
favorable for such a pronouncement, as since the war the public has
become much more broadminded and more and more the veill of
hypocnisy 1s bemng rent I do not think, however, that the average man
realizes even yet how vast a part 1s played by sex in everyday hfe

“There will be, of course much opposition to recogmtion of hirth
control It wiil come from many who honestly but wrongly do not
believe 1n such recogmition from many to whom humbug has become
almost instinctive from men who are sexually subnormal—remember
civihization tends to destroy natural impulses—and from men who have
forgotten earlier vitality ”

Dr Bernard Hollander one of the leading British specialists in
mental and nervous diseases, 15 also 1n sympathy with Dawson’s speech
saying “where there 1s true love union 1s not actively sought but
follows naturally Nature has so ordained 1t Conditions must depend
very much on mdividual health and temparament The husband and
wife must study each other for when one partner thinks only of s
or her gratification the other 1s sometimes consigned to an early grave
Our knowledge of sex 1s still very linuted but both excess and deficiency
of its fulfilment affects the mentality of the individual As for birth
control, 1t 15 an economic necessity The church 1s out of date on thus
subject ”

Mass Meeting

Sunday, November 13
800P M
AT TOWN HALL
“BIRTH CONTROL IS IT MORAL?”

Discussion led by Margaret Sanger and
Harold Cox, of London, Engand

{Former Member of Parliament and Editor of
Edinburgh Review )
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Impressions of the Amsterdam Conference

By Margaret Sanger

HE FIRST great truth that I bring home from the inter
national congress on contraceptives, held in Amsterdam
August 29 30, 15 this that our movement 1n the theoretical
aspects 1s far m advance of the practical phase There was
unammous agreement upon principles,—upon the economic,
the social and the hygienw, the poliical and international
necessity for Birth Control But the practical methods and
devices offered by the various delegates from practically every
country in Europe were new and untried by other delegates,
and questioned by them Each country offered its indivadual
method which was unknown to the rest of the delegates

One of the most mnstruchive and enlightening phases of the
conference was the opportumty it offered to delegates to visit
the clinics, where demonstrations of the various methods were
given under the auspices of the Dutch League and proved of
practical value They vindicate our claim for clinics m all
countries

The conference took place in the Hotel Hollandia, in Am
sterdam, on Aug 29th and 30th, and was attended by Dr and
Mrs Drysdale and Dr Hawre (England}, Mme de Beer
Meijers, Mynheer and Mme Kiersch de Jung, Mr de Vries,
Mr S Ten Cate and Dr Risselada (Holland), and Dr E
Goldstem (Germany) Mr G Hardy (France, treasurer of
the Bureau, and Dr Rutgers (late hon sec ), wrote expressing
regret at bemng unable to come, and others were prevented
from doing so by various engagements

VERY useful and full discussion on all the best known
preventive devices took place, and decisions were arrived

at concerning the most effective devices and the technique con
nected with them Demonstrations were kindly given by
Mme Kiersch de Jung and Mme van Huevel, two of the
ladies tramned by Dr Rutgers and on the Dutch League’s list
of helpers, to the medical and lady members of the con
ference on the fiting of certain preventive devices A cor
dial vote of thanks was accorded to Mme de Beer Meyjers at
the conclusion of the conference, for her greatly appreciated
arrangements, and 1t was decided that a full International
Neo Malthusian Congress should be held m the last week
of August in next year

The following resolution was unanumously passed at the
conference, at the instagnce of M G Hardy

This Conference of the International Neo Malthusian Bureau of
Correspondence and Defence wishes to regisier a strong protest
against the laws and measures repressing nee Malthusian or Burth
Control propaganda which have existed or recently been enacted i
various countries, and agamst the prosecutions which have been
nstituted agamnst such propagandists It wishes to pomt out that
such propaganda, provided that 1t 1s carned out with due regard to
public decency and on eugenic lines, 18 of the utmost value to
every nation as a means of reducing poverty and social unrest and
of 1mproving the qualty and virility of the race

It was felt that the conclusions arrived at would be of great
service 1n the preparation of practical handbooks or leaflets,
but that several pomnts needed further study and settlement,
and various members undertook to obtamn information on
these pomnts with the view of bringing them before a com
mr‘tee on contraceptive devices, which 1t was decided should
meet at the time of the International Congress

Living for Posterity

THE RACIAL PROSPECT By Seth K Humphrey New York
Charles Scribner’s Seons

The present volume deals with the problems and prospects of the
race from the viewpont of a eugemst Notwithstanding that the pro
ponents of eugenics, and the followers of Galton generally, have ren
dered a valuable service in their coninbutions to the racial question
certain of its phases, there 13 almost 1nvariably a one sidedness mn their
attitude that 1s exasperatmg to the student who 1s not a simon pure
follower of any school or cult Mr Humphrey exemplifies the usual
lack of balance that 1s charactenstic of this group of writers

Tke first part of the book, giving an anthropological sketch and out
line of the races hertage conforms to the findings of the recognized
authorities Qshorn, Grant, Conklin Jordan Goddard, Bateson, and
others well known n this field It 15 however, when the author comes
down to a discussion of present day genetic problems and their relation
to the individual s hife and to social conditions that we find so much
lamentable short sightedness

Mr Humphrey states that contreversies over the relative importance
of heredity and environment are pointless, since the two factors are so
essentially unhke that comparison 18 impossible This may be true
But apparently he thinks that this settles the whole question of environ
ment, because, for all practical purposes, there 15 no consideration given

to environmental problems He not only mimmzes them, but disposes
of them by the magic of this utterance “A mentally strong man m an
unfortunate environment 18 self impelled to get out of it and into one
which matches his powers ’

If a “strong mind” were some disincarnated mechanism, there might
be some merit to this contention But may we not remmd Mr Hum
phrey that a strorg, brilhant mind makes 1ts advent into this world 1n
a mortal body that 1s subject to all the warping twisting and degrading
mfluences of a permecious environment And as the mund 1s no less
a part of the human orgamsm than the “body,” they are equally
influenced, for good or bad by environmental factors The ‘mind that
1s most responsive to sensory stimuli and capable of higher development
18 a plastic material that may also be worked upon by the blighting
agencies of a perverse environment Prof Lester Ward had this
mind when he said that the master criminal and clever crook were the

gemwuses of the slums

The wrnter of thus book 1s fearful for the future and clamers for 2
survival of racial strength by the dual method of sumulating the birth
rate of the fit and ending the propagation of the “unfit  There are
two practical things that Mr Humphrey can do te accomplish something

toward this aim of racial improvement In the first place 1t will mean
{Continued on page 14)



12 The Birth Control Revien

The Church Changes

HERE WAS NOT long ago a tremendous outcry agamst Birth Contrel and the voluntary restriction of families on
T religious grounds A book on this subject was published with a prefatory letter from a Roman Catholic priest, setting
forth the view of the church that for parents to refuse to give hfe as often as nature pernmtted was a course of conduct
almost blasphemous, says the London Spectator, one of the most conservative of British weeklies, 1n a recent number “It
did not apparently strike the writer that the whole argument came a hittle oddly, 1n the first place from a man, from whom
the agony of bringing forth could never be demanded, and, secondly, from a celibate, who did not undertake even the
lesser responsibilities and anxieties of fatherhood The question of Birth Control 1s not an easy one, the knowledge of 1ts
possthlity 1s, no doubt, like many of man’s mcreases of power over his own destiny, a two edged weapon, but we have
most of us begun to realize from what horrors of unwanted life 1t can save the world, from what a horrible waste of
human energy, from what mghtmares or futile and abortive effort 1t can save women Even when 1t 1s used for what we
must call, for lack of space to Tefine our meaning, a bad purpose, we have probably begun to realize that 1t at last takes
away one of the worst of the old evils of vice—t ¢, the production of innocent, unwanted children, infected perhaps from

therr birth, and m any case brought up m surroundings so bad as almost to preclude a wirtuous adult life”
The following article, written by C V Drysdale, which we reprint from the Malthusian, indicates an interesting and
significant change of front on the part of a certain section of the Roman Catholic clergy

By Dr € V Drysdale

ALL WORKERS IN the Birth Control cause have had good

occasion tg be aware of the implacable hostihty which
the Roman Catholic Church has always shown towards i,
and although there have heen signs that a change was to be
expected, notably by the concession made by the Rev Mon
signor Brown at the Birth Rate Commission, to the effect that
the Roman Catholic Church now recognizes the right of mar
ried couples to avord parenthood either by recourse to con
tinence or to a supposed “safe period,” the latter of which
really concedes the whole principle of gratification of the sex
impulse when its consequences are not desired The rank and
file of the Romish priests have, still continued to denounce
farmily limitation as being subversive of the whole ideal of
marniage and the family, and a characterisiic denunciation of
this type recently appeared in the Catholic Herald

But now a new note has been struck The Church, while
continuing to denounce, 1s beginning to admit 1ts futihty In
the South London Roman Catholic paper, Blackfriars, the
Rev Father McNabb, in wniting of “The Crime of Birth Con
trol,” makes the following sigmficant statements

The Churchs teaching on Birth Control may be summarized thus —
‘The only Birth Control which 13 not sinful 1s that 1n which both hus
band and wife willingly agree to abstain from marital intercourse This
voluntary and agreed abstention may be temporary, as in so maay
wedded lives of today, or 1t may bhe perpetual as m the case of St
Edward the Confessor”

The Church does not teach that all wedded folk must beget children
nor that all must beget as many as possible She wisely leaves this
matter to he decided by the mutual agreement of husband and wife who
by their wedlock have given te their pariner power over therr body
But she promulgates as a divine law, the absclute prchibition of any

intercourse which 18 voluntanly robbed of its relationship 10 begetting
oflspring

HIS STATEMENT OF COURSE, hides the fact that until

about ten years ago all abstention from parenthood by
continence or otherwise was denounced by the Church as
grievously sinful and 1t also conceals the permission 1o employ
the so called “safe period” mentioned by the Rev Monsignor
Brown at the Barth Rate Commission But now comes the
note of surrender

The present writer 18 amongst those who feel that i this land for the
moment the victory 1s, and for some time will be, with the nec Malthus
1ans  Birth Control 1s not a passing fashion It has come to stay and
it will stay until 1t has brought upon the country some great national
hurt which will arouse the nation to a sense of national sin

Father McNabb then gives the reasons for thinking that
Birth Control has come to stay First, because the richer
classes having adopted it for themselves became alarmed at
the high birth rate of other classes and therefore began to
promulgate therr neo Malthusiamsm  (This 1s, of course,
untrue, as the movement has been carried on by people of very
moderate means ) Secondly, because “ the 1intellectual prop
aganda 15 almost rresistibly recommended by modern con
ditions  Under modern town conditions, birth control seems
the one thing possible and necessary

The breakdown of the housing system in the modern town 1s making
1t imposstble for even the middle classes to find room for a large family
Birth Control comes to such peeple almost with the call and sanctity
of a gospel

Moreover under meodern town conditions the confinements of poor
mothers are almost impossible m the one two or three rooms which
are called a home To a degree, which has now become a national
danger the mothers of the poor have then confinements 1n an institu
non  Under the steady well directed and heavily financed propaganda
of the eugenists, these institutions are becoming more and more open
m their profession of neo Malthusiamsm This spirit 1s seen 1 the
following quotation from the monthly periodical Maternity end Child
Welfare *“A resolution has recently been passed by the Herefordshire
County War Pensions Commuttee to prevent the issue of treatment al
lowances for the children of neurasthenic or tuberculous pensioners if
the children are born durmg the time when the parents are undergoing
2 prolonged course of treatment So, evidently, Hereford does not be
Lieve in the survival of the unfit ° (March, p 92)

The modern growth of Medical Centers for the poor 1s Iikely to make
neo Malthusian Birth Control stable The ruin wrought in France,
where there was nothing but personal propagation behind the move
ment has become at length of national concern But almost everything
1n England points to the fact that what in France was indmdual propa
ganda will be with us a national concern through the network of
Maternity Centers Infant Welfare Centers Infants Chinies ete which
are now so powerful amongst the poor by their doles of medicine and
baby foods

Father McNabb’s words are of good omen
speedily fulfilled

May they be
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Conference Lelters

My Dear Mrs Sanger

I herewith send you a check of 525, towards the plan of a
conference concerning Birth Control  The problem 1s so
mvolved that I should hike to see 1t made clear that the move
ment 1s not merely one of propaganda for contraceptive sex
relations  On the other hand, 1t 1s of 1mportance to emphasize
that every educated adult considers it a matter of conscience
to see that pregnancies are not merely a matter of chance and
that a frank and free discussion of the problem should be one
of the privileges in a democratic country It should, more
over, be the duty of any movement m this direction to collect
facts of the actual status of things and the results of such
movements m various commumties It also should be the
goal to implant more and more a conviction that a sensible
restriclion of fecudity was largely oppoesed by miluarism, but
would be a great step towards the solution of the problems of
such nations as the Japanese, Chinese, etc, where numbers
make necessary and furmish the excuse for a policy of ex
pansion and encroachment upon neighbors  On the other hand,
there also should be a frank and outspoken demonstration
that the movement 15 thoughtful of means to obwale the foster
ing of sex license and active 1n the study of a less sensualistic
policy 1 human Iife and of an approach to a sensibly con
cerved monogamous organization of human existence We
may safely state that the haphazard type of monogamy of the
past and present may well be open to very much safer and
construchive advantageous standards

It may be too bad to have so many clauses and conditions
to a movement of propaganda, but I feel that a preat deal of
harm can be avoided and many unnecessary obstacles overcome
by a frank and comprehensive statement Of course, 1f the
movement should evade the constructive part of the program,
one’s aitude towards 1t would necessarily be changed, but
1t would be, to my mnd, just this goal of arriving at a broad
ly acceptable program that would justify the getting together
of the thoughtful elements of the community

Believe me

Very truly yours,
ApoLr MEYFR

Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, Md

September 30, 1921
Dear Mrs Sanger
I am much obliged to you for your corteous mnvitation to
attend the Birth Control Conference It wall, however, be 1m
possible for me to attend as I am returming to Ingland next
week
I am glad to hear that my friend, Mr Harold Cox, 15 com
ing over from Lngland and 1 am sure that all he says will
deserve great attention
Agan thanking you
Yours very sincerely

LEONARD DRrwiN

Dear Mrs Sanger
I have carefully read and considered your interesting and
courteous letter of September 16 mnviing me to become a
member of the Conference Commuttee on Birth Control
While 1 sympathize very thoroughly with the objects of
your movement, and firmly believe that you are doing good
work and deserve every encouragement, 1t 1s physically beyond
my power to jon 1n as an active worker
Regretung the circumstances that compe! me to pass your
call for co operation, and wishing you unlimited success, 1
remain,
Very sincerely yours,
Wm T Hornapay, Sc D,
Durector New York Zoological Park

My dear Mrs Sanger

1 shall be very glad to have my name used i1n connection
with the call for a National Conference on Birth Control which
you plan to hold m New York City in November I am, as
you know, 1 entire sympathy with the cause in whose behalf
the meeting 1s *o be held

Sincerely yours,
Arice HamiLton

BIRTH CONTROL AND CHILD WELFARE

{Continucd from page 5)

with whole hearted devotion and repay in a noble lLife and
work the services of the community to him when he was un
able to look after himself

ORTUNATELY AN ENLIGHTENED public opimon will
secure these necessary preliminaries to a full hfe n the
large majority of cases, and society will have little to do but
to co operale with the parents where needed Public opimon
has still to be enlightened, and the need for Birth Control to
be properly taught Then, and not before, can we expect all
parenis to fulfil the conditions of what Dr Marne Stopes hus
so happily termed “radiant” parenthood Agun, to quole
Walt Whitman, 1t 1s only on these lines that we can expect “to
supply a race of superb men and women, cheerful, religious,
ahead of any yet known "—The Woman’s Leader

IMMIGRATION AND BIRTH CONTROL

{Conttnued from puge 9)

these? We still let mexperienced and underpud teachers
look after 1 large part of the nation’s education  We still let
the least fit give birth to the bulk of the nation’s children
We still let syphilitics marry and stll shut our eyes to the fate
of the hordes of foreigners which lind each day at our ports
I'rom this 1t seems as 1f we cared but hitle for the betterment
of the people of tne Unnted States  There are those who feel
we should adopt a larger horizon than the national boundary
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m basing our opinions  We are ciizens of the world and
should consider equally those of all countries, they say

This 1s undoubtedly an excellent theory but let’s see how 1t
works out The unfit n Italy, Poland and the Balkans who
would be eliminated by natural laws if allowed to stay 1n therr
own countries are gathered together by exploiters and brought
te this country, where they are promptly forgotten It 1s more
than likely that those loudest i acclasming an unrestricted
open door immigration policy are the ones first to forget them

But even though they are forgotten they do not die  They
live somehow Packed together in the tenement districts of
our large cities they hive long enough to bring thousands of
undesired and handicapped children into the world The
immigration question of this country has changed i the last
decade Formerly we got the ambitious and adventurous ele
ment of foreign countries Now we get a large percentage of
exploited culls  We may be temporamnly benefiing some
countries by relieving them of these culls, but are we benefiting
the culls themselves and the world at large?

The 1mmgration question 1s not sumple and 1t 1s not the
present purpose to discuss 1t except 1 1ts relation to Birth
Control In this relation the question 1s not how many we
admit but how many will those who we admit reproduce?

THE BIRTH RATE among immigrants 1s very much higher
than the average birth rate of the country as a whole so

that we magnify n succeeding generations whatever results of
immgration we get today

It comes back to the question of “what do we want?” There
seems little doubt but that continming along present lines will
mean & gradual lowering of the physical and mental average
of the country This 1s principally because of two things—
blindness toward the Birtk Control movement which results
i an increase of the drunken, shiftless, and feeble minded
classes, and blindness toward the immugration question which
has eventually the same result The two subjects—immgration
and Birth Control— are so closely related that our attitude
toward erther one must m a measure be dependent upon our
attitude upon the other

If we could have proper rural distnbution of our immigrants
and then could be sure of sane birth limitation among the
newcomers, there 1s Iittle doubt but that our open door policy
could be adopted to advantage Without these, however, we
must admit only selected foreigners 1n an attempt to correct
the evils at home

The 1ncreases in population through births and through 1m
migration are m their effect on future generations practically
identical We have the means of selective improvement in
erther case  Are we gong to continue to 1gnore them?

LIVING FOR POSTERITY

(Continued from page 11)

abandoning an interesting career of pure theonizing and domg mach
hard work and meeting the rebuffs alike of the ignorant and those who
hold themselves critically aloof (Itke the typical eugemst)

The first suggestion that comes to our mind 1s to take some immediate
action that will tend to assure every child that 1s born into the world

The Birth Control Review

fit' a chance to develop into a racial asset, before agitating the propo
sition of bringing even one more child into a society that crushes in
d scruminately the fit and unfit unless a kindly fate drops them into a
favorable environment

The second suggestion closely allied with the first 1s 10 permut the
multitude of less promising subjects to have the means to accomplish
the purpose which Mr Humphrey so ardently desires From the seclu
sion of his sanctum he criticizes the prolific breeding of the lower strata
of society, but not once does he intimate that the popularizing of con
traceptive mformation among the masses might do much to achieve his
end He seems to believe that the excessive birth rate among the less
fortunately situated 1s due to carelessness or even desire As a matter
of fact, everyone who has had the least contact with this situation knows
that n the overwhelming majonity of cases it 15 helplessness which may
eventually sink into the mertia of hopelessness The burden of exces
sive progeny among those economucally handicapped, 15 1n 1tself con
ducive to “unfitness * and so, for this reason the ewil of racial degener
ation has one very matenal abettor 1n this source Will the theoretical
eugemsts show a practical frame of mind by turning some of their
enthusiasm 1nto the movement for the dissemination of contraceptive
knowledge where 1t 15 so urgently needed? This 13 a fair question

It cannot be that the author is too prudish to consider this means
because 1 lhis Utopra (which however, he demies 15 a Utopia) he
offers the interesting suggestion whereby certain unmarried women of
good racial umber may be impregnated by some 1mpersonal, scientific
method ’ for the glory of the race Maybe this will appeal more strongly
to Mr Humphrey than to the mateless maidens of the future

Such a trivial matter as Love, and all the spintual factors that are
bound up 1n its ramifications do not deter Mr Humphrey from his main
objective—the assurance of a worthy racial future When Mark Twain
asked ‘Why worry about posterity! What has posterity ever done
for us?” we laughed at his characteristic joke But when certamn advo-
cates of eugenics, apparently in all seriousness, demand that we go to
the other extreme and saenfice all ndividuality and all our human feel
ings 0 the alleged interest of the race’s future, we are moved to ask
“What 15 hfe for?’ After all 1s 1t not possible that posterity may
best be served by assunng every individual an opportumity for the
fullest development and expression of his innate human quahihes—
spintual, intellectual and physical?

WILLIAM ) FIELDING

STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP MANAGEMENT CIRCULATION
ETC REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24 1912,

Of The Birth Control Review published monthly at New York N Y
for October 1 1921 State of New York County of New York ss

Before me a notary public 1n and for the State and county aforesaid per
sonally appeared Margarct Sanger who having been duly sworn according
to law deposes and says that she 1s the Editor of the Birth Contrel Re
view and that the follewing 15 to the best of her knowledge and belief a
true statement of the ownership management etc of the aforesad pub
lhication for the date shown in the above caption required by the Act of
August 24 1912 embodied in section 443 Postal Laws and Regulations
printed on the reverse of this form to wit

1 That the names and addresses of the publisher editor managing
editor and business managers are Publisher New York Women s Pub
lishing Co 104 Fifth Avenue New York City Editor Margaret Sanger
104 Fifth Avenue New York City Managing Editor Harold Hersey 104
Fifth Avenue New York City Business Manager Anne Kennedy 104
Fifth Avenue New York Ciiy

2 That the owners are New York Women s Publishing Co 104 Fifth
Avenue New York City Mrs Juliet B Rublee 242 East 149th Street
New York City Mrs Mary Knoblauch Seventh Avenue and 55th Street
New York City Mrs Frances B Ackerman Bronxville N

3 That the known bondholders mortgagees and other security helders
owning or holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of bonds mortgages
or other gecurities are none

4 That the two paragraphs next above giving the names of the owners
stockholders and secunity holders 1if any contain not only the list of
stockhalders and security holders as they appear upon the books of the
company but also 1n cases where the stockholder or security holder
appears upon the boukh of the cor,a~; as ru.s e¢ or in any other fiduciary
relatton the name of the person or corporation for whom such trustee 1s
acting 1s given also that the said two paragraphs contain statements
embractng affiant s full knowledge and behef as to the circumstances and
condittons under which stockholders and secunity holders who do not
appear upon the books of the company as trustees hold stock and secur
ities 1n a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner and this affiant
has no reason to believe that any other person association or corporation
has any interest direct or indirect in the said stock bonds or other

securities than as so stated by her
(Signed) MARGARET SANGER

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 27th day of September 1921
(Seal) JACK G KARPF®

{My commission expires March 31 1923)



GrRAPHIC PREss || PROSTITUTION

39 W. 8th STREET, NEW YORK Its History, Cause and Cure, by

Dr. J. H. Greer, 25¢c. Marriage, As
It Was, Is and Should Be, by Annie
Besant, 25¢c. No. 1, Scarlet Review,
25¢. Diana, a psycho-physiologic-

BOOKS al sex Essay, 25¢c. The Crucible,

CATALOGS 4di o 10 I
PERIODICALS different ssa;:lgezsée dl).c _Free list

1330 First Avenue

RAYMER’S OLD BOOK STORE

Seattle, Wash.

A WORD will be paid by us
for a new name for LOCOMA

—our big, ligh-class Magazine
for Married Men and Women—or those expect-
ing to be The name must be suuted to the maga-
zine whose many excellent articles on Birth Con-
trol, Marnage, Divorce, Love, Eugenics, Sex
Hygiene, etc, appear exclusively n every 1ssue

For Men and Women only In its fourth year Get a
copy, study 1t and name 1t! Copy 20c, year $200

SPECIAL OFFER Five months tral for 50c Or 5

big back numbers and one year $150 A $300 Value!

NO FREE COPY!' But big SEX BOOK catalog 15 free,
also rules of contest

Locoma Pub Co, P O Box B C, Farmington, Mich

Only for Professional and
Advanced Adult Readers
Descriptive lists sent 1n
sealed envelope The most
autkoritative works wncluding
Forel, Kisch, Kralft Ebing,
Robie, Malchow and Elhs

THE MODERN BOOK SOCIETY

228 230 W 52nd St. New Yark City
{Desk 23)

Books for Intelisgent People

Physical Culture Health Book Index

We have made it a point of honor to see that all books going out under our name shall in every way mamtamn
the high standard set by PHYSICAL CULTURE MAGAZINE Every book in PHYSICAL CULTURE HEALTH
LIBRARY was written to fill a particular and well defined need, each 1s the very finest work upon the subject

Place check marks against the names of any of these books in which you are interested and mail this mdex to
us for full information, or enclose remittance and they will be sent by return mail with the understanding that if,
upon examnation you do not wish to keep them, you may return them within 5 days after receipt and your money

will be refunded without question

RECOMMENDED AND ADVOCATED BY PHYSICAL CULTURE

((J Beauty Culture _________ 8500 (3 Flat Foot—1Iis Prevention {3 P C Physicological Manikin 2 50
0 Book of Sex _ . ________ 500 and Cure __ .. ___._. 50 [J Physical Perfection _______ 150
[ Care of the Expectant [ Fletcherism _____________ 140 [] Picture Course in Phy=ical
Mother ______________ 60 [J Gammg Weight —______._ 50 Development __________ 100
L] Catazrh, Colds and Hay [0 Headaches—How Cured.._ 50 [J Reducing Weight Comforta
Fever ______ . ______.. 85 [ Heart and Blood Vessels___ 125 bly o 165
[T} Consupation—Its Cause and (] Herself oo ———___ 125 [] Science of Muscular De
Cure oo~ 50 [ Himself . ... 125 velopment . ___________ 150
[J Consumption—How to Pre ] How to Develop Muscular ] Spinal Development _____. 300
vent It . ________ 115 Power and Beauty___.. 150 [J Strength from Eating _____ 100
0 Cooking for Health ______ 125 [ Macfadden Porter Milk Diet 200 [ Strengtheming the Eves____ 500
[] Crime of Silence _________ 200 [ Making Old Bodes Young_ 500 [ Strzngthening Weak Nerves _ 50
(3 Encyclopedia of Physical ] Manhood and Marnage 300 LCJ The Human Machine ___. 500
Culture oo __ 3500 S (] Tramner’s Anatomy _—.____ 100
[ Exercise and Sports_._____ 50p [ New Hair Culture. .. 200 5 Vyahty Supreme . __ 200
3 Fasting for the Cure of [ Physical Culture Doctor [0 Way of God 1n Marriage___ 100
Disease _ oo __ 150 Book, 2 vols - _._____ 1000 [ What Shall We Eat______ 100
{J Father, Mother, Babe _..___ 150 (J Physical Culture for Baby._ 100 [J Womanhood and Marnage. 3 00

Address Rephes to
PHYSICAL CULTURE CORPORATION
Depr CB11 119 WEST 40th STREET

Name . o e e Address —ooeeoo Cuy

New York City

(Wnte Carefully)

X



BOOKJS ON SEX

FEMINISM, BIRTH CONTROL
AND KINDRED SUBJECTS

Woman and the New Race

By Margaret Sanger, a keen analysis of all
soctal problems Physical, moral and men-
tal freedom 1s championed in this book___$2.00

Race Regeneration Thru Woman

By Dr James Hegyessy—a book to gmde
women to health and happiness

Rachel

By Angelma W Grimke A powerful
drama of the omnipresent tragedy of the
Black people

1.50

Man and Woman

By Havelock Ellss  The book which re-
veals to each other Women and Men as
they are

Birth Control

In Its Medical, Social, Economic, and
Moral Aspects, by Dr S Adolphus Knopf..

The Century of the Child

By Ellen Key An illummation of the
Child’s Place 1n Society

Population and Birth Control

A Sympostum by Wilham J Robinson,
Achille Lora, Charles V Drysdale, Ludwig
Quessell, Eden Paul, Edward Bernstein, D
Dunlop, R Manschke, S H Halford and F
W Stella Browne, edited by Eden and
Cedar Paul -~ 3.00

What Every Mother Should Know

By Margaret Sanger  Abook that teaches
the Mother how to tell the truth of sex to
the child Paper, 30c, cloth

Limitation of Offspring
By Wilhlam J Robmnson Answers all ar-
guments against birth control

25

Radiant Motherhood

By Dr Mane Stopes A book for those
who are creating the future

The Objects of Marriage
By Havelock Ellis

Sanity in Sex
By Willam J Fielding A popular pres-
entation of the problems of sex

The Awakening of Woman
By Florence Guertin Tuttle The Psychic
Side of Feminism _—
Women and World Federation
By Florence Guertin Tuttle A book to be
read and studied by all women
The Small Family System
By Dr C V Drysdale

The Love Rights of Women

By Havelock Elis A book that every man
shouid read - —

The Trial of William Sanger

By James Waldo Fawcett

Uncontrolled Breeding

By Adelyne More A starthng scientific
treatise on overpopulation as the cause of
war - -

Small or Large Families?
By Dr C V Drysdale and Havelock Ellis_

What Every Girl Should Know

By Margaret Sanger Sex imstruction for
Adolescent girls, in plam, simple language
Paper, 30c, cloth

The Law of Population

Its consequences and 1ts bearing upon hu-
man conduct and mora's By Annie Besant

In ordening any of the above books add 10 cents extra for each volume

NEW YORK WOMEN'’S PUBLISHING CO., Inc.

- 104 Fifth Ave.,, New York




