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BIRTH CONTROL ORGANIZATIONS 
IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Federation of Neo Malthusian LeaguesDR ALICE DRYSDALE VICKERY, Presdent 

Encmso  -Malrhuslan League, % Vlctorla S t ,  London, S W 1 AUSTRIA -Secretary Rudolf Grossman (P~er re  g am us) Uoster 
neuberg (be1 Wlen) Nled Ost Penodlcal, Erkenntnrr Und 

HOLLAND (1885) -De Nleuw hlaltlluslaansche Bond Secretary, ~ ~ j ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , .  
Dr J Rutgers, 9 Verl~ulststlaat, Den Haag Perlodlcal. Het PORTUGAL -E Sllva, Junior, L da Memona, 46 r/2, Lisbon 
Gellukk~g Hurrgezrn Penodlcal, Pa e Lcberdade 

GERMANY (1889) -Sozlal Harmonlsche Vereln Secretary, Herr BRAZIL (1905) -Secc~on Brasllena de Propaganda Secretanes, 
hf Hausmester Stuttgart Pe r~od~ca l  D L ~  Sozcole Harmonce Manuel Moscosa Rua d Bento Plres 29, San Pablo Antonlo 

F R A ~ C E  (189.5) -G Hard) 29 Rue Plxerecourt, Pans  Peri Domlnlguez, Rue V~zcande d e  hIoranguapa 25, Rlo de Janelro 
odlcal, Generonon Comcacnte CUBA AVTJCQ -Secclon de Propaganda Secretary, Jose Guard, 

SPAIN (1901) -Llga Espanola de Regeneraclon Humana Secre 'la' Empedrado l4 

senor L~~~ ~"16, calle provenza, 17-,, pral la B~~ SWEDEN (1911) -Sallska~et for Humanltar Barnalstnng Presl 
celona Penodlcal, Salrr y Fuerza dent Mr H ~ n k e  Bergegren, Vaaadrsvagen 15 Stockholm Va 

ITALY (1913) -Lega Neomalthuslana Ital~ana Vln Lamarmors 22 
B ~ ~ c l u n r  (19Ob)-Ligue YeoMalhusrenne Secretary, Dr Tunn  Per~odlcal L Educairone Sessuole 

Fernand Mascaux, Echevln, Courcelles A F R I C A - ~ ~ ~ U ~  Neo Malthuslenne hla~son du i'eeuple, 10 Rampe 
SWITZERLAND (1908) -Groupe Malthusren Secretary, Valentln Magenta Alger 

Grandlean 106 Rue des Laux Vlves, Geneva Penodlcal, h lsx~co,  (1918) -hlencan Blrth Control League, Secretanes hlr 
La Vce lntrme and Mrs L n n  A E Gale P 0 Box 518, Mexlco, D F ,  

BOH~XIA ~ U S T R I A  (1901) -Secretary, M~chael  Kacha 1164 Meuco Perlod~cals G d e  s (English) and El Cornnntstu 
Zlzzhov Prague Perlod~cal Zadruhl (Spanish) 

NOTICE 

The new and final list of organizations has been left out until the 
Conference meets when the various leagues will be reorganized 

d n  Appeal 
In  order to make the comlng American Birth Cmtrol Conference 

-November llth-13th, a success, we need your help! 

Could you send a donation toward the expenses? If you have 

$100 00 send us that If you have $50 00 or $25 00 to help insule 

success, send it, or even a smaller amount-send that' 
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B~rth Control To create a race of thoroughbreds 

Uni tv!  

F ROM THE VERY beg~nnlng of human history, programs 
for progress and regeneration have been characterized by 

internal conflicts and dlscords Usually, In their first stages, 
such movements are forced to withstand only attacks from 
external enemies But as soon as the group or movement 
demonstrates ~ t s  value and vltality by surviving these attacks, 
~t finds itself confronted by another problem This 1s the 
growing complexity of the soclal organism or body, by the 
appearance of internal d~fferences, by the appearance of con 
flictlng issues The moment any movement beglns to grow 
"wings"-left wing, right wing, and centre, these are usually 
termed-lt beglns to e.xhibit something closely approachmg 
the phenomenon of cell d~vision in biology 

The Birth Control movement is no exception to this great 
historical and blologcal fact I t  is sholnng signs of this 
radiant vitality, thls life, thls growth But instead of he 
moaning this polarizat~on of thought, this division of effort, 
we delight iu it as one of the surest slgns of strength, of the 
invlnclble and conquering power of the parent cell No 
vlgorous soclal movement ever remains in the smglecell 
state Vlgorous growth means that it is sendmg ~ t s  roots deep 
into the social consciousness, and that with thls growth, it must 
develop Internal differentiation 

The unlty of the Birth Control movement is not, and should 
not be, the dead unity of unthinking unanimity, but the living 
unity of differentiated actlvlty, the unity, m short, of the 
healthy organism If our idea is to be of any practical in 
fluence upon humanity, ~t must exert its appeal to every shade 
of thought I t  must awaken interest and discussion It must 
come to men and women w~th  all the freshness and splendor 
of a new discovery They must assimilate all that they can of 
its stimulating truth So that each novice m turn, may himself, 
by word of mouth, arouse fresh mterest, stlrr latent thoughts 
into keen activlty 

N THE OTHER hand, the most detrimental thlng that O aould happen to the movement would be a flat, monoton 
ous, llfeless agreement-the unthmklng and unhealthful sub 
mission to a fixed idea llke a band of narrow sectarians or 
religious fanatics Fortunately for the Birth Control move 
ment, ~t 1s not made up of a servile, submssive, passive body 
of unthinking followers, who having parrot like learnt a few 
elementary truths, might feel that thelr duty ended there No 
our movement is made up ~n all countrlea of the finest, the 

most fearless and Independent minds of the age It 1s t h ~ s  self 
reliance, this glorlous freedom and independence of thought, 
that keeps the movement, unlike modern reforms, from sinkmg 
to the state of innocuous lethargy and llving death 

We do not des~re the unlty of death or hypocr~sy 
Our unity is the unlty of llfe It is the great central truth, 

the glowmg vision, that holds us, desplte all our dfferences 
and disagreements, together This unity is great enough to hold 
us together despite conflicts, desplte all our vanance, despite the 
clashmg contrast in the colors of our thought 

Having recognized, early in the h~story of the Blrth Control 
movement, that controversies and dissension would be mevlt 
able concerning the alms and objects of the movement, the 
edltor decided, due to the need for a strlct economy of tlme 
and space, to refrain from edtorlal partlclpation in the ex 
change of personal opmion or dlscusslon with agltated ad 
herents of the same cause or leaders of subsidiary agencies 
It has been her fundamental convichon that it would be d s  
astrous ~f not fatal to such a young and rapldly grolnng move 
ment to deviate from the straightforward path toward liber 
ation We must move neither to left nor nght, but stralght 
ahead In this drectness, this unflinchmg purpose, lies our 
great strength It would be fatal for us to step aslde into the 
morass of controversy Impelled by the dynamic truth of our 
fundamental conviction, ~t is our bounden duty to move, slow 
ly and surely, forward We must conserve all our strength 
and grit for our real enemies, the forces of cormphon and 
reaction Nothing could be, we honestly believe, more debill 
tatlng to our concerted effort than to engage in or publlsh 
petty discussions, acrimonious debates, generated by those who 
disagree with ways and means To those who, while sharing 
our convictions concerning the necessity for universal educa 
tlon m Birth Control, and yet who are m disagreement with 
the means and methods we use, we have never advised a s e ~ l l e  
submission nor suggested a retirement from actlvity Those 
who have watched the birth, rise and downfall of other social 
movements,-downfalls due to lnterneclne stnfe, must a p e  
wlth us in the wisdom of this pollcy 

0 THOSE WHO cannot bring themselves Into agreement 
with our methods and principles, let us repeat what we 

have before pointed out m these pages there 1s always room 
for independent and autonomous ac t~nty  along Independent 
Imes, in a rich and varied field of endeavor Such actint) 



m~ght possess the great and ~nvaluable merlt of belng con 
structlve and positive, lr~stead of tending to hlnder the prog 
ress and forward march of the great central, h~stor~cal move 
ment 

Thus, whlle we welcome d~fference and d~fferent~at~on In 
Idea and policy, as the finest and surest sign of health and 
growth, we have always tned, and we shall contlnue ~n our 
attempt, never to loose sight of the great central truth of 
B~r th  Control It 1s thts spirlt that should unlte us, rather 
than an art~fic~al  organization-the great unlfylng truth that 
should blnd sclentlsts, thmkers, ~deal~sts-so that we may 
carry the torch of truth toward the goal of human freedom 
and happiness 

Conference Delegates 

A LREADY DELEGATES representing the follolvlng States 
have wrltten that they would attend the Conference - 

Cal~fornla, Colorado, Connect~cut, Delaware, Georg~a, Illmo~s, 
Ind~ana, Iowa, Maryland, Massachusetts, M~chigan, Mmnesota, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, NewYork, Pennsylvania,Vermont 

The followng organizations and them respectlve delegates 
have announced thelr cooperation and representat~on at the 
varlous sesslons 

Connecticut Br~dgeport Counc~l of Jewlah Women, Mrs F 
H Levy, Mrs S Capltman, Mrs H Walder New Haven Sec 
tlon Counc~l of Jew~sh Women, Mrs Jacob N Wolodarsky 

New Jersey Monday Afternoon Cluh, Passam, N J , Mrs W 
M Barclay Montclalr Federation of Women's Orgamzatlons, 
Mrs Alfred W D~ller ,  Mrs Louis Hmr~chs, Mrs Viola War 
rm Newark Counczl of Jemsh Women, Mrs Freda Blumen 
thal, Mrs Wm Fmger, Mrs Leo Stem Woman's Cluh of 
Cllffs~de Park, Grantwood, N J , Mrs James A M~leham 
Woman's League of North Hudson, Mrs H W Wahlert 

New York Albany County Sect~on of Jew~sh Women, Mrs 
Wm G Lewl, Amencan Soclety of Reconstruction, Mrs Dav~d 
Lopes Cardoza Bronx Woman's Club, Mrs M Bowen, Mrs 
Alfred H Hausrath, Mrs Wllllam W Niles Council of Jew 
~ s h  Women, Mrs H M Stark Daughters of the Amencan 
Revolut~on, Mrs Chas H Chapman Mont~cello Suffrage 
Club, Mrs Ellsabeth Worth Muller Philemon, E Evans Rut 
gus Alumnae Ass'n of N Y , Mrs Clora C Kennedy Syracuse 
Woman's Congress, Mr5 W W Knapp Urban League of 
Brooklyn, Mrs Fred Z Lems, Mrs John Brant 

Ill~nols Chicago Woman's Aid, Frances Taussing, (New 
York C~ ty  ) 

The p r l n c ~ ~ l e  of Birth Control offers 
A New Approach 
A New D~agnos~s 
A Fundamental Solut~on 

The First Americail Birth Control Confereilce 
wlll alm to show that the conclusions attamed by sclen 
tists and social authorit~es indlcate Blrth Control 1s the 
first and fundamental step toward 

Nat~onal and Racial Health 
The Abol~tion of Poverty 
Dlsarmament and W o ~ l d  Peace 
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HE VOLUNTARY Parenthood League announces that Dr 
Mane C Stops, of London, is mmmg to America for 

the purpose of del~verlng an address on the soc~al and human 
values of Birth Control, as expressed in her Motherhood 
Cl~nic, recentl) estahl~shed in London The meetlng will be 
held in the Town Hall, New York Clty, at 8 20, on the even 
ing of October 27th Dr Stopes IS the author of "Marrled 
Love," "Radlant Motherhood," "Wise Parenthood " Beslde 
these works on marrlage and parenthood, Dr Stopes has 
wrltten varlous notable books and articles on b~olog~cal sub 
jects, as well as several plays and poems 
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Birth Control and Child Welfare 
B y  Mrs How ~Martyn 

M ARRIAGE and sex relations are at the root of the 
woman's movement, and until we find courage to deal 

with them frankly, fully, and openly, "the world's attitude 
towards sex relations" will continue to be "wrong" Until 
women face the problems ~nvolved, and solve them, we shall 
only be tinkering wth  the problem of how to establish "a 
real equality of liberties, status and opportunities between 
men and women " 

If men and women were hermaphrodite like the earth 
worms, and the consequence of sexual intercourse was mother 
hood for both partners, does anyone Imagine for a moment 
that there would be any need for a struggle to obtain equality? 
It would not have been possible to establish masculine 
dominance but for the handicap which uncontrolled mother 
hood has imposed on women 

Mr Harold Cox has stated clearly and conclusively the m 
timate and inevltable connection between Birth Control and 
woman's liberty, and from my experience on County Council 
Committees for Child Welfare, for Mental Defectives, for the 
Insane, for the Tubercular, I am astonished at the stupihty 
and the prudery which have prevented the teaching of Birth 
Control to poor mothers worn out with repeated pregnancies, 
to persons discharged from mental hospitals, to those suffer 
mg from tuberculosis, epilepsy, venereal and other diseases so 
miserable for the sufferer and so weakening for the race 

HE WELFARE of the child is also to he considered, and 
to the nation this aspect is of supreme importance i n  

1859 John Stuart Mill, wntmg on the appl~cations of liberty, 
said "It still remains unrecognized, that to bring a child 
into existence mthout a fair prospect of belng able, not only 
to provide food for its body, but instruction and training for 
its mlnd, is a moral crime both agamst the unfortunate off 
spring and against society" The upper and mlddle classes 
are, to day, rarely guilty of this moral cnme, and again and 
agaln parents of one or two ch~ldren state quite frankly that 
~t is ~mposslble to educate properly more than two or three 
chlldren 

In the sixty two years since John Stuart Mlll enunciated 
thls fundamental rlght of the chlld, something has k n  done 
towards securing proper nurture to every child, but we are 
still far from the goal What has been achieved is the result 
of the steadily declm~ng b ~ r t h  rate, and IS largely due to the 
fear that, if the decllne be allowed to continue, England will 
fail to retain her Important world position I am firmly con 
vinced that the birth rate must contlnue to fall if all children 
are to obtain their birth nght, no other spur wlll be effective 
m pressmg their clalms on the attention of the public and the 
polihcians 

I t  was soon recognized as hopeless to urge people to 
produce plenty of children when once Birth Control measures 
had become even partially known to them, and attention was 

concentrated on attempts to save the lives of the hundreds of 
thousands of babies who would otherwise perish in the first 
five years of life Such efforts can only be successful when 
the births do not exceed the number that the resources of the 
parents can feed, clothe, educate, and tram 

INDIVIDUAL Parents have been acknowledging thls more 
and more, until in the better off classes parental prudence 

based on the highest ideals for the welfare of their children, 
1s almost universal in this country It IS now our duty to 
extend an understanding of these high ideals of parenthood 
to those less fortunately placed Mrs Margaret Sanger, in 
the United States, and here Dr Marie Stopes, by her hooks, 
and now by her Mothers' Clinic, have given us a lead which 
makes the task a comparatively easy one 

It 1s significant, and very promismg, that these outspoken 
and high souled leaders are women, are married women, and 
are mothers We have become accustomed to the statistician's 
view of rates per thousand, but we have not yet learned to 
think of the problem from the point of view of the individual 
baby In the words of Walt Whltman-'Lit is also good to 
reduce the whole matter to the considerat~on of a single self 

Even for the treatment of the universal, m politics, 
metaphysics, or anything, sooner or later we come down to 
one single, solitary soul " 

What consolation is it to a poor mother who has lost the 
ardently desired baby to know that the Infant death rate is 
lower than ever, if through ignorance on her part her 
particular baby died? What consolation can it be to a young 
man or woman, bllnd from birth, to learn that the parent., 
through lack of knowledge and mental vision, thoughtlessly 
contracted one of the venereal diseases which caused blindness 
in their child? 

OW CAN society fail to see that our workhouses, re 
formatory schools, prisons, hospitals, and slums, are 

filled mostly by people who never en~oyed the rights of chi1 
dren, whom a3 chlldren the community failed to protect, and 
who as adults are paymg the penalty of that failure whlle 
also exacting a penalty from the community Now women 
have a voice in politics, we may hope to see a change The 
helpless baby citlzen wlll assume the importance due to hlm 
He cannot protect himself, but his clalm to protection will 
surely be the first ~esponsibillty of women citizens What 
are the rights of every child? As I see them they are - 

To be a wanted baby, horn of healthy parents 
To have a home where he is loved, adequately fed, clothed, 

and housed 
To be educated and trained for Ilfe, and for earnmg a 

livel~hood according to his abilit~es 
Thus equipped, the adult cltizen can serve the community 

(Connnued on page 13) 



6 The Barth Corrtrol Rev~etu 

Birth Control in the Press 

T HE CONSPIRACY OF s~lence has been destroyed Even HOSE WITH EXACTING standards and good educat~onal 
the dally press IS awakening to the Importance of Blrth ' equipment are the very ones best fitted to be parents. and 

Control Blrth Control 1s openly and ser~ously d~scussed It yet they themselves seem to feel that maintenance of then 
can no longer be d~smlssed as a mere ideal~stlc scheme, a short present level of llvlng requlres them to be content w~th  small 
cut to Utop~a At least two New York newspapers, the Tzmes famll~es 
and the Trzbune gave short but prominent notlce to Professor "How much does the community really value the types which 
Ross' address before the student body of the Unlvers~ty of most hlghly embody the very ideals ~t has Intended to mater~al 
Wisconsin, In which the d~stlnguished inventor of that wornout ize? It pays a s~ngle movle actor, for instance, as much In a 
catchword '%ace sulc~de" announced hls mature convlctlon In year as ~t glves the entlre teachlng staff of a town of 50,000 
f ~ v o r  of smaller famihes The Trzbune prlnted thls dispatch people The groups of h ~ g h  mental~ty and low Income d ~ e  off 

Mad~son, WIS , Oot 7-Nelther the present nor future gener In unconscious, unstud~ed protest agalnst a clvlllzat~on that In 
atlons would benefit by an Increased hlrth rate, E A Ross, pro some cases neglects the cultlvatlon of intelligence and ~ t s  works 
fessor of sociology at the University of Wisconstn, sald In an As generations go on a nation acqulres the types of humanity 
address before a students' body last nlght that ~t pays for" 

"Increased blrth rate IS accompanied without exception by 
an increased death rate," Professor Ross sald He asserted that T IS A strange and str~king colnc~dence that many of the 
the populatlon of the Unrted States was mncreasrng rap~dly due press comments on the dnreasmg brrth rate In Great Bntam 
to reduction m the death rate rather than to an increase In the are made in much the same spirit-indicating that current con 
b ~ r t h  rate " sclousness is gradually belng awakened to the central import 

"Twenty years ago when I colned that grossly mlsused phrase ance of Blrth Control as the method for lmprovlng the qual~ty 
'race sulclde' I believed In large families, today, wlth changed of human llfe and thereby of soclety at large Thus we find 
cond~t~ons and years of deeper study of the subject, I have a writer on the London Dally Mzrror offerlng the followmg 
changed my mlnd " census reflections 

He that chlld labor laws, advances In medlcal On the whole, we note wlth satlsfactlon that the fool~sh clamor for 
sclence, and paternalist~c leglslatlon had p e n  the wh~te race people to s t a m ,  and he unemployed, 1s fa~n te r  
a "longevity unequaled through the ages " True one paper talks about the g~un '  f a d  that the lncrease over 

1911 IS 'less than half the smallest Increase slnce censuses were taken 

CONSERVATIVE DAILY l ~ k e  the New York Sun, In com In this C o U n t ~ '  

Why ''grm"' A ment1n6 On the dareasing famllles mtelllgent We explain Presumably the wmer wlsbes to bong us to 
cans, as indicated by the figures of the last Federal Census, re soclal and ~ ~ d u s t ~ , a ~  disaster by a continual uneconomlo Increase ~n 
veals a sense of the Importance of the qual~ty of human 11fe numbers whlch would glve us a populatlon of about 100 millions by 

as opposed to mere numbers In an editorla1 devoted to this the tune of the next census 

sublect, the sun ,,,dIcates some of the disastrous effeds of cur Another utters the half truth that ‘population 1s a national asset ' 
So 11 may be, ~f the populat~on does not o u t s h p  the means of sub 

rent raclal and soc~al standards slstence So 11 1s not lf the population 1s an underfed, zlleducated and 
"In the latter half of the last century the tide turned fast therefore dangerously discontented rnultltude For the rest, many 

from farm to manufacturmg Great cltles sprang up In places papers usually convent~ally minded on t h  vltal subject agree that the 
that before the Clvll War had been new farm land The popu "scare' of race smclde' s groundless 

latlon passed gradually to the towns, so that by 1920 there I t  1s Indeed' And to us 11 seems that the enormous figures of the 
latest census glve cause for anluety rather than self satisfied congratu were actually more people llvlng In towns than on farms-for 
latlon 

the first tune ~n the nation's h~story All this tlme the pres ~l~~ It seems to us that mere figures like these tell us llttle about 
sure of population on resources became greater, the country national prosperity 

became more nearly filled, the cost of llvlng (even before stlm What we want to know IS not how many mulons of tohng  and 

nlated by the war) stead~ly rose struggling people we possess but what sort of people these are Are 

they healthy? Are they happy? Are they able to make a hvmg here7 
"But It was the people the lowest lncomes that reared ~h~~~ are the things that matter-not mere numbers paraded wlth a 

the fewest children, was those w ~ t h  the keenest desire to con aounsh of false pride that bhnds the p ~ b l l c  to their true s~gnlfic=nce 
form to a 'hlgh' standard of llvlng To enjoy the luxury of a Lkew~se the Westrnznlster Gazette po~nts out the fallacy of 
large family, w~th  reasonable prospects of glvlng one's chll judging human values by mere numbers, and the slnlster rela 
dren an education, requlrer nowadajs a much greater PCO~OIIIIC tion of large populations to war Let the delegates to the Dis 
endowment than m our grandfathers' tlme So those who value armament Conference consider thls lvelghty problem, as the 
such opportunlt~es are lncllned more and more to concentrate 
then attention and Ilrn~ted possessions on fewer chlldren Thls 

English paper suggests 
'From the year 1870 onwards the whole of Europe has been dornl 

Is what soc10106ists have In mind when they say that the b l rh  nated by the mllltary theori ,,f numbers ~f cornpuIsory mllltary semee  
rate tends to decrease as the rate of lndlv~dual evolut~on in , to be the rule and ,f, as the Geman  mal~tansts  sud ,  the wars of 
creases the future were to be warn of the peoples, then clearly t h e  could b e  
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no safety except in numbers And so long as thls ldea prevads the 
B ~ r t h  Control whlch arms at a hlgh standard of llfe at the expense of 
numbers must be a pest~lent natlonal heresy If our polnlc* and our 
~ d e a s  of soclal reform are to be founded as they should be on some 
ratlonal Idea of the proper aun In br~nglng mankind to b ~ n h  we must 
clear our Ideas on thls subject It 1s evldent that a natlon llke France 
wh~ch  sets before ltself a hlgh standard of h v ~ n g  for a comparatlvelv 
small and self contarned populat~on, and whlch adjusts 11s law uf 
property and 11s way of life to that ,deal can never he In a posrtlon 
uf sccur~ty ~f the mrlltary theory of numbers prevails I t  wdl he pursu 

Ing fatally confllctlng Ideas ~f wlth thls theory of llfe 11 entertams 
malltary a m h ~ t ~ o n s  and hopes of glory But the same questlon 1s posed, 
~f m a less acute form for all the clvlllzed natlons They can cultivate 
the quantlty reqwred for cannon fodder or the quallty requzred for the 
c ~ v ~ l u e d  hfe, but they cannot do both I t  15, therefore, fundamental 
to the questton and to the whole course of the c lv~l~zed life whether the 
natlons are golng to perslst In the mllltaty ldea of numbers or the 
c lnl~zed Idea of quallty of populat~on, and they will have that ques- 
tron ser~ously posed for them when they go lnto the Disarmament Con 
ference at Washington ' 

The Eugenics Congress 
/ a N  ANOTHER PAGC.ln a revlew of "The Racml Prosnect." Dr Knopf s a ~ d  that the healthlest chlldren as a rule were those of a ' .  

Mr Wllllam J Fle,dlng brings up the prob vonng couple who marrled at a camparat~vel~ w l y  age, so that f a d y  
l~m~ta t lon  by postponement of mamage was not a good solutlon He 

lem of the relatlon of Blrth Control to Eugenics There 1s a ,,,I, mam,a,s and a l,mtat,on famllles to the number for - 
good deal of confus~on on t h ~ s  polnt, and it should be one of which the parents could well pmvlde 

the questions of theory that should be completely cleared up Even In our well t odo  and healthy famdles, considered our best 
Amer~can stock " he contln~led, "and where larger fanulies would be no 

the near future Birth Is generally descr*ed as burden early nlarrlages are unfortunately not encouraged The op 
negative Eugenlcs, as opposed to posltlve Eugen~cs We have ponents of Blrth Control love to dwell on the theme of socalled race - - - 
also heard the recent use of the term "Constructlve Blrth Con 
trol," a descrlptlve termed used by a group of workers In 
London These expresslens reveal mental confusion We 
c l a~m that Birth Control IS constructlve and 1s posltlve In ~ t s  
program If Eugenlcs IS to exert any beneficlal influence upon 
raclal and human health ~t must resort to a full and complete 
acceptance of Blrth Control Sc~entlsts llke William Bateson, 
th~nkers llke Dean Inge, penetrating students of human nature 
llke Havelock E l l~s  all see thls It IS grateful to report that 
a strong feehng for Blrth Control was made evldent at the 
Second Internat~onal Congress of Eugen~cs As reported m 
the dally press, this was qulte apparent Thus, at one sesslon 

Blrth control to prevent the transmlsmon of drsease and constltut~onal 
defects and the blrth of too many chddren In f a d l e s  of small Income 
where the latest born are Lkely to be neglected, was urged by speakers 
a t  the Semnd lnternat~onal Congress of Eugenlcs m the Amencan 
Museum of Natural History Others deplored the fallure of college bred 
women to r a s e  more chddren 

The subject of Blnh Control has been kept m the background but 
among the sclentlsts who met, speaker after speaker attacked the laws 
forblddlng physlclans to Impart lnformatlon on thls subject, and urged 
famlly llmltatlon meant that addltlonal chddren would have to grow 
up m slckness or squalor 

Dr Harnette A Dllla of Smlth College was applauded when she 
reproached the medlcal profession for submlttlng passively to laws of 
t h s  h n d  She sald that the denlal of sclentlfic lnformat~on resulted In 
crlmes and tragedies where women, turned away by medlcal men, re 
sorted to expedients suggested by despalr 

Dr I m n g  F~sher  of Yale, who was presld~ng sald that care had been 
taken to avold ldentlfylng the congress wlth "protagonlsta of Birth Con 
1101,' but that the subject was one whlch could not be Ignored 

' I  thlnk that wlthout questlon," he sa~d ,  Buth Control 1s today the 
great new factor affecting the future character of the human race B ~ r t h  
Control has ~n 11s power the determ~nat~on of the future of the human 
race 

Dr S Adolphus Knopf, whose subject was 'Eugemcs In 11s Relatlon to 
the Tuherculos~s Problem,' drscussed B~r th  Control as a means of pre 
rentlng the transmlsslon of the dlsease or of a strong predlsposltlon to 11 

sruclde If thls s applicable, 11 should only be spoken of In such m 
stances where health, wealth and culture abound and stlll famlly llml 
tatlon 1s pract~sed to a very appreciable and deplorable degree 

Dr Knopf favored the establ~shment of publrc Blrth Control cllnlcs 
In thls country, as In Holland and England 

E ARE GLAD to report that the lnfluentlal weekly the 
Nation has ed~tor~ally r e c o g n d  that the sclence of 

Eugenlcs must be dlsmlssed as vague and Vlctor~an In spult 
~f ~t falls to recognize the central and fundamental Importance 
of Blrth Control 

"From the proceedings of the Second Internatlonal Congress 
of Eugenlcs the newspaper readmg publ~c gathers ch~efly that 
the Amerlcan 'meltmg pot' IS a fallure, and the dlfferenbation 
between 'superlor' and 'tnferior' raclal stocks Immutable and 
unsurmountable Eugenlcs," declares the Natwn ''belng st111 
young as a field for research and offerlng del~ghtful specula 
tlve posslbll~t~es, has attracted to Itself both sclentlsts and 
propaganhsts The propagandists plead that famllles of bet 
ter stock must procreate more to save the race from deter~ora 
tion They overlook, these protagonists of the 'Nordlc' school 
of anthropology, that the so called 'better people' have largely 
attalned them eminence through econonuc emanclpatlon Sub 
ject them for a few generations to the dlslntegratlng pressure 
under whch nme tenths of the world labors, and many of them 
wlll be scarce dlstingu~shable m the submerged mass Thls 
truth may be palnful to those to whom eugentcs IS not sclence 
but cult or dogma The fact remalns that the path to a better 
human race lles through fewer and better chlldren The Fust 
Amer~can Blrth Control Conference whlch IS to be held In 

New York next month should do much to make clear the re 
latlonshlp between fam~ly llmltat~on and a healthier and hap 
pler humanlty Over few sublects has the vell of obscurant 
Ism and preludlce been more closely drawn-many even of 
the eugenlsts, whlle tacitly approving the doctrme, shy a blt 
from endorsing ~t publlcly " 
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Birth Control in Relation to Povertv 
J 

By Edward G Punke 
Fellow and Ass~stant rn Socrology, Unzuerszty of Mrchrgan 

(Contrnued from last usue) 

I N MORE RECENT tames the practices have shlfted In a the nineteenth century 1805, 1 to 1663, 1849, 1 to 340, 1856, 
large degree from lnfantlclde and exposure to abort~on It 1 to 10,  and 1870, 1 to 4 It IS probable that the figures of Dr 

IS extremely d15cult to get figures as to the number of crlm Hopklns are somewhat hlgh However, varlous lndlcatlons 
lnal abort~ons performed annually To get accurate- data IS show there are plenty of places In the Unlted States where 
lmposs~ble, altho some Idea of the extent of these vices n women, marrled and angle, may get r ~ d  of unwanted chlldren 
modern tunes can be obtalned by the conslderatlon of various In strlct secrecy Undoubtedly most Amerlcan cltles of 25,000 
estimates or more lnhab~tants have lnst~tutlons where chlldren may be 

Wlth regard to abort~ons Dr Max Hlrsch placed the number secretly and prematurely 

at 2,000,000 annually In the Unrted States, 80 per cent of whlch 
were of crlmlnal orlgln Dr Wll l~am J Roblnson estimated ITTLE EFFORT WOULD be requ~red to adduce much 

the number at  1,000,000 yearly m thu country Dr Mollus evidence the prevalence abOmOn In the modern 
found that 19 2 per cent of the pregnancies of 2,000 patients world I t  Is felt, however, that the foregoing wlll be sufficient 

ended In abortion, D~ F~~~~ states that abortIOU occurred In to lnd~cate the w ~ d e  extent and lnternat~onal character of thls 

15  4, per cent of the cases adm~tted to the lying In hospital present day 'Ice Feticide Is to be looked In part at 

In Halle, Germany, whlle Tausg calculated that one abonlon least, as the modern, refined method of family 

occurs In every 2 3  labors, and says further that one fourth llmltatlon, msplaclng lnfantlclde and chlld exposure of prlm 
of all abort~ons are crlmlnally Induced Dr J W Wllllams, 1t've7 ancient and medieval peoples 

Professor of Obstretlcs at Johns Hopklns Unlvers~ty, belleves 
that every fifth or s ~ x t h  pregnancy In prlvate practlce ends IFFERING FROM THE urban, the rural populat~on of 

m abort~on, and the percentage would Lx mcreased consider this Country has heretofore 1ndu1ged In fam3y ilmluuOn 

ably were the very early cases taken Into account He says hut lmle In recent Years, however, esF'eclall~ among the 

further, "lt IS generally adm~tted that the practice 1s becoming native born and older lmml5ant Pofilons of the rural In 

more frequent In all strata of clvlllzed society thruout the habitants, there has been a marked tendency to llmlt the size 

c ~ v ~ h z e d  world " of the farnll~es Thls IS attr~butable to several factors, some 
of the most lmportaut of whlch are the ralslng of the education 

In modern Hungary abortlon IS Indulged in by women of al standards for the chlldren, hlgher status of women, spread 
all the vaned nat~onal~tles Women relolce to be barren, and ~t of and facllltles for travel and 
Is thought have an Infant within two Or munlcatlon, a deslre not to dlv~de up the property too much, 
three years of marr1age9 according to Temesvary Says the Increases In land values and therewith the greater d~fficulty 
Westermarck of young people becomlng Independent landowners, and finally 

Among the Hlndus and Mohammedans arthclal abort~on 1s ex a general elevation of the plans of llfe among country folk 
In every r'legrtrrnate pregnancy ends with Notwthstandlng this recent tendency, ~t must be observed that 

abort~on In Turkey, both among the rlch and the poor, even married 
women very commonly procure abortion afrer they have given blrth the population practice less family llmltatlon than does 

to two chlldren one of whlch 1s a boy " the urban 
In Europe, both urban and rural, famlly l lm~ta t~on  IS In 

In 1872 In Constantlnople more than 3,000 cases of crlm 
vogue much the same as In the Un~ted States, but IS more open 

lnal fetlclde were brought before the courts In a perlod of 
ly discussed Certaln countrles, however, Indulge In ~t much 

ten months In Germany the followlng number of persons 
more w~dely than others In France, for Instance, nearly all 

were conv~cted of crlmlnal abortlon From 1882 to 1886, 389, 
classes have practiced famlly l lm~ta t~on  for at least half a 

from 1897 lgo2' and from lgo2 lgo6' 22'236 century In England ~t has been much In use since the famous 

HE UNITED STATES, however, ~t seems, holds first place 
for abortons among modern natlons August Bebel 

places the Un~ted States and Turkey foremost In thts vlce, 
grllng oar countr) thc "palm " 

"In all the large cltles of the unlon," remarks Bebel, "In 
stltutlons exlst where women and glrls can go to brlng about 
premature blrth Many Amencan newspapers contaln adver 
tlsements of such places " 

Dr Ira B Hopklns glves the followlng figures for abort~on 
In New York to populat~on durtng the first three quarters of 

- 
Bradlaugh trlal m 1876, when ~t was dec~ded that the dtssemln 
sequent to 1888 Blrth Control cllnlcs have glven free lnstruc 
tlon In family l lm~ta t~on  to all people deslrlng ~t Thruout the 
remander of Europe the dlssemlnat~on of voluntary parent 
hood knowledge IS legal, but re l~g~ous,  moral and mll~tary 
sentiments have preventel such lnformat~on from belng w~dely 
used by the great mass of the populat~on Nonetheless, the 
upper classes In all European countrles use famlly llm~tatlon 
almost universally An important cause of thls IS the eman 
c patlon of women and the11 effectme protest agalnst the labors 
and p a n s  of glvlng blrth to and rearlng of numerous progeny 
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Alice Drysdale Vickery on Disarmament 
[The valrant veteran of femznrsrn and Bzrth Control, late preazdent of the Malthurlan League, has sent the followzng letter 
to the chairman of the Dlsarmament Cammutee, Woodward Budrlzng, Washzngton, D C So clearly does thls letter state 

the relatzon of Bzrth Control to Duarmment that zt should be read wzth mre by everyone ] 

Dear Madam 
I am, Indeed, glad to know that a Dlsarmament Cornm~ttee 

has been formed, and I trust that thls Committee will make 
an earnest and reasoned ~nvestlgatlon of those underlylng 
causes of war as well as of those whlch are more superficial 

Unhappily, ~t IS an lndlsputable fact that women themselves, 
through thelr fertlllty as race mothers are the prlnclpal, though 
h~therto unrecognized, cause of war It 1s the undue lncrease 
oI populations, struggling for possesslon of the most desirable 
portlons of the earth's surface, that has been the cause of war 
from tlme lrnmemor~al 

The underlylng causes of the late disastrous war was the 
enormous lncrease of the German people durlng the last fifty 
years Indeed, the Kalser In a speech made on the eve of the 
Decldrat~on of War declared ~ t s  mperabve necessity on that 
ground alone He sald "You are now s~xty mlll~on people 
In twenty five years you wlll have doubled your numbers 
You will then be one hundred and twenty mllllons Can 
one hundred and twenty mllllon people obtaln the necessaries 

and comforts of l ~ f e  wthm German borders? You know that 
1s not poss~ble You must therefore pass beyond your own 
borders and take possesslon of the lands beyond " Thls speech 
1s on record, and ~ t s  consequences we know Could the Ger 
man mothers have foreseen the horrlble consequnces of the 
war-the consequence of them large famll~es-IS ~t believable 
that they would have been thus bllndly and passively sub 
mlsslve? I cannot belleve ~t 

Women, 1n future, must exerclse them own ludgment on 
these matters Nature and Sclence have glven them the power 
to regulate concrptlon, and the responslb~l~ty of the ratlonal 
exerclse of h a t  power rests wlth them 

They must reallze that the number of lnhabltants any coun 

try can support depends on ~ t s  agricultural and mlneral re 
sources, and the possibility of exchangng the produce of t he~ r  
lndustrles for food produced m other countries 

Then when women have collect~vely qualified themselves 
to be judges and regulators of the next generation, they can 
say to the governments of the globe "There IS no longer any 
need to make provlslon for the destructlon of an overplus of 
human belngs, slnce women wlll no longer consent to produce 
that overplus " 

The tlme 1s rlpe Blrth Control, that IS, the regulation of 
conception 1s now practicable and IS belng prachsed It 1s 
therefore, now the duty of the world's lnhab~tants to lnslst on 
disarmament, and on the settlement of such mmor msputes as 
may anse, by an organlmd League of Natlons 

Human labor, then, belng no longer needed to produce In 
struments of destructlon, can be utlllmd to contribute to a 
more ample supply of necessarles and comforts for humanlty 
The slums of great cltles wlll lsappear Human llfe will be 
come more beautiful, more elevated, more noble 

Art, Ilterature, and sclence wlll flourlsh Sympathy and 
klndllness will take the place of the rancour and jealousies of 
the past and present 

But all thls depends upon woman 
Will they refuse to remaln longer Ignorant of the greatest 

Instrument of human welfare, the Regulat~on of Conception, 
wh~ch ought to govern the reproduction of succeedmg gene 
ratlons7 ~f the world IS to be freed from the three great evlls 
of War, Dlsease and Poverty 

Very sincerely yours, 
DR ALICE DRYSDUE VICKERY, 

Late Preszdent of the Malthusran League 
124 V~ctorla Street, London, S W 

Immigration and Birth Control 
By Herbert R Szmonds 

W HATEVER ONE'S VIEWS on the lmmlgratlon questlon 
~t 1s doubtful ~f any lntell~gent person would advocate 

lettlng the whole matter sllde and trnstlng to luck Yet that 
IS In effect what we have been dolng If it IS to the best In 
terests of thls country to have an unrestricted open door pollcy, 
then by all means we should ach~eve thls condltlon wlth our 
eyes open and constructively rather than through neglect If 
we are to restrlct lmmlgratlon we should do so m consequence 
of a well studled plan for world betterment and not because 
of the ~mmed~ate advantage accrnlng to manufacturers 

In approaching any questlon ~t IS necessary to have some 
basls to work on-some preconce~ved Idea of the results de 
s~red  Thus w~th  the lmrnlgratlon questlon we must know 

what we are ultimately after or our attempts at solvlng the 
problem are absurd Do we want to ralse the average phys~cal 
and mental status of the people of the Unlted States? Cer 
talnly there are few who will deny that we do Yet how 
strongly do we deslre ~t and IS thls the result to be almed at 
m conslderlng our lmrn~gratlon pollcy or any other publlc 
question? 

For years leglslatlon a~mlng at general mental and physlcal 
improvement has been defeated m almost every case where ~t 
has come up The b ~ g  movements toward betterment are, 
education, Blrth Control, eugenics, selectlve lmmlgratlon and 
selectlve chlld ralslng But what progress has been made In 

(Contmued on page 141 



Is I t  Moral? 
H A T  IS YOUR OPINION? Sahent polnts m hls address at the Congress were Sex love between W ~h~~ say that ~~~~h cOntml ~h~ con hushand and wlf+apart from parenthaad-u someth~ng to p n a  and 

cherlsh for 11s own sake Reclproclty m ~t a a physlcal counterpart 
servatlves, the react10nar1es7 the as as a of intellectual sympathy Romance and dehherate self don t 
of other men and  women This 1s the one aspect of the most rhyme very well together It 1s as rmportant to glve sex love 11s place 
burnlng economlc a n d  social problem of the day that has  In hfe as to avold ns over emphans - 
aroused the h~t te res t  a n d  most pers~s ten t  objections "Birth Control by abstention e elther lneffectlve or ~f effectwe 1s 

Many of our opponents agree that the universal practice of pernlclous to health and happlness Excessive blrth control 1s an evll 
because materntty glves to woman her most beautiful attnbutes" 

Birth Control would be a good thing the of the Lord Dawsons general attltude was ~n opposltlon to the resolution 
individual and  of the race They agree that  It seems necessary passed at the last Lamheth conference-the tnennlal convocation of 
t o  solve the problems of d~sarmament  and  labor troubles But the Anghcan communion throughout the world-whmh condemned sex 

they cla~m-zi u zmmorall love except for the procreation of chlldren 
Several leadlng speclal~sts In Harley and Wlmpole Streets-the centre 

What Is your opinion Your honest* frank, persona' 0p1n10n7 of Great Br~taln's medlcal experts-lndorsed Lord Dawson's oplnlons 
uninfluenced by  the newspapers, the preachers, the movles "I cordially agree wlth every word" said Sxr Wllham Arbuthnot 

Would  the p rac t~ce  of Blrth Control lead to general prom Lane, one of the greatest surgeons In the countq I congratulate 

Isculty? Dawson on telllng truths that badly needed telllng m the open, althougll 
all reasonable people have accepted them m pnvate The tlmes are 

Will i t  change the whole attitude of men and favorable for such a pronouncement, as slnee the war the publlc has 
the marriage relation? hecome much more broadmlnded and more and more the "ell of - 

Wlll ~t lessen self control and self restraint which is said t o  ~ Y P O C ~ S Y  1s being rent I do not thlnk, however, that the average man 

be by the fear of pregnancy cases when ~ ~ ~ t h  con realizes even yet bow vast a pan 1s played by sex In everyday life 
"There wrll he, of course much opposltlon to recognltron of hrrth 

t ~ o l  1s not prac t~ced  control It w~l l  come from many who honestly but wrongly do not 
Would  ~t lower the moral  s tandards of the youth of the helleve m such recognltlon from many to whom humbug has become 

country 7 almost lnstlnctlve from men who are sexually subnormal-remember 

Our opponents answer these questions the &matlve c~nluatlon tends to destroy natural ~mpulses--and from men who have 
forgotten earher vltallty " 

"Yes:' they say  "Birth Control would bring ahout moral  a n d  Dr Bernard Hollander one of the leadrng Bntlsh spec~allsts In 
s p i r ~ t u a l  decay " mental and nervous diseases, a also ~n sympathy w~th  DawsonH speech 

sanne "where there 1s true love unlon 1s not act~velv sought but 

ELP US T O  find out  what the honest men a n d  women of 

Hthe country really belleve Help  u s  t o  clear away t he  
clouds of moral  confusion by a l ~ t t l e  honest thlnklng and  open 
speaklng 

Give u s  your oplnlon W r ~ t e  down your own fearless, honest 
thoughts on th~s great mora l  Issue 

W r ~ t e  us br~efly,  concisely t o  the point W r ~ t e  m a s  clear 
a n d  certaln a manner a s  possible--if pos s~b l e  not  more than 
three hundred words 

Our  great First  Amer~can  Blrth Control Conferences a r e  to 
close with a great mass meeting a t  Town Hall ,  Sunday, Novem 
ber 13, 8 p m , a t  whlch the morality of Birth Control is to be  
discussed If you cannot attend, send i n  your answer a s  early 
a s  posslble If you can, bring ~t t o  this meeting 

Take  part  m th~s great h~s to r l c  meeting I t  may he  the turn  
Ing of the tide m our  clvll izat~on 

Read thls before you wrlte your opinlon'  
I t  throws a new l ~ g h t  on the relation of Birth Control t o  

human happlness The  following dispatch, lndicatlng that  tbe 
greatest au thor~t les  a r e  glvlng thought t o  Birth Control, was 
recently pnbllshed In the New York World, a cablegram f rom 
London 

Frankly sensat~onal remarks on "sex love' by Baron Bertrand Dawson, 
at the Church Congress m B~rmlngham has set the whole mehcal and 
clencal world to talking on thls contraversal subject Not only Lord 
Dawsons profess~onal standlng m the medlcal world but also hls soclal 
posltlon as phys~c~an In ordnnary to Klng George, glves more than 
ord~nary pronunence and lmponance to h a  news 

, - . - 
follows naturally Nature has so ordalned ~t Condlt~ons must depend 
very much on lndlvxdual health and temparament The husband and 
wlfe must study each other for when one partner tknks only of hls 
or her grat~ficatlon the other IS sometimes consigned to an early grave 
Our knowledge of sex 1s stdl very llmted but both excess and defic~encv 
of ~ t s  fulfilment affects the mentality of the md~v~dual As for blnh 
control, ~t 1s an economc neceslty The church 1s out of date on t h ~ s  
Subject " 

M a s s  Meeting 
Sunday, November 13 

8 0 0 P  M 

AT TOWN HALL 

"BIRTH CONTROL IS IT MORAL?" 

Discussion led by Margaret Sanger and 
Harold Cox, of London, Engand 

(Former Member of Parhament and Edltor of 
Edrnhurgh Remew ) 
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Impressions of the Amsterdam Conference 
B y  Margaret Sanger 

T HE FIRST great truth that I b r~ng home from the Inter 
natlonal congress on contraceptlves, held In Amsterdam 

August 29 30, 1s thls that our movement In the theoretical 
aspects is far in advance of the practlcal phase There was 
unanimous agreement upon pr~nclples,-upon the economm, 
the soc~al and the hyg~en~c, the polltlcal and lnternatlonal 
necessity for B~r th  Control But the pract~cal methods and 
dcv~ces offered by the varlous delegates from practically every 
country In Europe were new and untried by other delegates, 
and questioned by them Each country offered its indlvldual 
method whlch was unknown to the rest of the delegates 

One of the most Instructive and enl~ghtenlng phases of the 
conference was the opportunity ~t offered to delegates to vlslt 
the clinlcs, where demonstrations of the varlous methods were 
gven under the ausplces of the Dutch League and proved of 
practlcal value They vmdlcate our clalm for cl~nlcs ~n all 
countrles 

The conference took place in the Hotel Holland~a, In Am 
sterdam, on Aug 29th and 30th, and was attended by Dr and 
Mrs Drysdale and Dr Halre (England), Mme de Beer 
Meqers, Mynheer and Mme Klersch de Jung, Mr de Vr~es, 
Mr S Ten Cate and Dr Risselada (Holland), and Dr E 
Goldsteln (Germany) Mr G Hardy (France, treasurer of 
the Bureau, and Dr Rutgers (late hon sec ), wrote expressing 

regret at bemg unable to come, and others were prevented 
from dolng so by varlous engagements 

VERY useful and full dlscusslon on all the best known A preventlre dev~ces took place, and declsrons were arrived 

at concerning the most effectlve devlces and the technique con 
nected wlth them Demonstrations were ktndly given by 
Mme Klersch de Jung and Mme van Huevel, two of the 
ladies tralned by Dr Rutgers and on the Dutch League's 1st 
of helpers, to the medlcal and lady members of the con 
ference on the fitting of certaln preventwe devices A cor 
dlal vote of thanks was accorded to Mme de Beer Meljers at 
the conclusion of the conference, for her greatly appreciated 
arrangements, and it was decided that a full International 
Neo Malthuslan Congress should be held In the last week 
of August In next year 

The following resolut~on was unanimously passed at the 
conference, at the mstqce of M G Hardy 

Thls Conference of the Internatzonal Neo Malthuslan Bureau of 
Correspondence and Defence wlshes to register a strong protest 
against the laws and measures represang neoMalthusian or Blrth 
Control propaganda whlch have exlsted or recently been enacted In 
varlous countrles, and agamst the prasecutlons whrch have been 
lnstltuted agalnst such propagand~sts I t  wlshes to point out that 
such propaganda, provlded that a 1s carrled out wlth due regard to 
puhllc decency and on eugenrc hnes, a of the utmost value to 
every natlon as a means of reduclng poverty and soclal UNeSt and 
of lmprovlng the quahty and vlrlllty of the r a n  

It was felt that the conclusions arrtved at would be of great 
servlce m the preparation of pract~cal handbooks or leaflets, 
but that several polnts needed further study and settlement, 
and varlous members undertook to obtaln lnformatlon on 
these polnts wlth the view of brlng~ng them before a com 
mlttee on contraceptive devmes, whlch ~t was declded should 
meet at the tlme of the Internat~onal Congress 

Living for Posterity 
THE RACIAL PROSPECT By Seth K Humphrey New York 
Chades Scnhner's Sons 

The present volume deals wlth the problems and prospects of the 
race from the mewpolnt of a eugemst Notwthstandlng that the pro 
ponents of eugenics, and the followers of Galton generally, have ren 
dered a valuahle servlce In then contnhutlons to the raclal questron In 
certaln of 11s phases, there 1s almost mvanably a one sldedness m them 
attltude that 1s exasperating to the student who 1s not a slmonpure 
foUawer of any school or cult Mr Humphrey exemplifies the usual 
lack of balance that 1s charactenst~c of thls group of wrlters 

The first part of the book, glvlng an anthropological sketch and out 
llne of the races  herrtage conforms to the find~ngs of the recognized 
authontles Osborn, Grant, Conklln Jordan Goddard, Dateson, and 
others well known In t h ~ s  field I t  1s however, when the author comes 
down to a dlscusslon of present day genetlc problems and the11 relatlon 
to the lnd~vlduals llfe and to social condlt~ons that we find so much 
lamentable short s~ghtedness 

Mr Humphrey states that controversies over the relatlve ~mportanc- 
of heredity and envjronment am polntlrss, slnce the two factors are so 
e s s e n t ~ a l l ~  unllke that comparison 1s lmposslble T h ~ s  may be true 
But apparently he thinks that thrs settles the whole questlon of envlron 
ment, because, for all practical purposes, there 15 no cons~deratlon glven 

to envrronmental problems He not only m1n1ml7es them, hut dlaposen 
of them by the maglc of thls utterance "A mentally strong man m an 
unfortunate envlronment 1s self lmpelled to get out of it  and Into one 
whleh matches hls powers ' 

If a "strong mlnd" were some dlslncarnated mechanism, there m~gh t  
he some merlt to thls contentlan But may we not rem~nd Mr Hum 
phrey that a strong, brllllant mlnd makes 11s advent into t h s  world In 
a mortal body that s subject to all the warplng twlstlng and degrading 
influences of a pernicious envlronment And as the m ~ n d  1s no less 
a part of the human organlsm than the "body," they are equally 
~nfluenced, for good or had by env~ronmental factors The ' m ~ n d  that 
1s most responsive to sensory stlmull and capable of hlgher development 
1s a plastlc mater~al that may also be worked upon by the bllghtln:: 
agencles of a perverse envlronment Prof Lester Ward had this In 
mlnd when he s a d  that the master crimlnal and clever crook were the 

genluses of the slums 

The wrlter of thls hook 1s fearful for the future and clamors for a 
survival of raclal strength hy the dual method of s t rmula t~n~  the blrtll 
rate of the fit and ending the propagation of the "unfit There are 
two practlcal things that Mr Humphrey can do to accompl~sh someth~ng 
toward thls alm of rac~al  Improvement In the first place it wlll mean 

(Connnned on page 14) 



The Brrth Control Reurew 

The Church Changes 

T HERE WAS NOT long ago a tremendous outcry agatnst Btrth Control and the voluntary restr~ctton of famtlies on 

reltgous grounds A book on thts subject was p ~ b l t s h e d  wtth a prefatory letter from a Roman Catholtc prrest, settlng 
forth the vtew of the church that for parents to refuse to give ltfe as often as nature permitted was a course of conduct 
almost blasphemous, says the London Spectator, one of the most conservattve of Brtttsh weeklies, tn a recent number "It 

drd not apparently strtke the w r ~ t e r  that the whole argument came a ltttle oddly, tn the first place from a man, from whom 
the agony of br~ngrng forth could never be demanded, and, secondly, from a cellbate, who d ~ d  not undertake even the 
lesser responstb~ltttes and anxteties of fatherhood The questton of Brrth Control 1s not an easy one, the knowledge of tts 
poss~btlrty IS, no doubt, lrke many of man's Increases of power over h ~ s  own dest~ny, a two edged weapon, but we have 
most of us begun to realize from what horrors of unwanted lrfe rt can save the world, from what a horrtble waste of 
human energy, from what ntghtmares or futtle and abortwe effort tt can save women Even when it IS used for what we 
must call, for  lack of space to refine our meantng, a bad purpose, we have probably begun to realtze that tt a t  last takes 
away one of the worst of the old evtls of vtce-r e ,  the productton of innocent, unwanted chtldren, infected perhaps from 
them brrth, and tn any case brought u p  m surroundtngs so bad as almost to preclude a vlrtuous adult ltfe" 

The fol low~ng article, wr~t ten  by C V Drysdale, w h ~ c h  we reprlnt from the Malthtlsurn, tndrcates a n  ~n te res t~ng  and 
slgnrficant change of front on the part of a certatn sectton of the Roman Catholtc clergy 

By  Dr C V Drysdale 

LL WORKERS IN the Btrth Control cause have had good A occaslon to be aware of the implacable host~lrty w h ~ c h  
the Roman Catholtc Church has always shown towards tt, 
and although there have been stgns that a change was to be 
expected, notably by the concession made by the Rev Mon 
slgnor Brown at  the Brrth Rate Comm~ss~on,  to the effect that 
the Roman Catholic Church now recogntzes the rtght of mar 
rred couples to avotd parenthood etther by recourse to con 
tlnence o r  to a supposed "safe perlod," the latter of which 
really concedes the whole prtnclple of grattficatton of the sex 
impulse when rts consequences are  not destred The rank and 

file of the Romtsh prtests have, sttll conttnued to denounce 
famrly ltmrtatton as betng subvers~ve of the whole tdeal of 
marrtage and the famlly, and a character~sttc denuncrat~on of 
thrs type recently appeared tn the Catholrc Herald 

But now a new note has been struck The Church, whtle 
continu~ng to denounce, 1s hegtnntng to  a d m ~ t  tts futtltty In  

the South London Roman Catholtc paper, Black/rmrs, the 
Rev Father McNabb, In wrtttng of "The Crrme of Brrth Con 
trol," makes the fo l low~ng stgn~ficant statements 

The Churchs teach~ng on 911th Control may he summarlzed thus - 
'The only Bmh Control whlch IS not slnful 1s that In whrch both hus 
band and wlfe wllllngly agree to ahstam from manta1 ~ntercourse Th~s  
voluntary and a p e d  abstention may he temporary, as in so many 
wedded lives of today, or ~t may he perpetual as m the case of St 
Edward the Confessor " 

The Church does not teach that all ~edded  folk must beget chlldren 
nor that all must beget as many as posszhle She wlsely leaves thls 
matter to he dec~ded by the mutual agreement of husband and w~fe who 
by their wedlock have glven to the~r partner power over thelr body 
But she promulgates as a dlvlne law, the absolute proh~brtlon of any 
Intercourse whtcb 1s voluntar~ly rohhed of ~ t s  relatlonshlp to hegett~ng 
offspring 

HIS SrATEMENT O F  COURSE, htdes the fact that nnttl 

about ten years ago all a b s m u o n  from parenthood by 
continence o r  otherwise was denounced by the Church as 
grtevously stnful and tt also conceals the permlsston to employ 
the so called "safe per~od" mentroned by the Rev Monstgnor 
Brown at the B ~ r t h  Rate Commission But now comes the 
note of surrender 

The present wrlter 1s amongst those who feel that m thls land for the 
moment the vrctory IS, and for some tlme wtll be, wlth the neo Malthus 
lans 911th Control 1s not a passang fash~on It has come to stay and 
rt wlll stay untll 11 has brought upon the country some great natlonal 
h u t  whlch mll arouse the natlon to a sense of natlonal a n  

Father McNabb then gtves the reasons for thtnkrng that 
B ~ r t h  Control has come to stay Frrst, because the r ~ c h e r  
classes havlng adopted it for  themselves became alarmed a t  
the hrgh birth rate of other classes and therefore began to  
promulgate therr neo Malthusranlsm (Thrs IS, of course, 
untrue, a s  the movement has been carrted on by people of very 
moderate means ) Secondly, because '' the intellectual prop 
aganda IS almost ~rresrs t~bly  recommended by modern con 
d~t tons  Under modern town cond~ttons, htrth control seems 
the one thtng posstble and necessary " 

The breakdown of the houslng system In the modem town 1s maklng 
~t lmposslhle for even the mlddle classes to find room for a large famlly 
Birth Control comes to such people almost wlth the call and sanctlty 
of a gospel 

Moreover under modem town cond~tlons the confinements of poor 
mothers are almost rmposslble I" the one two or three rooms wbtch 
are called a home To a degree, ~vhlcl: has now hecome a natlonal 
danger the mothers of the poor have the11 confinements m an ~nstztu 
tson Under the steady well dlrected and heavlly financed propaganda 
of the eugenlsts, these ~nstltutrons are hecomng more and more open 
in thelr professton of neo Malthus~anlsm Thls sp~rlt 1s seen m the 
follow~ng quotation from the monthly perrodlcal Materrz  and Chld 
Welfare "A resolution has recently been passed hy the Herefordshlre 
County War Penslons Comnuttee to prevent the Issue of treatment a1 
lowances for the chlldren of neurasthen~c or tuberculous pensloners tf 
the ehlldren are born durlng the trme when the parents are undergoing 
a prolonged course of treatment So, evidently, Hereford does not be 
lleve in the survival of the unfit ' (March, p 9 2 )  

The modern growth of Medical Centers for the poor 1s l~kely to make 
neo Malthus~an 911th Control stable The rum wrought In France, 
where there was nathlng hut personal propagation heh~nd the move 
ment has become at length of natlanal concern But almost everyth~ng 
In England polnts to the fact that what In France was ~nd~ndual propa 
ganda will he wrth us a nat~onal concern through the network of 
Matern~ty Centers Infant Welfare Centers Infants Clinics etc whlcll 
are now so powerful amongst the poor by them doles of med~c~ne and 
baby foods 

Father McNabb's words are  of good omen May they be  
speedrly fulfilled 



The Birth Control Reuzew 

Conference Letters 
My Dear Mrs Sanger 

I herewlth send you a check of $25, towards the plan of a 
conference concernmg Birth Control The problem 1s so 
lnvolved that I should llke to see ~t made clear that the move 
ment 1s not merely one of propaganda for contraceptive sex 
relations On the other hand, it 1s of Importance to emphasize 
that every educated adult cons~ders ~t a matter of conscience 

to see that pregnancies are not nierely a matter of chance and 
that a frank and free dlscusslon of the problem should be one 
of the privileges In a democrattc country It should, more 
over, be the duty of any movement In thls direction to collect 
facts of the actual status of thtngs and the results of such 
movements In varlous communltles It also should be the 
goal to implant more and more a conviction that a sensible 
restriction of fecudity was largely opposed by m i l ~ r i s m ,  hut 
would be a great step towards the solution of the problems of 
such nations as the Japanese, Chmese, etc,  where numbers 
make necessary and furnish the excuse for a pollcy of ex 
panslon and encroachment upon neighbors On the other hand, 
there also should he a frank and outspoken demonstrat~on 
that the movement is thoughtful of means to  obvlate the foster 
lng of sex l~cense and active In the study of a less sensuallstlc 
pollcy in human life and of an  approach to a semlbly con 
ceived monogamous organization of human existence We 
may safely state that the haphazard type of monogamy of the 
past and present may well be open to very much safer and 
constructlve advantageous standards 

I t  may be too bad to have so many clauses and cond~tlons 
to a movement of propaganda, but I feel that a great deal of 
harm can be avoided and many unnecessary obstacles overcome 
by a frank and compr~henslve statement Of course, ~f the 
movement should evade the constructlve part of the program, 
one's art~tude towards ~t would necessarily be changed, but 
~t would be, to my mind, just thls goal of arrivlng at a broad 
ly acceptable program that would justlfy the getting together 
of the thoughtful elements of the communlty 

Belleve me 
Very truly yours, 

ADOLF MEYFR 
Johns Hophlns Hospital, Baltimore, Md 

September 30, 1921 
Dear Mrs Sanger 

I am much obllged to you for your corteous i n v ~ t i t ~ o n  to 
attend the Birth Control Conference It wlll, hol\ever, be lm 
posslble for me to attend as I am returning to Engllnd next 
week 

I am glad to hear that my fr~end,  Mr Harold Cox, 1s con1 
lng over from England and I am sure that all he says w ~ l l  
dcserve great attention 

Agiln thank~ng J ou 
Your, very slncerely 

L E O \ ~ R D  D \ R # I U  

Dear MI> Sanger 
I have carefully read and considered your interesting and 

courteous letter of September 16 invlting me to become a 
member of the Conference Committee on Blrth Control 

Whlle I sympathize very thoroughly wlth the objects of 
your movement, and firmly belleve that you are dolng good 
work and deserve every encouragement, ~t 1s phys~cally beyond 
my power to join In as an  active worker 

Regretting the circumstances that compel me to pass your 
call for cooperatlon, and wlshlng you unlimited success, I 
remaln, 

Very slncerely yours, 

WM T HORNADAY, SC D , 
Director New York Zoological Park 

My dear Mrs Sanger 
I shall be very glad to have my name used In coniiectlon 

wlth the call for a Natlonal Conference on Blrth Control which 
you plan to  hold In New York City in November I am, as 
you know, In entire sympathy wlth the cause in whose behalf 
the meeting IS 'o be held 

Sincerely yours, 
ALICE HAMILTON 

BIRTH CONTROL AND CHILD WELFARE 
(Conr~nacd lrunz page 5) 

with whole hearted devotlon and repay In a noble life and 
work the servlces of the communlty to hlm when he was un 
able to look after hlmself 

ORTUNATELY AN ENLIGHTENED publlc oplnlon wlll 
secure these necessary prellmmanes to a full lrfe in the 

large majorlty of cases, and society will have llttle to do hut 
to cooperate w ~ t h  the parents where needed Publlc oplnlon 
has stlll to be enlightened, and the need for Blrth Control to 
be properly taught Then, and not before, can we expect all 
parents to fulfil the condltlons of what Dr Mane Stopes h ~ s  
so happily termed “radiant" parenthood Agvn, to quote 
Walt Whltman, ~t 1s only on these llnes that we can expect "to 
S U D D I Y  a race of s u ~ e r b  men and women. cheerful, rellz~oui,  .. , . - 
ahead of any yet known "-The Woman's Leader 

IMMIGRATION AND BIRTH CONTROL 
(Cortrrnirrd Irorr, ,1(1gt. 9 )  

these? We st111 let lnexperlcnced and underpIld te~chers  
look. after I large part of the nitlon's educltion We st111 let 
the lelst fit gl\e blrth to the bull. of the ilatlon's chlldren 
We still let s)ph~llt lcs m v r y  Ind stlll shut our eyes to the fate 
of the hordes of forc~:ncra w h ~ h  IInd e a ~ h  d ~ y  at our ports 
r rom tl11s ~t seema as ~f we cired but little for the better~ncnt 
of the people of the Uuited Stite. Thrre I re  those who feel 
we should adopt a larger horlzon than the nat~onal boundary 



I he Bwrh Control Kevle~u 

~n baslng our oplnlons We are cltlzens of the world and 
should cons~der equally those of all countrles, they say 

Thrs 1s undoubtedly an excellent theory but let's see how ~t 
works out The unfit In Italy, Poland and the Balkan. who 
would be ellmlnated by natural laws ~f allowed to stay In then 
own countrles are gathered together by explo~ters and brought 
to thls country, where they are promptly forgotten It is more 
than l~kely that those loudest In acclalmlng an unrestr~cted 
open door lmmlgratlon pol~cy are the ones first to forget them 

But even though they are forgotten they do not d ~ e  They 
live somehow Packed together In the tenement dlstrlcts of 
our large cities they llve long enough to bring thousands of 
undesired and handlcapped chlldren into the world The 
lmmlgratlon question af this country bas changed In the last 
decade Formerly we got the amb~t~ous and adventurous ele 
ment of forelgn countrles Now we get a large percentage of 
exploited culls We may be temporar~ly benefitlng some 
countries by rel~evlng them of these culls, but are we benefitlng 
the culls themselves and the world at large? 

The lmmigratlon questlon 1s not sunple and ~t 1s not the 
present purpose to dlscuss ~t except In its relatlon to Blrth 
Control In thrs relat~on the questlon 1s not how many we 
admlt but how many wlll those who we admlt reproduce? 

HE BIRTH RATE among immigrants is very much h~gher 
than the average birth rate rf the country as a whole so 

that we magn~fy In succeeding generatlons whatever results of 
lmmlgratlon we get today 

It comes back to the questlon of "what do we want?" There 
seems little doubt but that contlnulng along present llnes will 
mean a gradual lowerlng of the phys~cal and mental average 
of the country Thls IS prlnclpally because of two thmgs- 
blindness toward the Blrth Control movement wh~ch results 
m an Increase of the drunken, sh~ftless, and feeble mlnded 
classes, and blindness toward the lmrmgratlon qnestlon whlch 
has eventually the same result The two subjects-unm~grat~on 
and Blrth Control- are so closely related that our att~tude 
toward elther one must In a measure be dependent upon our 
attitude upon the other 

If we could have proper rural d~strlbut~on of our lmmlgrants 
and then could be sure of sane blrtb llmltation among the 
newcomers, there 1s llttle doubt but that our open door policy 
could be adopted to advantage Wlthout these, however, we 
must admlt only selected foreigners In an attempt to correct 
the evils at home 

The Increases in popnlat~on through births and through lm 
mlgratlon are In thelr effect on future generatlons practloally 
~dentlcal We have the means of selectlve lmprovelnent In 
elther case Are we golng to contlnue to Ignore them? 

LIVING FOR POSTERITY 
(Contmued from page 111 

abandan~ng an lnterestlng career of pure theonung and dolng much 
hard work and meetlng the rebuffs alrke of the Ignorant and those who 
hold themselves cr~trcally aloof (Ilke [he typlcal eugenrst ) 

The first suggesuon that comes to our mrnd 1s to take some lmmedlate 
artton that wll: tend to assure every chdd that 1s born lnto the world 

fit ' a chance to develop lnto a racral acset, before agatatlng the propo 1 
smon of brrng~ng even one more child Into a soclety that crushes In 
d scr~mlnately the fit and unfit unless a k~ndly fate drops them lnto a 
favorable environment 

The second suggestlo" closely allled w ~ t h  the first 1s to perrnzt the 
mult~tude of less promlslng subjects to have the means to accomplish I 
the purpose whlch Mr Humphrey so ardently deslres From the seclu 
slon of h ~ s  sanctum he crltlclzes the prol~fic hreedlng of the lower strata 
of society, but not once does he lntrmate that the popularlzlng of con 
tracepllve znformatlon among the masses mlght do much to achleve h ~ s  
end IIe seems to belleve that the excessive blrth rate among the less 
fortunately sltuated IS due to carelessness or even deslre As a matter 
of fact, everyone who has had the least contact w ~ t h  this sltuatlan Lnows 
that In the ovenvhelmlng majant) of cases 11 IS helplessness whlch may 
eventually stnk Into the Inenla of hopelessness The burden of exces 
slve progeny among those econom~cally handlcapped, 1s In Itself can 
duclve to "unfitness ' and so, for thls reason the evil of raclal degener 
atlon has one very rnater~al abettor In thrs source Wlll the theoretical 
eugenlsts show a pract~cal frame of nand by turnlng some of therr 
enthusiasm Into the movement far the dlssemlnatlon of contraceptive 
knowledge where ~t a so urgently needed? Th~s 1s a f a n  questlon 

I t  cannot he that the author 1s too prudlsh to conslder t h s  means 
because In hls Utopla (whlch however, be denles e a Utopia) he 
offers the lnterestlng suggestlon whereby eertaln unmarried women of 
good raclal t~mber  may be rmpregnated by some ~mpersonal, sc~entrfic 
method ' for the glory of the race Maybe thls w ~ l l  appeal mom strongly 
to MI Humphrey than to the mateless maldens of the future 

Such a trrvlal matter as Love, and all the splntual factors that are 
bound up In Its ramlficatlons do not deter MI Humphrey from h s  maln 
objective--the assurance of a worthy raclal future When Mark Twaln 
asked 'Why worry about posterity' What has posterity ever done 
for us"" we laughed at h ~ s  charactensuc joke But when certarn advo- 
cates of engemcs, apparently an all seriousness, demand that we go to 
the other extreme and sacrifice all lnd~vldualrty and all our human feel 
lngs m the alleged Interest of the race's future, we are moved to ask 
"What 1s Lfe for? ' After all 1s 11 not posslhle that posterity may 
best he served by assnnng every lndlvldual an  o p p o r t u t y  for the 
fullest development and expression of h s  Innate human quahtles- 
spmtual, intellectual and physical? 

WILLIAM J FIELDING 

STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP MANAGEMENT CIRCULATION 
ETC REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24 1912, 
Of The B ~ r t h  Control Rerlcw puhllrhed monthly a t  New York N Y 
for October 1 1921 S ta te  of New York County 01 New York ss 

Before me a notary publlc In and  for the  State  and county a fo reas~d  per 
sonally appeared Margaret  Sanger  who havxng been duly sworn aecordnng 
to law deposes and rays  tha t  she 1s the Editor of t h e  Bwth Control Rc 
view and tha t  the  fol tow~ng 1s t o  the  best of he r  knowlcdce and bellcf a 
t rue  s tatement  of the ownerrhtp management ete of the  aforesand pub 
lneatnon fo r  the  date  shown I" t he  above captnon required by the  Act  of 
August  24 1912 cmbodlrd ,n scctlon 443 Postal  Laws and R e ~ u l a t m n s  
prtnted on thc reverse of th l r  form t o  wtt  

1 T h a t  the names and addresser of the publlrhcr edltor managang 
edator rind burlncrs  managers  are P u b l ~ s h e r  New York Women s Pub  
ln~h lng  Co 104 F ~ f t h  Avenue New York Ctty Edltor Margaret  Ssnger  
104 Ftf th Avenuc h e w  York C ~ t y  Managtng Edttor  Harold Heraey 1W 
Fzfth Avenue New York C ~ t y  B u s ~ n e r s  Manager Anne Kennedy 1C4 
Fxfth Avenuc Yew York Qty 

2 T h a t  the owners arc New York Women s Publlahlng Co 104 Fsfth 
Avenue New York Ctty Mrs Julret B Rublee 242 Eas t  149th Street  
h e w  York Ctty Mra Mary Knoblauch Seventh Avenue and 55th Street  
New York Clty Mrr  Frances B Ackerman Bronxv~lle  N Y 

3 Tha t  the known bondholders mortgagees and other  sccurtty holders 
ownma or holdrnn 1 ocr cent  or more of total  amount  of bonds mortgages . - 
or ot&r ~eeurl t lEs GC none 

4 Tha t  the two paragraphs next  above glvlng the names of the  owncrs 
otockholders and rccurlty holders 11 any  eontarn not  onlv the  Itst of 
stockholders and securlty holders as they appear upon the bookr of the  
company but also ~n carer where the stockholder or sccurlty holder 
Appear. up00 the bouh of t'le car,.-, as r-s ce or *n an, other  fiducxary 
relntcon the name of the person ar corporatsorn for whom such trustee rr 
act lng 1s glven also tha t  the  rald two paragraphs contaln s tatements  
embractng affiant r full knowledge and bcllef IS t o  the cnreumrtanees and 
condlteons under which stockholdcrr and s e c u r ~ t y  holders who do no t  
appear upon thc books of the company ac t rustees  hold stock and recur 
ltlcr tn a capacity other  than tha t  of a bona fide owner and th-a affiant 
has no reason t o  belleve tha t  any  other  person asrocnatlon or corporatton 
has any Interest dnrect or lndrrect In the s a ~ d  stock bonds or o thc r  
securl t ler  than as so stated b, he r  

(Slgncd) MARGARET SANGER 
Sworn to  and rubscrlbcd before m e  this n t h  (Seal) day JACK of September G KARPP 1921 

(MY cornmlssmn exptrcs  arch 11 1 9 3 )  
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